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For  J  ANITA  RY  1793. 


Art.  L'  Phildjhphtcal  TranfaSitons  of  the  Royal  Society  of  .Lort^ 

.  don^  Vol.  LXXXL  'For  the  Tear  179 1.  Part  L  pp.ii52« 

• ‘4td>  8s4  6d.  fewed.  Elmfley.  London,*  1792.  *'  • 

Art.  I.  A  Second  Paper  on  Hygromctry.i  .  By  J.  A..De<Luc, 
;•  Efq’.  ‘F.  R.  S.— M;.de  Luc’s. Jirft  {laper  on  hy’gro- 

metry  had  been  publifhed  in  the  Philofophical^Tranfaclions,  fo 
long  ago  as  the  year  1775.  The  .prefent  contains  a  recapitala- 
Jtion  of  his  former  views,  with  ah  account  of  his  fubfequeht  ex¬ 
periments  on  that  fubjeft.  ,To  wade  through  this  dull,'verbQfe, 
confufed  .produiSion,  was  intolerable  drudgery.  ..The  general 
conclufions  are  thefe  :  ‘  i,*  /Vr^,  :as  a*  caufe  of  heat^  is  a  fure, 
5  and  fhe.pnly  fure, , means*  of.  obtaihing;/x/r^;w^  drynefs*:  -tWxs  is 
.‘.*pr^uced:by  wiWti?  heat  hygrofcopic  fubftahce  that,  can 

*  bear-jt.’;  and  it  may  be  thus  tranfmitted  to  .the 
5:  li  iyater^/\n  \i^  liquid  (late,  is..a.  fure,  ,and  the^  only  fure, 
‘ 'means  of'dctermining  the  point  of  extreme. moi/iure  on  that  in- 
‘  ftrument.  3.  It  is  not  to  be  expedled,  d  priony\of  ^oy.ihygrof^ 
ccpic  fubftance,  that  its  changes  be  ‘  proportional  to*,thoie -^of 
^  moiJiure\  but  it  maybe  affirmed,  that  no  fibrous  ox  vafcular 
‘.fubftance,  taken  lengthwifi'y  is  proper  for  the  hygrometer  4.  A 
‘  means  of  tlifowing  light  on.the.wjirrA  .of  a  xnofen  hygromeUr 
f  may  be,  to  compare  it  with  the  correfpQndent’ changes  in 
‘  weight,  of  many  .hygrofcopic  fubftanccs/.  M.  de  Luc’s  very 
‘  important  propofitioh  in  miift  alfo  be’  given  in  his 

own  words,  for  it  appears  to  be  unintelligible  jargons  i‘.*  The 
^ :  nufximum  of  .evaporation  in  a  mafs.of  incl«ledttf/V  is  far  from  be- 
ing  identical  with  the  maximum  of  moijiur^e  \  this  being  d^pen- 
dent  alfo,.  even  to^a,  very  great  degree,  on  the  temperature  of 
.‘.  the  Jpace^  fuppofed  to.be  the  fame,  .or  nearly  fo,  as  that  of  the 
‘  which  evaporates  in  it.  Moijiure  may  arrivoito.  itsxx^ 

f  irme  in  an  inclofed*  air j  . if  that  common  temperature ASjnczr 

'•‘^NC.REV,  VOL.  XXI.  JAN.  I793.  ^ 
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*  free%ing  point  \  but  it  becomes  Icfs  and  lefs,  even  to  a  very  dry 

*  ftate,  as  that  temperature  rifes,  though  the  product  of  evapora^ 

*  tion  thereby  increaiing,  continues  to  be  at  its  different  maxima^ 

*  correfpondent  to  the  different  temperatures.^  1  hefe  paffages 
arc  plentifully  befpattered  with  Italics;  an  expedient  to  which 
an  inferior  author  has  rccourfe  when  he  ftrains  hard  to  catch  an 
idea.  de  Luc  denominates  the  tranfverfe  feftions  of  animal 
or  vegetable  fubftances,y//pr ;  and  the  longitudinal,  threads ;  and 
regards  the  former  as  more  regular  and  confiftent  in  their  indi¬ 
cations  of  moifture  than  the  latter.  Quick  lime  had  been  re¬ 
commended  to  him  as  a  proper  fubfiance  for  bringing  inclofed 
air  into  the  dale  of  extreme  drynefs ;  and  he  found  it  to  anfwer. 

‘  Moijlure^  he  fays,  ‘  is  a  quantity  of  tnviftble  watery  either 

evapor able  ox  evaporated.^  We  are  afliamed  to  tranferibe  an 
affertion  fo  abfurd.  Can  water  be  ever  invifible  but  in  its  own 
medium  ?  It  is  well  known  that  light,  in  pafling  from  one  fub- 
ftance  into  another  of  different  refrafting  power,  is  copioufly 
reflefted.  Hence  in  mift,  the  only  cafe  where  the  aqueous  par¬ 
ticles  certainly  float  in  the  atmofphere,  the  intermingled  re- 
fle<Stions  produce  a  white  appearance^  and  the  number  of  rays 
alfo  ftopt  in  their  progrefs  through  the  denfe  fubftance  of  the 
water,  occafions  a  degree  of  obfeurity.  We  may  be  affured, 
therefore,  that  whenever  the  air  feems  clear  and  tranfparent,  it 
is  homogeneous,  or  has  its  humidity  chemically  combined  with 
it.  M.  de  Luc  endeavours  to  prove,  by  fome  vague  and  fu- 
perficial  analogies,  that  the  hygrofcopic  fubftances  imbibe 
moifture  like  capillary  tubes.  But  this  docs  not  in  the  leaft 
affedt  the  main  queftion ;  for -we  muft  ft  ill  aferibe  the  abforption 
to  an  attradlion  between  thefe  fubftances  and  water.  They  will 
continue,  therefore,  to  imbibe,  till  their  power  of  retaining  the 
humidity  be  counterbalanced  by  the  oppofite  attra£Iion  of  the 
air.  But  the  attraction  of  the  air  to  water  depends  on  its 
denfity  and  temperature,  and  hence  varies  extremely.  The  at- 
tradtion  of  the  hygrofcopic  fubftances  themfelves  muft  likewife 
be  greatly  affedted  by  their  degree  of  heat.  What  a  plentiful 
fource  of  error  and  confufion!  Befides, '  does  the  quantity  of 
imbibed  moifture  always  enlarge  thefe  fubftances  proportionally  ? 
and  is  this  effedt  uniform  in  every  dimenfion  ?  M.  de  Luc  him- 
felf  is  obliged  to  confefs,  that,  fo  far  from  regularly  dilating 
certain  fibres,  it  often  contra&s  them.  But  his  experiments 
could  never  prove  that  the  other  fibres  fuffer  an  uniform  expan- 
fion ;  they  could  only  determine  the  agreement  .or  difparity  of 
the  effedls  produced  by  humidity  on  different  fibres.  What 
then  can  be  expefted  from  a  hygrometer  affedled  by  fiich  a  va¬ 
riety  of  caufes,  which  are  always  irregular,  and  often  counter- 
adt  each  other?  No  wonder  that  Mt  de  Luc  met  with  fuch 
'  anomalies 
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anomalies  and  incongruities  in  the  application  of  that  inftru- 
ment.  Its  principles  are^  therefore,  radically  falfe  \  and  ‘  tho 
‘  great  points*  which  this  trifling  phyjician  fancies  he  has  ‘  al- 

•  ready  attained  in  hygrology^  meteorology^  and  cbemtftry^  muft  be 
fejc£fe^  as  entirely  hypothetical.  In  fhort,  M.  de  Luc*s 

*  twenty  years  afliduoQs  labour  in  hygrometry*  upon  which  he 
aflumes  an  air  of  fuch  importance,  has  been  fpem  to  very  little 

I 

II.  On  the  Produftion  of  Ambergris.  A  Communi¬ 
cation  from  the  Committee  of  Council  appointed  for  the  Con- 
fideration  of  all  Matters  relating  to  trade  and  foreign  Planta¬ 
tions  ;  with  a  prefatory  Letter  from  William  Fawkener,  Efq.  to 
Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart.  P.  R.  S. — It  appears,  from  the  evidence 
of  Capuin  Coffin,  that,  in  the  South  fea,  the  whales  occur  in 
large  fcools^  from  15  to  1000;  that  the  males  and  females  are 
nearly  equd  in  number ;  that  the  fpermaceti  whales  feed  almofl 
wholly  on  the  fifh  called  /quids ;  and  that  ambergris  is  moft 
likely  to  be  found  in  fickly  whales.  This  drug  fells  for  about 
twenty  (hillings  an  ounce..  Captain  Coffin  obtaified  362  ounces 
from  a  fingle  nfh. 

Art.  Ilf.  Obfervations  on  the  Affinity  between  Bafaltes  and 
Granite.  By  Thomas  Beddoes,  M.  D.  Communicated  by 
Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart.  P.  R.  S. — Dr.  Beddoes  conceives  it  to 
be  thoroughly  eftablifhed,  that  bafaltes  are  formed  by  fubterra- 
neous  fufion  ;  and  to  granite  he  afcribes  the  fame  origin.  This 
opinion  is  fupported  by  judicious  arguments,  and  by  citations 
from  accurate  mineralogical  travellers.  Bafaltes  is  feen  to  pafs 
by  infenfible  gradations  through  {lorphyry  into  granite.  Che-, 
mical  ahalyfis  is  not  altogether  fufficient  to  decide  with  regard 
to  the  identity  of  thefe  ftones,  lince  the  proportions  of  the  com¬ 
ponent  parts  vary  widely  in  each  ftratum  and  in  each  f|>ccimen. 
The  difference  in  hardnefs,  or  in  the  fize  of  the  particles,  can-, 
not  be  efteemed  elTential ;  and  to  account  for  it,  the  ingenious 
author  offers  a  very  plaufible  conje£hire :  ^ 

^  No  faft  is  more  familiar  than  it  depends  altogether  on  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  fire,  and  the  time  of  cooling,  whether  a  mafs  (hall 
have  the  uniform  vitreous  fradure,  or  an  earthy  broken  grain,  arifing 
from  a  confufed  cryfralliiadon.  The  art  of  making  Reaumur’s 
porcelain  confifts  entirely  in  allowing  the  glafs  time  to  cryfiallife  by  ^ 
(low  refrigeration;  and  the  very  fame  mafs,  according  as  the  heat  is 
conduded,  may,  without  any  alteration  of  its  chemical  confficution, 
be  fucceffively  exhibited  any  number  of  times  as  glafs,  or  as  a  (lony 
matter  with  a  broken  grain.  In  the  flag  of  the  iron  furnaces,  tl^ 
fame  piece  generally  exhibits  both  of  thefe  appearances ;  the  upper 
furface  cools  faft,  and  is  glafs ;  what  lies  deeper  lofes  its  heat  more 
gradually,  and  is  allowed  tiim:  to  take  on  the  cryftalline  arrangement 

A  2  peculiar 
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peculiar  to  its  nature,  in  as  far  as  a  number  of  cryftals,  ftarting  frorn 
vaiious  points  at  once,  crowding  each  other,  will  admit  of  it.  Hcre^ 
L.vCed,  the  cryftals  are  uniform,  and  not  of  a  different  form  and 
compofuion,  as  in  granite  ;  fo  that  this  analogy  applies  clofely  onl/ 
to  bafaltes;  and  it  perfedlly  explains  why  this  body,  in  congealing, 
has  aifumed  an  earthy,  and  not  a  vitreous  grain.  But  it  is  eafy  tor 
conceive  how,  under  certain  variations  of  heat  and  mixture,  a  melted 
mafs  may  coagulate  into  quartz,  feldfpath,  or  mica.  The  moft  per¬ 
manent  difference  between  bafaltes  and  granite,  as  to  mixture,  con-* 
fills  in  the  quantity  of  iron  ;  for  the  earths,  in  the  innumerable  va* 
fieties  of  each,  vary  indefinitely  in  their  proportions ;  and  as  to  heat, 
that  perhaps  the  latter  having  been  in  general  raifed  from  a  greater 
depth,  and  confifting  of  more  huge  maffes,  muft  have  c(X)lca  more 
llouly  ;  and  perhaps  they  have  undergone  different  degrees  of  fufion# 
Befides,  toadftone,  bafaltes  inclofing  feldfpath,  zeolite,  &c.  various 
lav«s  clearly  denionftrate  that  heterogeneous  earthy  cryftals  do  fepa- 
rate  from  a  fufed  palle,  once  undoubtedly  as  uniform  as  a  metallic 
calx  and  its  reducing  flux  before  the  fubfidence  of  the.  metallic 
particles.’ 

A  ftriking  circumftance  in  the  natural  hlftory  of  bafaltes  and 
granite  is,  that  they  are  found  contiguous  and  involved  j  fo  that 
we  cannot  help  fuppofing  them  to  have  been  formed  by  the  fame 
operation.  It  is  almoft  a  general  rule  with  mineralogifts,  that 
lime  refts  on  fchiftus,  and  this  on  granite ;  but  Dr.  Beddoes 
mentions  numerous  inftances,  in  this  ifland,  where  bafaltes  is 
fubrtituted  in  the  feries  inftead  of  granite;  ‘  and  as  limeftone,* 
he  adds,  ‘  is  fometimes  faid  to  reft  immediately  on  granite,  fo 
*  at  the  foot  of  the  Wrekin  and  at  Lillefhall  Hill,  no  Hate  is  in- 
‘  terpofed  between  the  limeftone  and  bafaltes/ 

It  follows  from  thefe  obfervations,  that  the  common  divifidn 
of  mountains  into  primary  and  fccondary,  is  totally  without 
foundation : 

•  The  chains  of  granite,  fchiftus,  and  limeftone,  muft  be  all  co¬ 
eval;  for  if  the  central  chain  of  the  Alps  burft  as  a  body. expanded 
by  heaF  from  the  bovyels  of  the  earth,  it  reared  the  bordering  chains 
at'thc  fame  effort.  But  it  muft  be  rccolledicd,  that  the  mountains  no 
longer  wear  their  original  form,  valleys  having  been  cut  between  and 
through  them,  and  various  other  effeds  of  dilapidation  having  taken 
place.  It  is  by  no  means  difficult  to  underhand  why  no  exuviae  of 
organifed  bodies  are  found  in  thefe  imaginary  primitive  mountains. 
Riling  from  a  great  depth,  they  threw  afide  the  fuperficlal  accumula¬ 
tions  of  the  ancient  ocean.  What  was  deepeft  is  therefore  now  moft 
central;  and  what  lay  on  the  furface,  now  Ikirts  the  high  interior 
‘chains.  Hence  the  ftrata  reft  indifferently  on  granite,  bafaltes,  or 
lava  ;  all  which  fubftances  derive  from  their  fituation  an  equal  claim 
to  be  regarded  as  primordial  materials.* 
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It  is  furprifing,  as  the  inte  lligent  author  remarks,  that  the  in¬ 
veterate  error  juft  alluded  to  Ihoiild  have  prevailed  till  the  late 
publication  of  Dr.  Hutton’s  admirable  'Fheory  of  the  Earth,  in 
the  lirft  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Tranfadtions.  Dr.  Bed- 
does  concludes  this  paper  with  a  refutation  of  Sauflure’s 
opinion,  that  veins  of  granite  are  formed  by  the  infiltration  of 
water. 

Art.  IV.  On  Nebulous  Stars,  properly  fo  called.  By  Wil¬ 
liam  Herfchel,  LL.  D.  F.-R.  S. — Siikc  the  difeovery  of  the  te- 
lefcope,  it  has  generally  been  admitted  by  aftronomers,  that  the 
nebulous  appearance  of  ftars  arifes  from  tlie  confufed  light  of 
(mail  ftfllar  groups.  The  excellent  optical  inftruments  of 
Dr.  Herfchel  enabled  him  to  extend  and  confirm  this  opinion. 
But  fome  late  obfervations  have  difpofed  him  to  retradl,  and 
even  to  relapfe  into  the  old  dodlrine,  that  many  of  the  ftars  are 
immerfed  in  a  dilute,  luminous  fluid.  Of  thefe  obfervations, 
the  moft  fingular  is  thus  deferibed  in  his  journal :  ‘  November 
«  13,  1790.  A  moft  fingular  phenomenon  !  A  ftar  of  about 

*  the  8th  magnitude,  with  a  faint  luminous  atmofphere,  of  a 
‘  circular  form,  and  of  about  3^  diameter.  The  ftar  is  per- 
‘  fedlly  in  the  centre,  and  the  atmofphere  is  fo  diluted,  faint, 

*  and  equal  throughout,  that  there  can  be  no  furmife  of  its  con- 
‘  fifting  of  ftars  ;  nor  can  there  be  a  doubt  of  the  evident  con- 
‘  nexion  between  the  atmofphere  and  the  ftar.  Another  ftar, 
'  not  much  lefs  in  brightnefs,  and  in  the  fame  field  with  the 
‘  above,  was  perfectly  free  from  any  fuch  appearance.’— This 
phenomenon  is  very  favourable  to  the  opinion  which  Dr.  Herf¬ 
chel  has  now  adopted ;  but  we  much  doubt  if  the  inference  be 
not  haftily  drawn.  To  eftablifli  fuch  a  point,  would  require 
numerous  obfervations,  repeated  at  confiderable  intervals  of 
lime. 

Art.  V.  Abftra(5l  of  a  Regifter  of  the  Barometer,  Thermo- 
meter,  and  Rain,  at  Lyndon,  in  Rutland.  By  Thomas  Bar¬ 
ker,  Efq.  with  the  Rainj’n  Hampftiire  and  Surrey,  for  the  Year 

1789.  Communicated  by  Thomas  White,  Efq.  F.  R.  S. _ _ 

I'he  quantity  of  rain  which  in  1789  fell  at  Lyndon,  in  Rutland, 
was  28  inches,  and  Selbourn,  in  Hampfhire,  42  inches.  The 
winter  1788,  89,  though  intenfely  cold,  efpecially  in  the  fouth. 
of  Europe,  was  not  quite  fo  fevere  as  the  famous  one  ii^ 
1739>  . 

Art.  VI.  Obferv'ations  on  certain  horny  Excrefcences  of 
the  Human  Body.  By  Everard  Home,  Efq.  F.R.S.^ — Mr. 
Home  conceives  thefe  excrefcences  to  be  modifications  of  the 
cuticle,  the  effect  of  local  difeafe.  The  hiftory  which  he  gives 
of  fome  recent  cafes,  feems  to  eftablifh  this  opinion}  and  Mr. 
Hunter’s  theory  of  ineyfted  tumours  accounts  for  the  unnatural 

A  3  growth. 
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growth.  That  ingenious  anatomift  ^  confiders  the  internal 
‘  ftrudure  of  the  cyft  to  be  fo  circumftanced  refpw'dling  the 
^  body,  as  to  lofe  the  ftimulus  of  being  an  internal  part,  and 
‘  receive  the’  fame  impreflion  from  its  contents,  either  from 
^  their  nature,  or  the  length  of  application,  as  the  furface  of 

*  the  (kin  does  from  its  external  fituation.  It  therefore  takes 
‘  on  a£lions  fuited  to  fuch  llimuli,  undergoes  a  change  in  its 

*  ftrufture,  and  acquires  a  difpofition  (imilar  to  the  cutis,  and 

*  is  coniequently  polTeflcd  of  the  power  of  producing  cuticle 
K  and  hair/  The  excrefcences  above  mentioned,  though  they 
have  the  appearance  of  horns,  are  different  in  their  internal 
ftru£Iure  j  they  are  analogous  to  the  nails,  which  protrude  from 
the  furface  of  the  cutis. 

Art.  VII.  Confiderations  on  the  Convenience  of  meafuring 
an  Arch  of  the  Meridian,  and  of  the  Parallel  of  Longitude, 
having  the  Obfervatory  of  Geneva  for  their  common  Inter- 
fedlion.  By  Mark  Auguftus  Piftet,  Profeflbr  of  Philofophy  in 
the  Academy  of  Geneva  j  in  a  Letter  to  t>ir  Jofeph  Banks,  Bart, 
P.  R.  S. — Nothing  but  the  officious  importance  of  a  Genevefe, 
and  a  partial  fondnefs  to  his  country,  could  have  induced 
M.  Pi'3et  to  recommend  it  as  a  proper  feene  for  meafuring  an 
arch  of  the  meridian  for  amidd  the  mountains,  the  lakes,  and 
the  vallies  of  Switzerland,  the  deviation  of  the  pendulum  from 
the  perpendicular  would  be  very  confiderable,  nor  could  it  ever 
be  corre^ed  ;  not  to  mention  the  inconvenience  and  error  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  cxceffive  variations  of  temperature  in  thofe  Al¬ 
pine  traSs.  Befides,  a  degree  of  the  meridian,  nearly  in  that 

farallel,  has  been  already  meafured  accurately  by  the  celebrated 
'ather  Bofcovich, 

To  this  part  of  the  volume  is  fubjoined  the  Meteorological 
Journal  for  1790,  kept  at  the  apartments  of  the  Royal  Society. 
The  greateft  height  oi  the  thermometer  was  86%  and  the 
average  throughout  the  year  50t%.  The  greateft  height  of  the 
barometer  was  30.65  inches,  the  lowed  28.8,  and  n^ean  29.98, 
The  quantity  of  rain  was  16  inches. 

[  To  hi  continued^  ] 


Art.  II.  An  Expojition  cf  the  New  Tejiament  \  intended  as  an 
Jntrodu^ion  to  the  Study  <tf  the  Scriptures^  by  pointing  out  the 
hading  Senfe  and  Connexion  of  the  f acred  iVr iters*  By  William 
Gilpin^  M.  A*  Prebendary  of  Sarum^iAc*  pp.  700.  4to.  ll.  is. 
Blamire^  London,  1790. 

TT  is  a  plcafing  thought,  that  knowledge  is  now  more  univer- 
^  fally  difTufed  than  it  ever  was  in  any  paft  age  of  the  world, 
was  there  fugh  a  number  or  variety  of  readers  as  at  the 

prefent 
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prefent  time.  To  fupply  their  continued  demands^  it  is  ne« 
ccflary  that  there  fliould  be  a  confiderable  number  of  writers. 
As  there  is  a  great  diverfity  of  tafte  in  thofe  who  read,  it  is  rc- 
quifite  that  there  (hould  be  an  equal  diverfity  in  thofe  who  write, 
whether  it  be  for  amufement  or  inftrudlion.  This  holds  good 
in  regard  to  religion,  as  well  as  every  other  fubjeit,  and  to  the 

{^articular  branch  of  theological  fcience,  which  refpefts  the  il- 
uftration  of  the  facred  feriptures.  Some  love  an  acute  critic  ; 
others  a  (kilful  philologlftj  others  a  pious  commentator;  and 
others  a  fimple  expofitor,  who  will  plainly  deliver  the  meaning 
of  the  facred  oracles.  Mr.  Gilpin  is  a  writer  of  the  laft  de- 
feription.  In  a  dedication  to  the  Biflbop  of  Salifbury  he  thus 
announces  his  work : 

^  Among  the  many  cxpofitions  of  the  fcrlptures»  I  know  none  of 
the  kind  1  now  offer,  under  your  lordlhip’s  patronage,  to  the  public. 
You  exadly  hit  my  idea  when  you  called  it  a  readable  one,  in  oppofi- 
tion,  I  fuppofc,  to  the  generality  of  expoAtions,  which  are  too  diffufe 
to  be  read  with  eafe,  though  much  Atter  to  be  confulted  than  mine. 

‘  Though  I  have  not  the  prefumption,  my  lord,  to  fuppofe  that 
mine  can  be  of  much  ufe  to  the  profeAed  fcholar,  yet  I  am  willing  to 
flatter  myfelf  it  may  be  of  feme  aiAAance  to  two  claflcs  of  people  :  to 
the  younger  ftudents  in  divinity,  as  an  introduftion  to  the  feriptures ; 
and  to  thofe  whofe  engagements  in  the  world,  or  neceflary  buAnefs, 
may  prevent  their  making  deeper  refearches,’ 

The  dedication  is  followed  by  a  very  fcnfible  general  preface, 
in  the  courfe  of  which  Mr.  Gilpin  favours  us  with  an  account 
of  his  defign,  which  we  fhall  tranferibe : 

•  The  following  work  is  certainly  not  intended  as  a  fubfitute  to  the 
labours  of  the  many  learned  men  who  have  commented  on  the  ferip- 
turcs,  but  as  an  introdu^ion  to  them.  It  is  meant  to  give,  in  a  (hort 
co'mpafs,  a  general  idea  of  what  the  commentator  difeuAes  at  large. 
In  their  works  we  have  the  parts  often  ably  explained,  but. rarely  a 
connefted  view  of  the  whole.  In  the  following  work  this  plan  hath 
been  reverfed.  The  general  fenfe  and  connexion  of  the  whole  hath 
been  attended  to,  without  regarding  minutely  the  critical  examinatioa 
of  farts ;  fo  that  the  reader  may  purfue  the  narrative,  or  argument, 
without  interruption.  This  endeavour  to  place  the  leading  fubjeft  in 
the  faireA  point  of  light,  hath  fometimes  made  me  more  concife  than 
I  fliould  otherwife  have  chofen  to  be.  I  wiflied  to  avoid  what  I 
thought  the  greateft  fault  of  paraphrafls,  that  of  faying  every  thing 
that  can  be  fald,  and  leaving  nothing  to  the  reader’s  obfervation. 
Many  parts  of  fcrlpture  require  no  explanation;  and  a  difficult  part 
of  feripture  is  not  always  difficult  bccaufe  it  is  concife.  An  expla¬ 
nation,  perhaps,  need  employ  no  mo  e  words  than  a  difficulty.  It 
appeared  to  me,  in  fliort,  a  ufeful  mode  of  commenting  to  give  juft 
the  leading  fenfe,  which  is  fometimes  loft,  or  however  injured,  in  a 
multiplicity  of  words ;  while,  I  truft,  I  have  left  nothing  unfaid, 
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except  in  crlticsil  matters,  which  will  not  eafily  ftrike  an  obfervant 
ircader,  on  looking  into  the  original.  I  have  fometimes  alfo  abridged, 
where  a  fenttment  or  fa£l  is  drawn  out,  according  to  the  Jewiih 
idiom,  into  repetition ;  or  where  a  dodrine  relates  to  feme  ancient 
error,  and  is  lefs  intereding  at  this  time.  But  when  1  overrun  a  re^l 
difficulty,  the  reader  will  generally  find  fome  account  of  it  in  the 
notes ;  unlefs  it  relates  to  any  nicety  of  verbal  criticifm,  which  1  leave 
to  works  more  profefledJy  written  on  thofe  fubjedls.  I  refer,  however, 
to  each  verfe  in  the  margin,  that  the  reader  may  with  eafe  apply 
clfewhere  for  fatisfaftion  when  he  mifles  it  here.  A  clear,  connedled 
difeourfe,  without  paufing  long  at  obftacles,  hath  been  chiefly  aimed 
at,  which  may  itfelf  Icfl'cn  many  difficulties ;  and,  by  throwing  a 
general  light  over  the  wfiolc,  make  even  the  parts  more  intelligible, 
‘lam  more  and  more  convinced  (fays  a  pious  and  able  expofitor  *), 
that  the  vulgar  fenfe  of  the  New  I'eltament,  that  is,  the  fenfe  in  which 
an  honell  man  of  plain  fenfe  would  take  it  on  his  firft  reading  it,  is 
almoft  every  where  the  true  general  fenfe  of  any  paflage ;  though  an 
acquaintance  with  the  language  and  antiquity,  with  an  attentive  me- 
dilation  on  the  text  and  context,  may  illuflrate  the  fpirit  and  energy 
of  a  muliitudc  of  places.’ 

*  Upon  the  whole,  I  have  endeavoured,  in  this  expofition,  as  nearly 
as  I  can,  to  give  the  feriptures  iq  fuch  a  drefs,  as  1  humbly  (very 
humbly)  fuppofe  they  might  have  appeared  in,  if  they  had  been 
written  originally  in  Englifti ;  and  accommodated  to  the  cuftoms, 
idioms,  and  modes,  of  phrafeology  now  in  ufe ;  and  by  giving  them 
this  modern  call,  1  have  attempted  to  make  the  fenfe  of  them  as  fami¬ 
liar  to  our  ears  as  it  was  to  thofe  of  the  early  Chriftians.  One  great 
point  I  haye  laboured  is,  to  make  the  connexion  between  the  feveral 
parts  of  a  difeourfe  as  eafy  as  1  can.  The  Jewiih  writers,  among 
whom  compofition  was  not  cuhivated  as  a  fcience,  w'cre  little  atten¬ 
tive  to  this  matter.  A  train  of  ideas  no  doubt  flowed  regularly  in 
th.dr  minds ;  but  it  is  not  always  obvious  to  a  modern  ear,  vvhich  b 
accu homed  to  a  more  artificial  combination.  In  tbe  writings  of 
St.  Paul  this  abruptnefs  is  particularly  remarkable.  On  this  point  I 
have  taken  all  the  pains  1  could,  and  have  ufed  the  bed  helps  Z  could 
find  to  (hew  the  connexion.* 

Many  things  in  this  preface  will  be  found  exceedingly  ufeful 
fo  the  perfons  for  vyhofe  ufe  this  commentary  is  dcfigncd,  Mr. 
Gilpin’s  ideas  of  infniration  yve  do  not  entirely  approve  :  objec¬ 
tions  might  be  brought  againft  his  hypothcfis,  which  he  would 
find  it  difficult  to  anfwer.  Vo  the  g<jfpels  is  prefixed  a  life  of 
Chrilf,  drawn  from  the  prophecies  of  the  Old  Tcilament,  and 
arranged  under  proper  heads.  T  here  is  a  (liort  preface,  too 
fhert,  indeed,  to  each  of  the  books  of  the  New  Teftament ;  and 
jhere  are  a  few  notes  to  elucidate  difficult  paflages.  But  the 
narurc  of  Mr.  Gilpin- s  work  will  be  bell  underftood  by  felefling, 

♦  Doddridge- s  Family  Expofitor,  Vol.  II.  p.  29. 
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Ip  'as  a  fpecimen,  a  pafl'age  from  the  gofpel  hiftory,  and  another 
«  from  the  cpiftles,  which  the  reader  may  compare  with  our 
.  tranflation. 

The  parable  of  the  prodigal  fon,  recorded  in  Luke  xv.  12 — 32, 

. I  he  thus  narrates: 

j*  A  certain  man,  faid  he,  had  two  fons;  the  younger  of  whom, 
tired  of  the  reftraint  of  a  well-ordered  family,  begged  his  father  to 
give  him  at  once  his  inheritance,  and  leave  him  to  himfelf.  Having 
obtained  his  requelt,  he  fet  out  directly  in  fearch  of  happinefs,  on  a 
Jong  journey.  Riot  and  prodigality  attended  all  his  fteps  ;  and  beg. 
gary  and  dirtrefs  foon  followed.  I'o  fupply  the  receffities  of  nature, 
Jie  was  at  length  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  molt  fervile  employments, 
Jlut  his  mifery  Hill  increafing,  he  came  at  length  to  a  relolution  to 
return  to  his  father,  and  try,  if  poHible,  to  regain  his  affedtions. 
With  the  deepeft  humility,  therefore,  and  contrition,  he  returned 
;ilmoft  in  the  agony  of  dclpair.  But  his  father  feeing  him  at  a  dlf* 
f  tance,  ran  to  meet  him  ;  and  throwing  his  arms  around  his  neck,  rc- 

i  ceived  him  with  unbounded  tendernefs ;  and  carrying  him  home, 

fpent  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  rejoicing. 

‘  The  elder  brother  in  the  mean  time  was  in  the  fields ;  but  re¬ 
turning  in  the  evening,  was  furprifed,  as  he  approached  the  heufe,  to 
hear  the  found  of  muiic  and  fellivity.  Calling,  therefore,  one  of  the 
^  fervants  to  him,  he  inquired  the  cauie  ;  and  being  informed  that  hit 
brother  had  returned  fafe,  and  that  his  father  had,  on  that  account, 

.  made  a  day  of  rejoicing;  he  was  highly  dilpleuled,  and  refuled  to  go 

^  in.  His  father  condelccnded  even  to  entreat  him ;  but  he  was  re¬ 

ceived  with  reproaches.  1,  who  have  ferved  you,  faid  the  haughty 
youth,  all  my  life  with  fidelity,  never  received  the  leai^  token  of  any 
particular  attention.  Bfit  when  your  prodigal  fon  returns,  after  con- 
.  fuming  all  he  had  in  riot,  nothing  is  thought  too  good  for  him. 

*  To  all  this  impropriety  pf  language  the  father  tenderly  replied. 
Son,  you  arc  ever  with  me,  and  have  partaken  always  of  my  kind- 
}iefs.  Be  fatisfied  therefore;  and  be  not  olFended  at  my  receiving 
with  affedion  your  loft  brother,  who  is  reftored  to  me  by  contrition, 

■  penitence,  and  refolutions  of  obedience.* 

. From  the  epiftles  vve  fhall  feled  the  apoftle^s  prayer  for  the 
,  Chriftians  at  Ephefus,  chap.  iii.  13. 

^  Gonfider  my  fufferings,  therefore,  as  the  fource  of  your  advan- 
Wi!  ^  thank  God  they  are.  1  repine  not  at  them.  I  bow  my 

■pl  knees  to  the  Father  of  heaven  and  earth,  ir.ticaiing  him  to  perfed 
bis  work,  ant},  by  his  bleffed  infiuence,  to  form  in  your  hearts  the 
jr  ^  gofpel  i^urit  of  faith  and  love.  1  pray  God  give  you  as  full  and 
F  pomprchenfive  a  knowledge  of  Chriftianitv  as  we  mortals  can  attain  ! 
^  and  fill  your  minds  with  his  wonderful  mercies  and  goodnefs  through 
'-L  Chrift,  for  which  every  thought  pf  oqr  hearts  Ihould  be  imprehed 
>vith  gratitude  and  praife!’ 

H  Mr.  Gilpin’s  tafk  is  exceedingly  arduous.  There  is  fo  much 
finjplicity  and  naivete  in  the  hiftorical  part  of  the  feriptures,  that 
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jf  other  language  be  attempted,  it  is  the  moil  difficult  thing  in 
the  world  to  equal  its  beauty,  and  to  preferve  its  unaffected  and 
enchanting  garb.  And  in  the  doCtrinal  parts  there  is  fuch  a 
fulnefs  of  matter,  and  fuch  an  abundance  of  ideas,  delivered  in  a 
manner  fo  concife  and  ftrilcing,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  deliver 
the  fame  fentiments  in  as  few  words ;  and  in  the  ufe  of  different 
expreffions  there  is  the  greaceft  danger  of  lofing  the  fpirit,  force, 
and  richnefs  of  the  original.  If  Mr.  Gilpin  has  exemplified 
thcfe'remarics,  it  is  not  to  be  aferibed  to  a  want  of  talents,  or' 
of  application,  but  to  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft,  and  the  mode 
of  writing  that  he  has  chofen.  At  the  fame  time  we^  are  far 
from  tiiinking  but  that  this  commentary  may  have  its  ufe  in  con¬ 
veying  a  coniiderable  portion  of  facred  knowledge  to  that  clafs 
of  readers  for  whom  it  was  defigncd. 

r  W 


Art.  III.  The  Hijlory  of  the  principal  TranfaSlions  of  the  hijh 
Parliament y  from  the  Tear  1634  to  1666;  containing  Proceedings 
of  the  Lords  and  Commons  during  the  Admini /I ration  of  the  Earl 
of  Strajfordy  and  of  the  frji  Duke  of  Ormond  \  with  a  Narra¬ 
tive  of  bis  Grace^s  Lifcy  colleSted  from  the  Papers  of  Sir  Robert 
Southwel/y  Knt.  Secretary  of  State  in  Irelandy  and  Preftdent  of 
the  Royal  Society.  To  which  is  prefixed^  a  Preliminary  Difeourfe 
071  the  ancient  Parliaments  of  that  Kingdom.  By  the  Right  Hon. 
Lo^d  A'lountmorres.  pp.  843*  2  vols.  8vo.  12S.  boards. 
Cadell.  London,  1792. 

-  t 

^T^HE  prefent  work  is  modelled  according  to  the  idea  of  the 
.  ^  late  Sir  Richard  Cox,  who  compofed  a  ftiort  narrative  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Irifh  parliament  in  the  feffion  of  1737. 
The  original  defign  of  the  author  was  to  write  a  brief  account 
of  every  feffion  in  both  houfes,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
journals ;  but  the  plan  was  abridged,  upon  the  conviCfion  that 
the  labour  of  an  individual  was  unequal  to  fo  laborious  a  com¬ 
pilation. 

This  work  is  introduced  with  a  preliminary  difeourfe,  contain¬ 
ing  an  account  cf  the  expedition  of  Earl  Strongbow,  and  of 
Henry  the  Second,  into  Ireland,  from  Giraldus  Cambrenfis; 
after  which  is  given  a  narrative  of  the  fellions  of  parliament, 
from  the  ninth  year  of  Edward  the  Second  till  the  reign  of  Eli- 
fcaberh  ;  of  the  feffions  of  parliament  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth ; 
of  the  feffions  in  1613,  1614,  and  1615,  '!  he  moft  memo¬ 

rable  tranfictions  in  thofe  times  is  the  famous  adl  called  Poyn- 
iiig's  Law,  which  regulated  the  mode  of  fuinmoning  parliaments, 
aiiid  of  palling  law’s. 
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The  author  then  pafles  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Irifli  parlia* 
ment  from  1634  to  1666,  during  the  life  and  adminiftration  of 

fcr\cs  Butler,  the  firft  Duke  of  Ormond,  whofe  hiftory,  drawn 
m  the  materials  colleded  by  Sir  Robert  Southwell,  is  pre- 
ixed  to  this  part  of  the  work.  The  memoirs  bear  ftrong  marks 
of  authenticity  and  good  information,  but  cannot  now  be  re¬ 
garded  as  interefting.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  Irilh  parliament  in  general.  7'he  detail  being  taken 
from  the  J  ournals,  is  undoubtedly  well  founded;  but  it  con- 
‘  tains  no  incident  of  importance ;  nor,  indeed,  tould  any  fuch 
be  expefted,  while  the  Irifh  parliament  continued  to  be  impli¬ 
citly  direded,  either  by  the  legiflature  or  the  executive  power 
of  England.  Lord  Mountmorres,  neverthelefs,  has  fet  an  ex¬ 
ample  to  future  times,  of  laying  before  the  public  a  genuine 
narrative  of  the  proceedings  of  parliament;  though  no  friend  to 
his  country  will  ever  wifh  for  thofe  turbulent  periods,  during 
which  alone  fuch  records  can  afford  gratification  to  curiofity* 
The  moft  pleafing  part  of  the  prefent  work,  is  the  account,  oc- 
tafionally  interfperfed,  of  fome  eminent  charaders.  An  ap¬ 
pendix  contains  Lord  Mountmorres’s  fpeech  relative  to  rc- 
,  hearing  caufes — heads  of  the  eftablifliment  of  Ireland— cata¬ 
logue  of  the  Irilh  nobility  in  1571  and  1681 — inftrudtions  for 
the  council  of  trade — a  ftate  of  the  parliament  at  Weftminfter 
in  1654 — an  indenture,  containing  a  grant  of  all  his  majefty’s 
revenue  of  Ireland. 


*  Art.  IV .  Voyages  to  the  Coaji  of  Africa^  by  MeJJrs.  Saugnter  and 

{  Brijjon :  containing  an  Account  of  their  Shipwreck  on  board  dif- 

,  ferent  Veffels^  and  fubfequent  Slavery  \  and  i  tit  ere  fling  Details  of 

t  the  Manners  of  the  Arabs  of  the  Deferty  and  of  the  Slave  Tradcy 

*  as  carried  on  at  Senegal  and  Galam.  IVith  an  accurate  Map  of 

\  Africa.  Tranjlated  from  the  French,  pp.  500.  8vo.  7s.  boards. 

Robinfons.  London,  1792. 
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T  N  the  account  of  foreign  countries  the  great  object  of  an  au- 
thor  being  the  gratification  of  curiofity,  no  fpecies  of  writing 
has  been  more  often  fabricated  than  that  of  voyages  and  travels. 
Amongft  the  numerous  produiSlions  of  this  kind,  Africa  has  a 
principal  (hare;  and  both  from  the  great  extent  and  natural  cir- 
cumftances  of  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  there  is  reafon  to  ex- 
pedl  that  it  will  long  continue  to  be  the  feene  of  geographical 
jnveftigation.  Xo  diferiminate  authentic  from  fictitious  narra¬ 
tives  in  the  recital  of  voyages,  is  on  many  occafions  literally 
impoffible.  Such,  therefore,  as  contain  nothing  which  violates 
credibility,  have  doubtlefs  a  juft  claim  to  be  received  by  the 

public 
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public  with  candour ;  and  we  may  add  in  favour  of  the  prefent 
work,  that  it  has  at  leall  the  appearance  of  being  genuine. 

The  firft  of  thefe  voyages  is  to  Senegal,  and  was  performed 
in  1784,  The  fhip  ftriking  on  a  fand-bank  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  it  was  fooii  after  wrecked,  and  the  crew,  who  faved 
their  lives,  were  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  indigence  and  fiavery. 

Of  the  circumftances  attending  this  unfortunate  incident  w^c 
ihall  extract  a  part  of  the  nanative : 

*  We  were  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  it  (the  coaft  of 
Africa),  nor  could  we  diftinguifti  any  thing  on  the  ftiore  :  this,  how¬ 
ever,  did  not  prevent  M.  Decham,  the  matter’s  mate,  a  native  of 
Bourdcaux>  only  nineteen  years  old,  but  of  a  bold  and  intrepid  dif- 
pnfition,  from  leaping  into  the  Tea.  He  tied  the  deepfea-line  ♦  round 
his  waift,  that  it  might  ferve  him  to  tow  a  fomewhat  thicker  rope 
afhore,  that  would  have  been  a  great  aftiftance  to  us,  in  cafe  of  the 
(hip’s  going  to  pieces. 

.  ‘  The  rocks  among  which  this  young  man  was  obliged  to  fwim,  '  th 

made  him  let  go  the  line ;  fo  that  his  courage  was  of  no  ufe  to  us.  le 

Overcome  with  fatigue  and  cold,  he  (heltered  himfelf  from  the  wind  si 

in  a  Caftc  that  the  fea  had  already  carried  to  the  beach.  id 

‘  Scarcely  was  he  in  it,  when  we  faw  an  animal  running  along  the 
fea  fide,  which  our  fear  transformed  into  a  tiger ;  it  was  a  dog,  be-  ^ 

longing  to  fome  Moors,  who  foon  after  made  their  appearance.  The  h 

people  known  in  Europe  by  the  general  name  of  Moors,  compofe,  fi 

however,  fevcral  nations;  thofe  whom  we  perceived  are  the  de- 
feendants  of  the  wandering  Arabs,  and  of  the  Portuguefe  fugitives, 
who  took  refuge  in  Zaara  when  the  (herifs  made  themfelves  matters  o 

of  the  three  kingdoms  of  Barbary:  they  are  known  in  Africa  by  ^ 

the  general  appellation  of  Nar.  Thofe  who  occupy  the  country  * 

where  we  were  wrecked,  arc  called  Mongearts :  they  are  only  go-  ^ 

verned  by  chiefs  of  hordes,  and  acknowledge  no  fovereign  but  the  ^ 

Emperor  of  Morocco;  to  whom,  however,  they  pay  no  tribute,  and  ^ 

whofe  very  laws  they  do  not  obferve.  Thofe  who  inhabit  the  country  I 

towards  Cape  Blanco,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Niger,  are  known  by  ' 

feveral  names,  and  have  their  own  princes ;  the  moft  confiderable  J 

arc  the  King  of  the  Blacnars,  and  the  King  of  the  Trafnars. 

*  Thefe  people  are  miferably  poor,  dettitute  of  every  thing,  and  ® 

live  only  upon  what  they  can  find  or  tteal.  The  earth  they  inhabit  /  ^ 

not  fupplying  their  wants,  they  eagerly  feize  every  thing  that  feems  \  \ 

likely  to  fatisfy  them.  They  came  running  down  in  crowds  to  the 
fea-fide,  and  bellowing  in  the  mott  dreadful  manner. 

*  On  hearing  their  cries  the  wretched  Decham  left  his  calk,  and  ,  i, 

throwing  himfelf  into  the  fea,  attempted  to  fwim  back  to  the  (hip;  j 

but  he  was  foon  ftopped  by  the  Moors,  who  leaped  in  after  him.  J 

'fhey  dragged  him  to  the  beach,  ftripped  him  of  his  (hirt,  and  led  ^ 
him  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  Standing  all  on  the  fore  part  of  the  (hip,  ^ 


♦  Line  for  founding  in  deep  water. 
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♦c  ftrctched  out  our  arms  towards  them,  and  implored  their  mercy, 
&s  if  they  could  have  heard  us.  Our  weak  voices  did  not  reach  them, 
por  did  they  even  feem  to  pay  attention  to  our  geftures.  By  the  help 
Oi  our  glaflcs  we  faw  them  make  a  hole  in  the  fand,  put  the  wretched 
Uechain  in  it,  and  cover  him  entirely. 

-  «  I’vvo  men  guarded  him,  and  the  others  returned  to  the  beach; 
pprt  of  them  leaping  into  the  fea,  and  fwimming  towards  the  veflel, 
while  the  reft  were  employed  in  picking  up  the  fragments  of  the  calks 
we  had  thrown  overboard.  They  then  kindled  them,  ran  to  fetch 
Decham,  carried  him  between  feur,  and  expofed  him  to  the  fire. 
Sometimes  they  fufpended  him  by  the  feet,  fometimes  they  held  him 
Uanfverfely,  and  handed  him  from  one  to  another.  New  moun* 
tiuncers  coming  down  took  the  place  of  the  firft,  who  began  to  dance 
found  the  fire  with  horrid  cries.  At  this  moment  we  gave  him  up 
for  loft,  our  frighted  imagination  making  us  regard  as  the  height  of 
inhumanity  in  this  people  what  was  no  more  than  the  figns  of  their 
pity  and  fenlibility. 

‘  Our  failors,  little  accuftomed  to  a  fight  of  this  nature,  fancied 
they  had  killed  and  eaten  him ;  feveral  even  affirmed  that  they  had 
fcen  him  torn  to  pieces.  It  was  in  vain  we  told  them  that  no  can- 
pibals  exilled  on  thofe  coafts ;  nothing  could  make  them  change  their 

idea. 

*  Neither  the  orders  of  the  officers,  nor  of  the  captain  himfelf, 
were  any  longer  lillened  to.  They  imagined  that  the  favag*es  would 
be  bold  enough  to  come  on  board,  and  were  determined,  they  faid,  to 
fight  to  the  la  ft  extremity. 

‘  Finding  that  no  reafons  could  prevail  upon  the  crew  to  lighten 
the  velTel,  which  the  waves  drove  towards  the  coaft,  I  went  upon  deck, 
ofiering  money  to  any  body  that  would  take  it.  A  bag  of  twelve 
hundred  livres,  that  1  had  received  from  M.  Follie,  was  emptied  in  a 
moment.  Alihrugh  they  were  certain  that  if  they  faved  their  lives 
riiis  money  would  be  of  no  ufe  to  them,  yet  it  ferved  to  draw  them 
Out  of  that  kind  of  lethargy  into  which  they  were  funk.  -A  part  of 
them  bufied  themfelves  again  in  lightening  the  vefTcl,  while  the  others 
put  the  arms  in  order. .  They  were  fcarcely  prepared,  when  the  cap¬ 
tain  ordered  every  body  to  leave  off  work.  His  defign  was  to  repair 
|o  the  beach  in  parties  well-armed. 

‘  Two  fwivcls  loaded  with  langridge  fhot  were  put  into  the  barge  ; 
we  hoifted  it  out  by  main  ttrength,  and  four  failors  got  into  it,  fully 
-refolvcd  to  make  a  defperate  defence.  We  were  perfuaded  that 
■  ^jhefe  people  feeing  them  armed,  would  not  dare  to  attack  them  ;  we 
(thought  befidcs  that. our  fwivels  were  more  than  fufficient  to  keep 
them  off;  luckily,  however,  our  project  proved  ineffectual.  Our 
tneafures  liad  been  ill  taken  ;  the  barge  overfet,  and  our  people  were 
fortunate  enough  to  get  on  board  again,  by  the  help  of  ropes  we  in- 
-  fiantly  threw  out. 

‘  This  event  did  not  make  us  abandon  our  idea;  the  long-boat  re¬ 
mained,  and  we  rcfolved  to  make  ufe  of  it  to  execute  the  fame  pro- 
^  jecU  Working  wiui  the  greateft  ardour  to  get  it  over  the  fide,  we 
m  4  exhaufted 
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cxhaufted  our  ftrength,  and  were  obliged  to  take  fome  refreihmenN 
This  was  what  faved  us.  Reflediou  made  us  perceive  the  danger 
to  which  we  were  fo  wantonly  expofing  ourfelves.  The  idea  of  lay. 
ing  a  deck  over  the  long-boat  came  into  the  head  of  one  of  us,  and 
we  believed  it  to  be  of  eafy  execution.  Our  captain  thinking  we 
were  wrecked  upon  Cape  Non,  hoped  by  thefe  means  to  reach  the 
Canary  [(lands.  Others  faid  it  would  be  eafter  to  reach  Senegal,  on 
account  of  the  winds  that  prevail  in  thole  latitudes.  This  latter  opi. 
nion  was  the  bed,  and  would  have  been  followed.  We  fet  to  work, 
but  without  fucceft,  being  only  able  to  nail  on  a  few  planks.  After 
infinite  pains  in  holding  out  the  boat,  we  moored  it  alongfide  with 
flout  ropes,  for  fear  it  fhould  meet  with  the  fame  fate  as  our  barge. 
We  then  put  on  board  provifions,  money,  arms,  and  our  molt  valuable 
eflfeAs;  but  however  wifely  our  meafures  were  taken,  we  were  once 
more  difappointed  in  our  hopes.* 

The  author  informs  us  that  the  Moors,  to  whofe  lot  he  fell, 
treated  him  with  fuch  unexpeded  kindnefs,  that  he  became  fui- 
cerely  attached  to  them.  The  horde  to  which  he  belonged  was 
compofed  of  fifty  two  tents,  fometimes  altogether,  fi>metimes 
divided,'  according  as  the  convenience  of  pafturage  required. 
Thefe  tents  are  made  of  ttrong  black  ftufF,  of  goat^s  and  ea¬ 
rners  hair.  All  their  furniture  confifts  of  fome  ftraw  ropes  for 
their  cattle,  and  an  earthen  pot  to  warm  their  milk,  or  boil  their 
meat,  a  ladle,  a  mat,  a  knife,  a  pike,  and  a  great  ftone,  which 
ferves  as  a  hammer  to  drive  in  the  pins  of  the  tent.  The  men 
pafs  their  time  in  tending  their  flocks,  and  in  hunting;  and  the 
women  in  fpinning  and  dreffing  their  victuals.  Both  fexes  alike 
wear  goat  (kins.  The  finery  of  the  men  confifts  in  the  beauty 
of  their  arms,  fuch  as  daggers,  fabres,  and  mufkets,  and  in  a 
firing  of  large  white  cryftal.  That  of  the  women  confifts  in 
necklaces  of  amber,  coral,  or  glafs  beads,  and  in  gold  or  filver 
ear-rings. 

When  any  thing  is  ftolen  unperceived,  it  ever  afterwards  be¬ 
longs  to  the  thief.  •  Hence  arifes  this  people’s  inclination  for 
rapine :  they  do  not  think  they  commit  a  crime,  and  only  follow, 
in  this  rcfpc£l,  a  cuft'om  allowed  by  their  laws. 

The  fidelity  of  the  women  among  the  Mongearts  is  incor¬ 
ruptible.  Different  in  their  opinions  from  all  tne  other  Maho¬ 
metans,  they  think  they  are  immortal  like  the  men ;  but  they 
do  not  flatter  themfelves  with  the  poflibility  of  obtaining  hap- 
ptnefs  in  the  next  world,  unlefs  when  they  ihall  have  been  faith- 
f^ul  to^h^ir  hufbands.  If  they  fhould  fail  in  this  duty,  they  be¬ 
lieve  that  they  fhould  be  the  eternal  flaves  of  the  more  virtuous 
part  of  their  lex,  without  ever  partaking  of  their  blifs. 

The  author  fgives  an  account  of  a  people  known  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  name  of  Monfelemincs,  in  Bilidulgerid,  Their  govern¬ 
ment 
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mcnt  is  republican,  and  they  choofc  new  chiefs  every  year. 
This  nation,  more  induftrious  than  their  neighhpUiS,  gives 
attention  to  agriculture.  The  chief  of  each  family  having 
chofen  the  ground  that  appears  to  him  moft  proper,  they 
(lightly  turn  up  the  furface  of  the  earth  with  a  kind  of  crook^ 
and  then  throw  in  the  feed.  The  crop  is  ripe  in  three. months; 
and  they  cut  their  corn  at  about  fix  inches  from  the  ear. 

The  author  thus  deferibes  the  unhappy  ftate  of  the  empire  of 
Morocco : 

<  The  people  fubjeft  to  the  dominion  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco^ 
are  lefs  happy  than  thofe  of  whom  I  have  Juft  fpoken.  The  preju¬ 
dices  of  their  nation,  the  arbitrary  power  of  their  princes,  whom  they 
believe  to  be  defeended  from  the  great  prophet ;  the  pillage  to  which 
they  are  ever  expofed,  whether  at  war  or  not ;  the  neceflity  of  con¬ 
cealing  their  property,  for  fear  of  being  ftripped  of  it  by  the  empe¬ 
ror  or  his  governors ;  all  concur  to  make  them  Haves  and  barbarians. 
They  have  no  regard  for  their  neighbours ;  plunder  and  rob  one 
another  as  often  as  it  is  in  their  power;  and,  lubiefl  in  every  thing 
to  the  will  of  an  imperious  mafter,  they  have  not  even  the  liberty  of 
lamenting  their  fad  fituation.  Their  greateft  misfortures,  no  doubt, 
is  their  ignorance  of  all  the  focial  affeclions.  The  father  fears  his 
fon,  the  mn  is  afraid  of  his  father  ;  and  thus  from  this  complication 
of  vices  and  prejudices,  the  MooriQi  nation,  which  poffefTes  one  of 
the  faireft  portions  of  the  earth,  is  always  wretched,  and  often  in 
want  of  the  very  neceffaries  of  life.’ 

We  are  next  prefented  with  an  account  of  a  voyage  to  Ga- 
lam ;  a  fmall  village,  known  only  as  the  place  of  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Senegal,  for  the  purpofe  of  felling  their  com^ 
modities.  -  This  place,  however,  has  its  king,  who  is  faid 
to  have  been  brought  up  at  Senegal,  and  fpeaks  French  and 
EnglKh  fluently. 

Much  of  the  narrative,,  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  vo¬ 
lume,  relates  to  the  trade  carried  on  at  Senegal  and  Galani, 
interfperfed  with  a  general  defcripti'on  of  the  country,  and  the 
manners  of  the  inhabitants.  The  author  acknowledges,  and 
we  doubt  not  with  truth,  that  he  ardently  wiflied  to  be  reftored 
to  his  own  country;  but  we  And,  from  the  preface,  that,  not- 
witbflanding  the  difafters  incurred  in  both  voyages,  he  is  dc- 

flrous  of  being  yet  employed  in  prolecuting  refearcbes  into 
Africa. 


Art. 


i6 


The  Rights  of  Juries  defended* 


Art.  V.  The  Rights  of  Juries  defended  \  together  with  the 
short  ties  of  Law  in  Support  of  thoje  Rights  \  and  the  Objeffions 
to  Mr,  Fox^s  Libel  Bill  refuted.  By  Charles^  Earl  Stanhope^ 
F.  R,  S:  and  of  the  Society  of  A»ts^  and  Member  of  the  Ame^ 
rican  Philofophical  Society  at  Philadelphia,  pp.  164.  8vo.  3s.  6d. 
Elmfly,  London,  1792. 

mode  of  trial  by  jury  has  ever  been  regarded  as  an  in-^ 
valuable  privilege  in  the  Britifli  conftitution  ;  and  to  pre- 
ferve  the  rights  of  juries  inviolate  mufl  therefore  be  an  objedl  of 
the  laft  importance  to  the  free-born  fubjedls  of  thefe  kingdoms. 
It  unfortunately  happens,  however,  that,  in  cafes  of  libel,  the 
theory  and  praftice  of  jurifprudence,  in  this  country,  have  long 
been  at  variance  with  each  other.  Thofe  who  arc  jealous  of 
every  apparent  encroachment  on  the  conftitution  affirm,  that 
juries  have  an  undeniable  right  to  judge  of  the  law  as  well  as 
the  fa£f,  in  cafes  of  libel,  no  lefs  than  in  every  other  charge  of 
offence  fubmitted  to  the  decifion  of  their  verdict  j  while  thofe 
lawyers,  on  the  other  hand,  who  are  tenacious  of  power  and 
confequence,  maintain  that  juries  have  a  right  to  judge  only  of 
the  matter  of  Vo  inveftigate  this  important  controverfy, 

is  the  objedf  of  Earl  Stanhope  in  the  elaborate  production  now 
before  us;'  in  which  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  his  lordffiip 
difplays  great  force  of  argument,  as  well  as  abfti  ufe  difquifition 
into  legal  authorities  on  the  fubjecl.  Were  we  to  prefent  our 
readers  with  all  the  pointed  obfervations  in  this  treatife,  we 
fhould  much  exceed  the  limits  of  our  journal ;  and  (hall  there¬ 
fore  only  fubmit  to  their  attention  the  following  paffage,  which 
feems  to  be  decifivc  of  the  difpute : 

•  Suppofe  an  indiClment  to  be  preferred  againft  a  man  for  forgirg 
a  hill  of  exchangCy  the  whole  of  which  bill  is  fet  forth  in  the  indict¬ 
ment,  Now,  there  are  tn,vo  points  of  la<w  which  arife  in  this  cafe; 
cither  or  both  of  which  may  be  the  fubjeCl  matter  upon  which  the  jury 
Jnay  pray  the  opinion  of  the  court  in  a  fpecial  *verdid.  The  jury 
may  either  find  the  forgery^  and  pray  the  opinion  of  the  court,  whe¬ 
ther  the  thing  fo  forged  be  or  be  not,  in  //jov,  a  hill  of  exchange  \  or 
cife  the  jury  may  find  that  it  is  a  hill  of  exchange  \  and  pray  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  court,  whether,  under  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe>  it  did 
cr  did  not,  in  laxv^  amount  to  a  forgery, 

•  Therefore,  the  jury  leaxjing  to  the  court  either  epoxat  of  la^j  at 
their  own  option^  is  a  clear  and  demonflrative  proof,  that,  fxkxc,  jury 
think  fit,  they  have  a  right  to  decide  upon  both. 

‘  1  will  now  ftate  an  argument  which  is  decifivc  upon  the  right  of 
juries  to  determine  matter  of  lam)  as  well  as  faSls.  Blackftone,  in  his 
Commentaries,  fays,  that  •  it  is  a  fettled  rule  at  common  law,  that 
no  counfitl  fhall  be  allowed  a  prifoner  upon  hit  trial,  upon  the  general 

ifilie. 
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iflue,  in  any  capital  crime,  Ln/e/s  fome  foint  of  la^  (hall  arlfe  proper 
to  be  debated/  And  Hawkins  fays  the  fame  thing,  in  his  Pleas  of 
the  Crown.  -  The  law  has,  however,  been  altered  by  llatute,  with  re- 
.  fped  to  I'igh  trolbn  and  mifpriiion  of  treafon.  If  the  prlfoner  be  a 
poor  man,  atid  cannot  afford  counfel,  fuch  is  the  humane  fpirit  of 
^thc  law  Oi  Eng;land,  that  the  court  mufl  ojfgr.  him  counfel,  who  will 
aft  for  him  gratis^  and  argue  points  of  laiv  before  the  jury.  As,  for 
indance,  it  a  man  were  ii.diftcd  for  forging  a  bond,  which  is  a  capital 
'offence;  and  if  a  queftion  of  were  to  arife  at  the  trial,  whether 
the  h^nd,  the  ^whole  of  which  is  in  the  indiftment,  be,  in  the  eye  of 
the  law,  a  bo^d  or  not:  in  fuch  cafe,  the  counfel  for  the  prifoner  muft 
argue  that  point'of  la<w  before  the  jury  ;  but,  upon  matter  of  faSl,  the 
rrifor.er’s  counfel  is  not  entitled  to  be  heard.  Now,  fince  it  is  (as 
iHackdonc  and  Hawkins  date)  a  fettled  rule  of  lanjo,  that  counfel,  who 
cannot  fpeak  upon  the  fattSy  fhould  ncverthelefs  be  allowed  a  defen¬ 
dant,  exprefsly  ^or  the  purpofc  of  arguing  the  foints  f  laiv  before  the 
jury;  1  appeal  to  the  common-fenfc  of  mankind,  whether  that  rule  of 
dan.v\s  not  a  demondrative  proof  that  juries  have  a  right  to  decide  upoa 
lavj  as  well  as  foQ? 

*  But  it  is  faid  by  fome  perfons,  that  the  jury  are  *  to  compound  their 
verdibi  of  the  fail  as  it  appears  in  evidtnee  before  them,  and  of  the  law 
as  it  is  declared  to  them  by  the  judge;*  which  is  as  much  as  to  fay, 
lhat  arguments  of  counfel  upon  points  of  law,  though  addrejfed  to  the 
jury,' are  for  the  jury,  but  are  only  intended  for.  the 

at  the  trial,  the  jury  being  to  take  the /(Ati;  from  him\  as  if  it  were 
podible^  that  the  law  ihould  intend  that  counfel  (hould  a'ddrefs  them- 
fclves  to  twelve  men,  when  it  is  meant  that  they  (hould  be  heard  only 
by  one,  and  that  one  not  even  one  of  the  twelve  !* 

We  cannot  difmifs  this  copious  and  forcible  defence  of  the 
libel  thill  without  beftowing  our  fincere  acknowledgment  of  the 
abilities  and  indiiftry  manifefted^by  Earl  Stanhope  on  a  fubjedt 
foclofely  conneded  with  the  deareft  interefts  of  public  freedom. 


Art.  VI.  //  cornpendioui  Syjiem  of  the  Theory  and  Prabfice  of 
Alodern  Surgery,  arranged  in  a  neiu  Nofological  and  Syjlemaiic 
Method,  different  from  any  yet  attempted  in  Surgmy  In  the  Form 
of^  a  Diuhzue.  By  Hugh  Munro,,  Surgeon,-  Prefident  of  the 
p  Chirurgo  Fhyftcal  and  Extraordinary  Member  of  the  American 
I  Phyfeat  Socieiies  of  Edinburgh.-  pp.  352.  8vo.  5s.  boards. 

^  ;  Richardfon,  London.  1792. 

pYERY-  fubjeft  of  difqui^tion,  and  efpecially  thofe  of  a 
;  ^  technical  nature, muft  always  be  greatly  elucidated  by  perfpi- 
cuity  of  arrangiOTent.  On  this  account,  we  cannot  butapprove  • 
©f  the  clarification  adopted  by  the  author. of  the  Sjrftem‘of:SnrJ'‘J 

rery  npw  before  us  j  though  a  nofological  method  of  arrangement 
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is  not  to  be  underftood  as  applying  with  equal  force  to  the 
theory  and  praftice  of  that  art.  The  form  of  dialogue^  or  rather 
a  cateciiifm^  is  likewife  favourable  to  a  concife  profecution  of 
the  fubject;  and  it  has  the  particular  advantage  of  confining  an 
aiithor’^s  excurfions  within  the  drift  channel  of  utility.  The 
manner  in  which  the  work  is  executed  will  beft  appear  from  a 
fpecimen,  which,  to  preclude  the  idea  of  felecbion,  we  (hall  take 
from  the  beginning  of  the  volume: 

% 

*  I.  What  is  a  phlegmonef 

*  A.  It  is  a  fpheroidal  lutnor,  attended  with  heat,  rednefs,  palitr 
quick  and  hard  puKe,  tenfion,  and  a  degree  of  pyrexia,  when  it  is^ 
confiderable ;  upon  extrading  blood  it  always  (hews  an  inflammatory 
crufl. 

‘  2.  fn  what  manner  does  phlegmone  terminate? 

*  A.  Upt»n  the  whole  of  the  lyraptoms  (Q^  i.)  fubfiding,.  and' the* 
tumor  difcuirmg.  It  is  faid  to  terminate  by  rejb/u/ion,.  when  the  fymp- 
toins  continue  fer  feme  time  to  advance^  and  a  quantity  of  ferum  is^ 
thrown  out  by  the  inflamed  veflels;  which  liquor  is  again  converted 
into  a  mild  white  thick  matter,  named  fus.  The  affeClion  is  then 
faid  to  lenninatc  by  fupfuration.  Hut  when  the  fymptoms  flill  con¬ 
tinue  to  advance,  and  the  tumor  fliOA's  no  tendency  either  to  refolu* 
tion  or  fuppuration,  and  the  tone  of  the  part  at  lafl  comes  to  be  de^ 
ftroyed,  gangrene  is  faid  to  take  place.  When  a  portion  of  the  gan¬ 
grenous  part  begins  to  feparate  from  the  found,  fpbacelus  is  faid  to 
take  place.  When  neither  of  thefe  occur,  and  a  gland  has  been  in¬ 
flamed  for  fome  time,  an  indolent  hardnefs  enfiies,  and  the  afFeftioa 
is  faid  to  terminate  in  /chirr bus. 

*  0^3.  How  is  phlegmone  diftinguiflied  from  eryfipelas  ? 

‘  A.  In  phlegmone  th^  tumor  is  more  circumferibed  and  promi¬ 
nent  ;  it  proceeds  deeper  in  the  ikin ;  its  contents,  when  fupparatioa 
takes  place,  are  generally  pus ;  whereas  in  eryfipelas  the  discharge  is 
thin  and  acrid,  and  the  (welling  more  diffiifed  and  fuperficial. 

‘  Qi4-  What  are  the  remote  caufes  o(  phleg^none  ? 

*  A.  All  flimuli,  whether  chemical  or  mechanical,  afting  either 
on  the  fluids  or  folids  of  the  body,  applied  either  externally  to  the 
furface  of  the  body,  or  taken  internally.  A  plethoric  ftate  of  the 
fyilem  at  the  time  may,  in  every  cafe,  m  confidered  as  a  prediipofin^ 
caufe. 

*0^5*  ^be  proximate  caufe  of  phlegmone  ? 

«  A.  The  proximate  caufe  of  phlegmone  is  that  of  inflammation 
in  general.  A  variety  of  theories  have  been  advanced  to  explain  it ; 
fiicn  as,  a  partial  debility  of  the  part,  which>  being  in  a  weaker  ftate 
than  the  reft  of  the  fyftem,  a  congellion  of  blood  ti^kes  place,  from 
which  the  tenfion,  rednefs,  and  pain,  proceed.  ‘Another  theory  has 
bcfCD  given,  viz.  that  a  le?uor  of  the  Jluids  takes  place,  and  occafions 
an  obllruftion  of  the  velTels  of  the  part.  ^  Others  again  alledge,  that 
it  depends  on  an  error  loci ;  that  red  globules  are  puftied  forwards  in 
vclTcls  intended  only  to  convey  ferum.  Others  again  imagine  it  to- 
be  owing  CO  a  J^fmdic  mfiriSion  afiefting  the  extreme  veflcls :  all 
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of  which  theories  are  liable  to  many  objedions.  The  method  of  curCf 
4iowcv€r,  feems  to  correfpond  better  with  the  latter. 

‘  0^6.  Whatprognous  can  be  given  of  inflammation  in  general? 

*  A.  The  prognous  mull  be  always  more  or  lefs  favourable,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  extent  and  fituation  of  the  inflammation,  and  to  its 

..terminating  either  by  refolution  or  fuppiiration.  Any  of  thefe  ter- 
minations,  occurring  on  the  furfacc  of  the  body,  a  favourable  prognous 
may  be  given,  particularly  if  it  is  not  extenfive,  and  the  degree  of 
^  pyrexia  moderate.  But,  when  the  bowels  are  any  way  inflamed,  or 
iwhen  the  fymptoms  run  fo  high  as  to  threaten  mortiheation,  even  on 
,  ^1  the  fiirface  of  the  body,  the  prognous  Ihould  be  always  guarded. 

^  ‘  7*  What  is  the  moil  proper  method  of  treating  phlegmone? 

^  *  A.  The  mode  of  treatment  mull  be  that  of  inflammation  in  ge- 

^neral;  to  endeavour,  as  much  as  polfible,  to  efte^l  a  refolution 
(0^2.),  by  a  llricl  antiphlogillic  regimen,  to  promote  fuppuration 
(0^2  ),  if  we  fail  in  difeufling  it ;  and,  when  we  fail  in  both,  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  mitigate  or  obviate  the  fymptoms  of  gangrene /rom  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  too  great  a  height. 

*  0^8.  What  are  the  principal  articles  of  the  antiphlogillic 
iregimeu  V — - 

- But  here  we  fliall  break  off  our  extraft. 


It  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  word  prognous^  in  the  above 
quotation,  ought  to  have  been  prognojiic^  and  is  marked  amongft 
the  errata.  If  the  author  of  this  work  may  be  taxed  with  anv 
impropriety,  it  is  chiefly  with  regard  to  the  unneceffary  ufe  of 
rew  terms,  in  which  we  wifh  that  he  had  been  a  little  more 
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Art.  VII.  Travels  through  Noi^h  and  South  Carolina^  Georgia^ 
Eajl  and  Weji  Florida^  the  Cherokee  Country^  the  extenfive  Ter^ 
ritorie^  of  the  Mufcogulges  or  Creek  Confederacy^  and  the  Country 
of  the  Cha5iaws\  containing  an  Account  of  the  Soil  and  natural 
Productions  of  thofe  Regions  \  together  with  Ohfervations  on  the 
Manners  of  the  Indians.  Embelli/hed  with  Copper -places.  By 
William  Bertram,  pp.  520.  8vo.  7s.  6d.  boards.  Johnfon. 
London,  1792. 


author  of  thefe  travels  embarks  at  Philadelphia,  and 
I  arrives  at  Charleftown,  where  the  feafon  of  the  year  being 
junfavourable  for  obfervations  in  that  quarter,  he  immediately 
refolved  to  make  an  excurfion  into  Georgia.  He  therefore 


'vl 


landed  at  Savanna,  and  proceeding  fouthward,  dire<5led  his  courle 
to  Sunbury.  Here  he  makes  fome  obfervations  on  the  tow^n 
and  harbour,  and  the  adjacent  ifland  of  St.  Catharine.  Croffing 
the  river  Alatamaha,  he  proceeds  to  the  Indian  frontier,  whence 
he  returns  to  Savanna,  and  again  fets  out  from  it  on  a  journey 
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towards  the  north- weft.  He  deferibes  the  face  of.  the  country, 
particularly  the  (hrubs  and  plants  which  it  produces,  the  river 
Savanna,  the  cataracts  and  village  of  Augufta,  with  that:  of 
Wrightlborough,  on  Little  River.  Near,  the  latter  of  thefe  vil¬ 
lages  is  a  remarkable  foreft,  of  which  he  gives  a  (hort  account : 

•  ‘  Leaving  the  pleafant  town  of  Wrightfborougii/  fays  he,  *  we 
continued  eight  or  nine  miles  through  a  fertile  plain  and  high  foreft, 
to  the  north  branch  of  Little  River,  being  the  largeft  of  the  two, 
cioffing  which,  we  entered  an  cxtcr.five  fertile  plain,  bordering,  on 
the  river,  and  lhaded  by  trees  of  vaft  growth,  which  at  once  fpoke 
its  fertility.  Continuing  fomc  time  through  thefe  ftiady  groves,  the 
fccne  opens,  ai\d  dhclofes  to  view  the  moll  magnificent  foreH  l.had 
ever  fecn.  We  rofe  gradually  a  floping  bank  of  twenty  or  thirty  feet 
elevation,  and  immediately  entered  this  fublime  foreft.  The  ground 
is  pcrfeflly  a  level  green  plain,  thinly  planted  by  nature  with  the 
fuoft  ftately  foreft  trees,  fuch  as  the  gigantic  black  oak’(q..tincloria), 
liriodendroh,  juglans  nigra,  platanus,  juglans  exaltata,  fagus  fylvatica, 
ulmus  fylvatica,  liquidambar  flyraciflua,  whofe  mighty  trunks,  feem- 
ingly  of  an  equal  height,  appeared  like  fuperb  columns.  To  keep 
within  the  bounds  of  truth  and  reality,  in  deferibing  the. magnitude 
and  grandeur  of  thefe  trees,  would,  I  fear,  fail  of  credibility;  yet  I 
think  I  can  aftcrt.  that  many  of  the  black  oaks  meafured  eight,  nine, 
ten,  and  eleven  feet  diameter  five  feet  above  the  ground,  as  we  mea¬ 
fured  feveral  that  were  al»ove  thirty  feet  girt,  and  from  hence  they 
afeend  perfedtly  ftraight,  wdih  a  gradual  taper,  forty  or  fifty  feet  to 
the  limbs ;  but,  below  five  or  fix  feet,  thefe  trunks  would  meafure  a 
third  more  in  circumference,  on  account  of  the  projedling  jambs,  or 
fupports,  which  are  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  number  of  hori¬ 
zontal  roots  that  they  arlfe  from :  the  tulip'  tree,,  liquidantjjar,  and 
beech,  were  equally  liately.' 

Near  the  eminence  overlooking  the  low  grounds  of  the. river, 
the  author  informs' us  that  he  cbferyed  ndany  magnificent  mo¬ 
numents  of  the  power  and  induftry  of  the  ancient  inhabitants 
of  thofe  territories.  Amongft  them  is  a  ftupendous  conical 
pyramid,  or  artificial  mount  of  earth,  vaft  tetragon  terraces, .and 
a  large  funken  area,  of  a  cubical  form,  encom/alfed  with  banks 
of  earth.  With  thefe  arc  traces  of  a  large  Indian  town,  the 
work,  according  to  Mr.  Bartram,  of  a  powerful  nation,  whofe 
period  of  grandeur  perhaps  long  preceded  the  difeovery  of  the 
American  continent. 

In  March  i;74  the  traveller  fet  off  from  Savanna  for  Eaft 
Florida,  proceeding  by  land  to  the  Alatamaha.  In  the, account 
of  the  Little  Lak^  and  its  beautiful  envirpns,  we  meet  with  the 
following  dcfcription  of  a  battle  between  two  alligators : 

The  verges  and  xflets  of  the  lagoon  were  elegantly  embellifhed 
with  dowering  plants  and  (hrubs ;  the  laughing  coots  ^ub  wings  half 

fpread 
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'fprcaJ'wcrc  tripping  over  the  little  coves,  and  hiding  themfelves  in 
^the  tufts  of  grafs;  young  broods  of  the  painted  fummer  teal,  fkim- 
^ming  the  ftill  furface  of  the  waters,  and  following  the  watchful  pa- 
^rent  unconfeious  of  danger,  were  frequently  furprifed  by  the  vora- 
*ciou3  trout;  and  he,  in  turn,  as  often  by  the  fubtle  greedy  alligator. 
^Behold  him  ruHiing  forth  from  the  flags  and  reeds.  His  enormous 
I  body  fwclls.  His  plaited  tail  brandiflicd  high,  floats  upon  the  lake. 
H'The  waters  like  a  catarad  defeend  from  his  opening  jaws.  Clouds  of 
fmoke  ilTue  from  his  dilated  nollrils.  The  earth  trembles  with  his 

(thunder.  When  immediately  from  the  oppofite  coaft  of  the* lagoon 
emerges  from  the  deep  his  rival  champion.  They  fuddenly  dart 
upon  each  other.  The  boiling  furface  of  the  lake  marks  their  rapid 
courfe,  and  a  terrific  conflid  commences.  They  now  fink  to  the  bot- 
/tom,  folded  together  in  horrid  wreaths.  The  water  becomes  thick 

[and  difcoloured.  Again  they  rife,  their  jaws  clap  together,  re¬ 
echoing  through  the  deep  furrounding  forefts.  Again  they  fink, 
when  the  conteit  ends  at  the  muddy  bottom  of  the  lake,  and  the  van- 
^quilhed  makes  a  hazardous  efcape,  hiding  himfelf  in  the  muddy  tur- 
^  buleiu  waters  and  fedge  on  a  diflant  Ihore.  The  proud  vidor  exult¬ 
ing  returns  to  the  place  of  adion.  The  (hores  and  forells  refound 
"his  dreadful  roar,  together  with  the  triumphing  fhouts  of  the  plaited 
^  tribes  around,  witneiles  of  the  horrid ‘combat.’ 

Mr.  Bartram  deferibes  the  coach-whip  fiiake  as  a  beautiful 
creature.  '  When  full  grown  it  is  fix  or  feven  feet  in  length, 
‘and  the  largeft  part  of  its  body  is  not  fo  thick  as  a  cane  or  com¬ 
mon  walking-ftick ;  its  head  not  larger  than  the  end  of  a  man’s 
finger ;  its  neck  is  very  flender,  and  from  the  abdomen  tapers 
away  in  the  manner  of  a  fmall  Twitch  or  coach-whip.  The  top 
-of  the  head  and  neck,  for  three  or  four  inches,  is  as  black  and 
fhining  as  a  raven,  the^  throat  and  belly  as  white  as  fnow;  and 
(he  upper  fide  of  the  body  of  a  chocolate  colour,  excepting  the 
tail  part,  almoft  from  the  abdomen  to  the  extremity,  which  is 
black.  It  varies,  however,  in  refpec^  to  the  colour  of  the 
boiy.  It  is  extremely  fwi ft,  feeming  almoft  to  fly  over  the  fur¬ 
face  of  the  ground;  arid,  what  is  very  firigular,  it  can  run 
fwiftly  on  its  tail-part  only,  carrying  the  head  and  body 
upright. 

After  mentioning  various  kinds  of  fnakes  in  the  regions  of 
F.orida  and  Carolina,  the  author  enumerates  the  other  tribes  of 
animals  which  he  obferved  during  his  peregrinations.  Penii- 
fylvania  and  Virginia  appear  to  Mr.  Bartram  to  be  the  climatet 
in  North  America  where  the  greateft  variety  and  abundance  of 
birds  choofe  to  celebrate  their  nuptials,  and  rear  their  oftspring, 
wnich  they  annually  return  with  to  their  winter  habitations  ill 
tlie  fnuthern  parts  of  North- America. 

On  the  Georjjia  fide  of  the  Savanna  are  fome  hills  which  at¬ 
tracted  the  attention  of  the  traveller,  from  thr^e  feet  below 
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the' common  vegetative  furface,  to  the  depth  of  twenty  or  thirty 
feet,  they  are  compofed  entirely  of  follil  oyfter-ftiells,  internally  ^ 
of  the  colour  and  confiftence  of  clear  white  marble.  The  Ihells 
are  of  incredible  magnitude,  generally  fifteen  or  twenty  inches 
in  length,  from  fix  to  eight  wide,  and  two  to  four  in  thick- 
nefs.  Their  hollows  are  fufficientto  receive  an  ordinary  man’s 
foot.  I'hey  appear  all  to  have  been  opened  before  the  period  of 
petrifaftion.  Thefe  fliells  the  author  fuppofes,  with  probability, 
to  be  very  ancient,  perhaps  antediluvian. 

I'he  feenes  deferibed  in  our  author’s  travels  are  chiefly  thofe 
of  ftill  life.  It  is  probable  that  the  inhabitants,  excepting  the 
Indians,  had  nothing  peculiar  in  their  manners  to  afford  fubjedt; 
for  particular  obfervation.  From  the  copious  account,  how¬ 
ever,  which  Mr,  Bartram  gives  of  the  vegetable  produftions  in 
North  America,  the  narrative  may  yield  both  pleafure  and  in¬ 
formation  to  the  lovers  of  natural  hiftory ;  while  his  pious  foli- 
loquies  and  refleilions,  which  often  occur,  will  ferve  as  a  relief 
from  the  uniformity  of  continued  defeription. 


Art.  VIII.  An  Efjay  on  Feveri ;  vuherein  their  theoretic  Genera^ 
Speciesj  ayid  various  Denominations^  are^  from  Obfervation  and 
Experience  for  Thirty  Years^  in  Europe^  Africa^  and  America^ 
arid  on  the  intermediate  Seas^  reduced  under  their  chara^eriftic 
Genus^  Febrile  Infection ;  and  the  Cure  ejiablijhed  on  philofophical 
Induction.  By  Robert  Robertfon^  M.  D.  Phyfuian  to  the  Royal 
'  Hofpitaly  Greenwich,  pp.  2^6.  8 VO,  6s.  boards.  Robinfon* 
London,  1790. 

opinions  entertained  of  fevers  by  phyficians  in  dif- 
^  ferent  ages,  will  doubtlefs  be  found  to  conftitute  a  very 
whimfical  and  jarring  fyftem  of  theory  refpefting  the  nature  of 
thofe  difeafes.  But  the  farther  we  advance  in  the  chronological 
examination  of  the  feveral  theories,  they  affume,  in  general,  a 
charaileriftic  more  reconcileable  with  probability,  and  lead  to 
more  rational  induction  concerning  the  method  of  cure.*  On 
peruhng  the  eflay  now  before  us,  we  cannot  help  thinking  that 
Dr.  Robertfon  has  induftrioufly  amafled  the  obfolctc  notions  of 
former  medical  writers,  with  the  view  of  infinuating  an  idea, 
that  this  Augean  ftable  had  never  been  cleaned  till  he  arofe  upon 
the  world  to  perform  this  Herculean  labour.  The  faft  is,  how¬ 
ever,  that  we  find  this  author  declaiming  with  loud,  and,  we 
may  add,  even  arrogant  obfervations,  where  his  opinions  neither 
differ  from  the  generally  received  theory,  nor  his  method  of 
cure,  in  general,  from  the  eftabliftied  practice.  Dr.  Robertfon 
Items  to  confider  fthrile  infection  as  a  new  terms  but  from  this 
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vet  muft  diflent,  even  with  regard  to  the  particular  acceptation 
to  which  he  reftridts  it.  There  is,  befides,  much  reafon  to 
queftion  the  univerfality  of  that  infedion  which  he  fo  positively 
aferibes  to  fevers  9  as  fuch  an  opinion  is  not  confirmed  by  me¬ 
dical  obfervation,  either  in  this  country,  or  in  others  on  the 
continent  of  Europe. 

The  following  extraft  from  the  author *5  account  of  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  fyftem  which,  he  fays,  he  has  obferved  in  febrile 
infcclion,' will  juftify  our  fentiments  on  this  fubje<ft; 

•SECT.  I. 

*  The  General  Affe^lons: 

^  The  iirtellefts  are  affeaed  to  a  very  great  degree,  even  to  per* 
feft  mania,  for  more  or  lefs  time ;  the  memory  deliroyed,  as  well  as 
perception  and  attention.  Great  indifference,  or  dnllnefs,  or  un- 
common  quicknefs ;  deprelfion  of  fpirits,  languor,  fear,  anxiety,  and 
defpair,  in  various  degrees,  predominate. 

•  The  nervous  fyfteni  with  extreme  debility,  partial  or  siniverfal 
paralyfis,  or  hemiplegia,  or  hemicranium,  or  'fublultus  tendinum,  or 
convulfive  twitches,  laughing,  finging,  grumbling,  unnatural  fpecch 
or  voice,  or  muttering. 

•  The  fein  with  different  degrees  of  heat,  drynefs,  and  roughnefs ; 
with  fenfation  of  alternate  chills  and  heat ;  with  partial  or  general 
perfpiration  and  fweat,  cold,  hot,  watery,  greafy,  or  clammy;  a 
recking  moifture  ;  frequent  alterations  of  thefe ;  many  esuptions,  be¬ 
fides  petechis,  maculae,  or  vibices ;  with  failownefs,  yeliownefs,  and, 
at  times,  lividity ;  and  with  reparation the  cuticle  and  cutis. 

•  The  fecretions  and  excretions,  or  natural  evacuations,  with  pre¬ 
ternatural  colour,  confifience,  quality,  diminution,  or  abundance,  or 
temporary  fuppreffion"y  lefs  dr  more  offen five  to  the  fmell,  efpecially 
the  urine,  ftools,  perfpiration,  and  ex  peroration ;  worms  voided  both 
by  vomit  and  fiool;  a  degree  of  falivation,  and  fuffuiion'of  tears, 
like  wife  occur. 

•  s  E  c  T.  ir. 

•  The  Particular  Afft^iom. 

•  The  brain  with  fenfation  of  general  confufion,  heavinefs,  Hght- 
nefs,  giddinefs,  coma,  pervigilium,  and  the  various  modifications  of 
delirium. 

.  •  The  head  with  partial  or  univerfal  pain  or  aching, 

•  The  countenance,  befides  prefenting  the  gemerally  difeafed  ap¬ 
pearance,  is  cither  flufhed,  or  fallow,  or  ideric,  or  bloated,  or  partially 
iwelled,  or  appears  greafy,  footy,  or  fqualid. 

•  The  eyes  are  afftded  with  ienfation  of  fire  darting  from  them, 
with  a  livid  circle  round  them,  with  diminution  of  fight,  even  to 
blindnefs  in  the  paroxyfin,  with  dilatation  of  the  pupils,  with  finking 
in  their  orbits,  with. a  lifelefs  appearance,  with  an  enraged  appear¬ 
ance,  with  an  effuiion  of  tears,  partlculady  at  the  external  canthi, 
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v’hich  become  dirty,  or  acquire' the  confiftencc  of  pus;  andfomeiimcs  4  S 
they  arc  very. much  blood ihot.  ,  ^  4 

*  I'he  ears  with  deafncfs,  tinnitus  aurium,  pain,  or  impollhu^  j 

mation.  ’  ‘  | 

,  *  The  nofe  with  eruption,  with  diftenfion  and  collapfion  of  the  alJb; 

(harpnefs,  palenefs ;  with  Coryza,  and  cfFenfive  fmell  to  the  fick ;  and  g  ^1 
with  hae.norrh-ge.  ,  -  .  ‘  |  M{ 

*  '1  he  moutii,  externaVy,  with  various  eruptions ;  the  lips  with  4 
palenefs  or  lividneli,  or  convullive  twitches,  or  with  motion,  as  il  the 

fick  were  tailing  fomething:  iaurnall^y  with  aphthae,  or  with  bitter  iWi 
tade  ;  more  or  lefs  drynefs,  caufing  inceffant  third  ;  and  wiihfordes,  |  jl; 
which  a  fo  cover  the  teeth  and  lips.’  ‘  k  W 

While  we  exprefs  our  difapprob.ttion  of  fome  of  Dr.  Robert-  ^  ^ 
fon’s  fyilematical  remarks, ..and  particularly  of  the  clidaclic  man-  > 
ner  with  which  he  inculcates  them,,  we  are  ready  to  acknow^ 
ledge  that  the  efiay.  contains  many  obfervations,  well-founded 
and  ufcful  in  pra£lice.  .  ir.  •  .  .  ^  . 

Art.  IXi*  A  Letter  to  the  Societies  of  United  IrlJJmen  of  the  Toivn  . 
of  Be  fajt^  upon  the  Suhje^  of  certain  Apptehcnfions  %kdn  h  have 
eirijen  Jfcm  a  propofed  Ref  oration  of  Cat  ho  ic  Rights.  By  IV. Todd  • 
ynts^  Efq.  wilh  the  Declaration,  of  the  ('.ati  of  £  Scciety-of  jyub^ 
i\n\  and  j:  me  Thoughts  on,  the  preftnt  Pctlitics  f  Ireland^'  by 
*1  heobald  A'TKcfina^  M.  D^  pp.  172.  8vo.'  3s.  Robinfons. 
London,  ,1792.  t  ‘  ‘  ' 


^^HIS  is  a  very  curious  piece;  and  there  are  few  that  read 
.  *  it  but  will  own  that  they  have  received 'inftruftion.*  Th^ 
petition  of  the  Catholics  for  the  complete  rights  of  citizens  i$ 
temperate  and  modeil,  but  manly  and  firm,  and  will  certainly  in 
the  end  meet  with  fuccefs.  The  majority  of  a  people  (upplidat- 
ing  the  minority  for  the  enjoyment  of  equal  civil  rights,  i§  a  re¬ 
markable  phenomcnoii  in  the  hillory  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Jones’s  letter  exhibits  an  unufual  feene,  a  Proteflant 
pleading  the  caufe  of  the  injured  CathoHcs.^  His  letter  does  ho¬ 
nour  both  to  hfs  underftanding  and  his  heart:  'a  more  able  ad-  J 
vocate  it  would  have  been  difficult  for  them  to.  find.  •  The  im-  J 
prefiion  made  by  his  hiftorical  details  on  every  candid  and 
impartial  reader  miift  be  pity,  aftonifhment,  and  indignation:  J 

pity  for  the  wretched  Catholics,  whole' fufFerings  have  been  ex-  3 
tremc ;  aponijloment  that  they  have  borne  their  fufferings  with  ^ 
liich  a  degree  of  p;^tience;  and  indignation  againft'  the  vile  | 

defpotifm,  avarice,  and  cruelty,  of  thofe  men,  who,  inftead  of  g 

being  careful  fhepherds,  have  proved  ravenous  wolves.  The  J 
long-continued  and  repeated  a6ts  of  b'arb^ity,  rapiqe,  perfecu-  M 
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tlcn,  and  every  fpecles  of  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  opp^efllon  which, 
according  to  Mr.  Jones,  the  Irifti  have  fufFercd  fince  the  con- 
qi.eft  of  their’ country  by  the  tnglifli,  have  no  parallel  in  the 
hiftory  of  Europe  during  the  fame  period.  Had  not. Mr,  Jones 
been  particular  in  afligning  his  authorities  (and  moft  of  them 
are  incontrovertible),  his  hiftcrical  details  would  not  have 
gained  belief :  but  now  it  cannot  be  withheld.  As  people  in 
genera!  are  but  little  acquainted  with  hiftorians  of  the  Catholic 
perfuafion,  their  knowledge  of  Irifh  affairs  is  exceedingly  im¬ 
perfect ;  and  the  reprefentation  of  the  Itate  of  things  in  that 
country,  as  given  by  Englifh  writers,  tends  more  commonly  to 
mifiead  than  to  inform.  To  all  fuch  this  letter  will  be  exceed¬ 
ingly  ufeful,  as  an  antidote  to, former  prejudices;  and  it  will  in- 
fpirc  thoughts  and  fentiments  widely  diderent  from  thofe  that 
they  entertained  before. 

Dr,  McKenna’s  letter  does  him  very  much  honour.  iHe  is  4 
fcnfiblc,  moderate,  well-informed  Catholic,  and  appears  to  be 
well  acquainted  wdth  the  real  interefts  of  his, country,  .and  jtp 
have  them  much' at  heart.  After  expofing  the  fallacious  fyfteai 
that  has  long  been  adopted  in  regard  to*  the  fiflcr  kingdom,  .he 
proves,  in  what  many  will  deem' a  very  fatisfaCtory  manner,  that 
a  compliance  wdth  the  petition  of  ,the  Catholics  would  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  happieft  confequences  to.all  the  people  of  Ireland 
without  diftinftion ;  and  fo.  far  frorri  laying  the  -feundation  qf 
future  animofity.  and  diflenfion,  it  would  advance  the  prqfperity 
and  peace  of  their  common  country,'  —  .  '  v  •  . 

.  I '  ‘  -  •  ‘  '  - 


Art.  X:  '  A 'Reply  to  Air. 'Burke* s  InveSfiy^  agpinjl  Air.  .Cocpet> 
and  Ab\  TVatt  in  the  Honje  of  Commons^  on  the  y  th  of  Ap*i/j 
1792.'  By  Tl.cmas  Cooper,  pp.  1C9.  iJvo.  zs.  'Mancheftcr, 
printed  for  Falkner.  179^.'“'  '  ‘ 


IN  the  debate  above  alluded  to,  Mr.  Burke,  with  that  unfor¬ 
tunate  wrong-'headfdnefi  which  fee  ms  to  have  been  his  banc 
through  life;  accufed  Mr.'  Cooper  and  Mr.  Watt  of  haying  ca¬ 
tered  into  a  federation  with  the  Jacobin  Club  at  Paris,  This 
club  he*  calls  the* Word  traitors  and  regicides  that  ever  bad  been 
heard  of;  and  adlifes  his  hearers  that  The  tw^o  gentlemen  alluded 
to  had,  frorri  what  authority  he  knew  not,  undertaken  to  re- 
prefent  all  England.  Mr.  Cooper,  after  expreifing  his  furprife 
at  being  thought  of  fo  much  coiifequence,  and  regretting  that 
he  owes  this  confequence  to  a  charader  become  too  low  for 
any  one  to  derive  much  credit  from  his  abufe,  proceeds  to  fliewi 
that  the  defeription  of  the  Jacobins  is  not  true;  that  Mr.  Watt 
and  himfelf  vyere  not  fent  from  Ais  country  j  and  tfiat  they  did 
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not  undertake  to  repreleiit  it  in  that  fociety ;  and,  among  many 
other  things,  that  Mr.  Burke  is  probably  miftaken  in  fuppofing 
them  the  worft  people  in  the  kingdom,  while  he  is  alive  to  make 
the  afTertion. 

This  pamphlet  is  confefTedly  written  in  hafte.  The  author 
fpeaks  of  his  return  from  France  about  a  fortnight  ago;  and 
obferves,  that  wiiile  he  juftifies  himfelf,  he  intrenches  on  mo¬ 
ments  that  fliould  be  otherwife  employed.  This  may  account 
for  the  want  of  method  every  w'here  difcernible,  and  for  his  fre* 
quently  expreffiiig  what  has  been  at  leaft  as  well  exprefled  be¬ 
fore  in  other  publications.  Indeed,  the  fubjedl  has  been*  of  late 
fo  repeatedly  brought  before  the  public,  that  we  cannot  expedl 
much  novelty  from  it.  We  (hall  therefore  content  ourfelves 
with  a  few  extracts,  to  (hew  the  force  of  expreilion  peculiar  to 
this  (ingular  writer : 

•  But  if  it  be  a  crime  to  wifli  carncflly  for  *  the  fraternal  union  of 
idl  men,  for  the  empire  of  peace,  and  the  happinefs  of  mankind,* 
the  Manchefter  Society,  and  their  deputies,  mufl  plead  guilty  to  the 
charge.  To  me,  however,  it  appears  *  aftonilhing*  (in  the  language 
of  Dr.  Price,  andthe  Duke  de  la  Rochefaucault,  refpedling  the  cor- 
jnefpondence  between  the  Revolution  Society  of  London,  and  the 
French  patriotic  focieties),  *  if  any  perfon  who  has  within  him  a 
Ipark  of  zeal  for  liberty  and  human  happinefs,  (hould  be  able  to  read 
thefe  papers  without  delight.  We  fee  in  them  the  dawn  of  a  glorious 
day  (when  (hould  fentiments  congenial  to  thofe  of  France  prevail  in 
Britain),  two  natloiis  at  the  head  of  the  world,  convinced  of  the  folly 
of  wftr^  and  laying  afide  jealoufies,  (hall  embrace  each  other,  and 
form  a  fraternal  and  intimate  union ;  not  for  the  vile  purpofes  of  ava¬ 
rice  and  conqueli,  but  to  fpread  the  knowledge  of  human  rights,  to 
extend  the  bleffings  of  judice  and  liberty,  and  to  promote  peace  on 
garth t  and  good’-imil  toward  men,^ 

‘  Such  are  the  only  objefts,  fo  far  as  I  know,  of  the  patriotic  fo- 
cieties  of  France  or  England,  which  I  have  at  any  time  frequented,  or 
with  which  I  am  conneded  ;  and  they  are,  in  fad,  the  only  objeds 
intended  or  exprefTcd  in  the  addrefs  which  gave  fo  much  offence  to 
Mr.  Burke,  and  which  received  the  panegyric  of  his  invedives. 

‘  But  what  muft  be  the  complexion  of  that  man’s  mind,  who  can 
be  irritated  to  a  degree  of  political  infanity  at  thefe  expreflions  of 
friendihip  and  benevolence  towards  our  neighbours  and  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  ?  Who  lickens  at  the  thought  ot  perpetual  peace  and  fraternal 
union  between  rival  nations !  Who  entertains  no  fentiments  of  com- 
paf&on,  but  for  the  rich  and  the  great,  the  kings,  and  the  nobles  of 
the  earth !  Who  can  contemplate,  without  emotion,  the  profped  of 
bloodihed  and  devailation  among  millions  of  the  devoted  vidims  of 
pride  and  defpotirm,  and  who  bewails,  with  feminine  lamentation, 
the  lofs  of  a  nickname  or  a  gewgaw,  the  broken  pi  ay -things  of  a 
puerile  nobility  !  Who  feems  to  regard  the  people  as  lit  only  for  the 
goad,  and  the  whip,  and  the  fpur;  for  labour,  without  interm'.i&on. 
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in  peace ;  for  flaughter,  without  commiferation,  in  war.  And  who, 
blarpheming  againft  human  nature  itfelf,  impioufly  terms  the  great 
mafs  of  mankind,  she  fwnijh  multitude  P 


The  following  paflage  we  extract  as  Mr.  Cooper’s  political 
creed : 

•  At  prefent  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  about  feventy  or  eighty 
perfons  are  enabled  to  fend  an  efficient  majority  of  members  to  par¬ 
liament  ;  fo  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is,  in  fadf,  the  reprefenta- 
live  of  this  virtuous  band  of  ariftocratic  eleftors.  It  is  not  true,  there¬ 
fore,  that  this  government  is  a  government  by  king,  lords,  and  com¬ 
mons  ;  for  the  commons,  or  people,  are  not  reprefented.  *  The  com¬ 
mons  of  England  in  parliament  alTembled,’  is  a  phrafe  falfe  and  ab- 
furd ;  it  (hould  be,  *  the  deputies  of  the  ariftocracy  in  parliament  af- 
fembled !’  If  a  wilh  to  reform  this  manifeft  abufe,  be  the  fame  with 
an  intention  to  overturn  the  Britifh  conftitution,  Tmoft  certainly  ad¬ 
mit  the  charge  ;  but  1  am  ferioujly  and  decidedly  of  opinion^  that,  in  tht 
prefent  circumftances  of  this  country,  no  man  can  be  juftifisd  in  going  far  • 
ther  than  a  complete  and  effeiiual  reform  in  the  reprejentation  of  the  people^ 
and  the  duration  of  parliaments*  Thefe  are  my  fentiments  ;  thefe  are 
the  fentiments  of  my  political  friends,  whether  in  or  out  of  the  pa¬ 
triotic  focieties  of  this  country,  with  which  1  am  connefted.  If  my 
condudl  or  opinions  ihall  again  be  deemed  worthy  of  public  notice, 
I  hope,  after  this  declaration,  I  ihall  not  again  be  peftered  with  the 
ihallow,  malevolent  fidlions  of  my  adverfaries,  nor  accufed,  without 
proof,  of  meditating  defigns  which  1  thus  publicly  difavow/ 

Thefe  palTages  fhew  the  fpirit  of  the  author,  which  is 
well  preferved  throughout  in  an  inveftigation  of  many  of  the 
principles.of  liberty  and  government,  of  the  privileged  orders, 
of  reprefentation,  &c.  subjoined  is  an  appendix,. containing 
the  refolutions  of  the  Manchefter  Conftitutional  Society,  witia 
the  correfpondence  between  it  and  the  Jacobin  Club ;  together 
with  the  addrefs  of  the  Society  for  Conftitutional  Informatioa 
to  the  Jacobin  Club  on  the  fame  fubje£t.  We  have  alfo  a  paper 
that  was  read  before  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of 
Manchefter,  entitled,  Propofttions  refpeSling  the  Foundation  of  Civil 
Government  j  by  Thomas  Cooper. 
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Art.  XL  Remarks  on  Mr.  Gilbert  IVakefield^ s  Inquiry  into  the 
Expediency  and  Propriety  of  Public  or  Social  JVorJhip.  ’  By  Anna 
Latitia  Barbauld.  pp.  76.  8vo.  2s.  Johnfon.  London, 
1792. 

JT  cannot  appear  furprifing  that  Mr.  Wakefield's  attack  on 
public  worfhip  (hould  have  called  forth  fome  able  pens  in  its 
defence.  The  prefent  age  is  fufficiently  remifs  in  the  praflice 
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of  that  and  all  other  religious  duties,  to  render  his  produftions 
fuperfluous  and  improper;  but  at  the  fame  time  is  not  yet  fo 
univcrfally  deftitute  of  all  religious  feelings,  as  to  pafs  over  fuch 
a  work  without  animadverfion. 

Wc  are  willing,  with  our  candid  authorefs,  to  give  Mr. Wake- 
field  every  credit  for  the  purity  of  his  motives;  and  indeed,  for 
our  parts,  if  we  confidcr  his  attempt  folely  as  having  produced 
the  valuable  pamphlet  before  us,  welhould  rejoice  in  it.  Aflem- 
*  Wage  for  the^purpofe  of  divine  worfliip  has  been  fo  conftantly 
-the  practice  of’ all  civilifeJ  nations,  whatever  ideas  they  have 
entertained,  of  the'Supremc  Being,  that  it  would  require  argu¬ 
ments  equally  forcible  as  novel,  .to  diferedit  the  fa£t. 

As  attendance  on  public  worlhip  ftioulci  be,  what  indeed  it 
generally  is,  voluntary. and  unconftrained,  it  is‘of  no  avail  to 
MtiJ^j  'that  the  public ‘fervice  .of  the  day  might  not  correfpond 
with  the  pccafional  Hate  of  an  individual’s  mind.  The  pious  man 
wilKdoubtlefs  frequently. offer  up  his  humble  orifon  in  private; 
^bui  that  can  bemo  reafon  why  he  (hould  refufe  to  join  his  neigh- 
.bours,  to  fulicit’for  .the  •community  thofe  real  bleflings  which 
true  benevolence  mull-wFfii  to  all.  If  we  read  amon,^  the  an- 
cients  of  a  gay  and  youthful  libertine,  who,  coming  into  the 
dbhool  of  a  philofophcr  with  intent  to  deride  and  laugh  at  his 
grave  maxims,  became  fo  captivated  with  the  dignity  and  im¬ 
portance  of  what  he  heard,  that  his  foul  was  ftruck  with  the 
charms  of  philofophy;  is  it  any  great  ftrctch  of  imagination  to 
iuppofe  that  the  religious  dTcourl'es  pronounced,  and  the  fublime 
and  pathetic  paflages  of  feriptu re  recited  in  temples,  or  places 
;i|)propriated  to  public  worlKip,  tnay  have  frequently  operated 
iimilar  effe.^?  Are  we  then  to  Ihut  up  the  avenues  to  fo  de- 
firablc  a  coiiverfion,  whilft  vice  and  diilipation  are  continually 
erecting  new  temples  to  feduce  the  thoughtlefs  and  the  idle. 

We  readily  difeover,  with  our  fair  author,  that  few  objec¬ 
tions  can  be  made  to  public,  which  do  noi  apply  to  private, 
prayer.  With  refpe<ft  to  prayer  fn  general,  it  ^.lay  be  obferved, 
that  it  is  nothing  more  than  the  devout  expreflion  of  our  wifliesj 
and  if  thefe  arife  from,  pure  and  blamelefs  motives,  it  is  not  rca- 
ibnable  to  fuppefe  they  can  become  olFenfive  to  the  Divine  Be¬ 
ing.  Experience  proves  that  the  excrcife  of  prayer  often  pro. 
duces  the  happicil  cfFe£fs  upon  the  human  mind,  oy  calming  its 
^motions,  and  reftoring  its  confidence.  Above  all  is  its  in- 
fiuence  vifibie  in  meliorating  the  diTpofitions  of  tlie  heart,  .upon 
w^hich  the  nature  of  our  actions  muft  greatly  depend.  N9r,  in 
fpite  of  prefumptuous  philofophy,  are  we  yet  fo  well  informed 
pf  the  laws  by  which  the  Deity  governs  the  univerfe  as  to  be 
pertain  that  our  pravers  can,  in  no  inftance,  particularly  avail. 
Perhaps  a  pardcular  providence  may  exift,  fubordinate  to  a  ge- 

.  '  3.  ‘ 
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•jicral  onc>*  without  that  contradiftion  which,  to  finite  minds;  it  ‘ 
may  appear  to  involve;  and,  if  we  are  to  give  credit  to  ferip- 
ture  we  muft  grant  that  the  prayers  of  pious  men,  as  well  as 
their  other  exertions,  have  altered  the  courfe  of  impending 
c^'ents,  not  only  refpCiSling  individuals,  but  whole  nations.-  If^ 
ioJeeJ,  wc  believe  in  Mahometan  ideas  of  predeftination,  W'c 
muft  then,  in  order  to  confiftently,  refufe  to  a  fick  ^man 
every  other  fuccour,  as  well  as  that  of  our  fupplications  in  his 
feivour  to  Heaven. 

’We  have  dwelt  the  longer  in  defence  of  prayer,  both  public- 
Ind  private,  as  Mrs.  Barbauld  feems  to  have  been  lefs  ftrenuous 
on  this  head:  but  we  cannot  forbear  giving  her  own  eloquent 
arguments  in  fupport  of  the  public  praife  of  God  : 

*  But  fuppofing  .that  we  were  to  difeard  all  petition  as  the  weak 
effort  of  infirm  minds  to  alter  the  unbroken  chain  of  events;  as  the 
impatient  breathings  of  craving  and  rcftlefs  fpirits,  not  broken  into 
patient  acquicfcence  with  the  eternal  order  of  Providence — the  nobleit 
olhcc  of  worfhip  ftill  remains : 

Prai/e  is  devotion  fit  for  mighty  minds, 

Hie  jarring  world’s  agreeing  facrifice.* 

*  And  this  is  furcly  of  a  focial  nature.  One  clafs  of  religious  du¬ 
ties  feparately  confidered,  tends  to  deprefs  the  mind,  filling  it  with 
ingenuous  (hame  and  wholefome  forrow;  and  to  thefc  humiliating 
feelings  folitude  might  perhaps  be  found  congenial :  but  the  fenti- 
menis  of  admiration,  love,  and  joy,  fwell  the  bofom  with  emotions 
udiich  feek  for  fellowfhip«and  communication.  I  he  flame,  indeed, 
may  be  kindled  by.iilent  mufing;  but  when  kindled  it  muft  infaliibl/ 
fpread.  The  devout  heart,,  penetrated  with  large  and  afFcding  views 
of  the  immenflty  of  the  works  of  GoJ,  the  harmony  of  his  laws;  - 
and  the  extent  of  his  beneficence,  burfls  into  loud  and  vocal  expref- • 
fons  of  praife  and  adoration;  and,  from  a  full  and  overflowingTcn-' 
Ability,  feeks  to  expand  itfelf  to  the  utmoft  limits  of  creation.  The 
mind  is  forcibly  carried  out  of  itfelf,  and,  embracing  the  whole  circle 
of  animated  cxillence,  calls  on  all  above,  around,  below,  to  help  to 
bear  the  burden  of  its  gratitude.  Joy  is  too  brilliant  a  thing  to  be 
confined  within  our  own  bof  ms ;  it  burnilhes  all  nature,  and  with  its 
vivid  colouring  gives  a  kind  of  factitious  life  to  objedts  without  fenfe 
or  motion.  There  cannot  be  a  more  flriking  proof  of  the  focial  ten-- 
dency  of  thefe  feelings,  than  the  ftrong  propeniity  we  have  to /uppoft- 
auditor  where  there  are  none.  hen  men  arc  wanting,  we  addrefs’ 
the  animal  creation;  and, 'rather  than  have  none  to  partake  our  fen- 
dnients,  we  find  fcnt’.ment  in  the  mufic  of  the  birds,  the  hum  of  in- 
fcdts,  and  the  low  of  kine;  nay,  we  call  on  rocks,  and  ftreams,  and 
forefts,  to  w'itnefs  and  (hare  our  emotions.  Hence  the  royal  fhep- 
herd,  fojooming  in  caves  and  folitary  waftes,  calls  on  the  hills  to  re- 
joice,  and  the  floods  to  clap  their  hands;  and  the  lonely  poet,  wan- 

.  'dering  in  the  deep  reccllcs  of  uncultivated  nature,  finds  a  temple 'ia  * 

every 
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every  folemn  grove,  and  fwells  his  chorus  of  praife  with  the  winds 
that  bow  the  lofty  cedars.  And  can  he  who,  not  fatisfied  with  the 
wide  range  of  exiftence,  calls  for  the  fympathy  of  the  inanimate  cre¬ 
ation,  refufe  to  worlhip  with  his  fellow  men  ?  Can  he  who  bids 

*  Nature  attend,’  forget  to  ‘  join  every  lining  foul’  in  the  univerfal 
hymn  ?  •  Shall  we  fuppofe  companions  in  the  Itillnefs  of  deferts,  and 
fhall  we  overlook  them  amongli  friends  and  townfmen  ?  It  cannot  be! 
Social  worlhip,  for  the  devout  heart,  is  not  more  a  duty  than  it  is 
a  real  want.’ 

In  one  particular  we  may  be  allowed  to  fet  Mrs.  Barbauld 
right.  The  Jews  do  not  appear  to  us  ‘  to  have  wanted  the 
^  information  that  the  acceptablenefs  of  prayer  does  not  depend 

*  on  the  facrednefs  of  any  particular  place.’  Their  facrifices, 
and  the  obfervance  of  their  more  (blemn  feftivals,  were  indeed 
confined  to  the  temple  ;  but  we  cannot  doubt  that  other  afts  of  * 
devotion  were  held  alike  lawful  in  every  place.  This  Mofes 
taught,  enjoining  the  repetition  of  the  divine  law,  and  its  public 
expofition,  by  fathers  to  their  children,  not  only  in  their  houfes, 
but  in  the  roads  and  ftreets ;  all  which  we  can  fcarcely  (uppofe  ^ 
to  be  unaccompanied  with  prayer.  Nay,  Jefus  Chrift  reproves  j 
them  . for  an  afFedled  oftentation  in  the  performance  of  this  duty, 

*  being  feen  to  pray  in  the  corners,  of  ftreets,’  &c.  which 
could  not  have  been  the  cafe,  had  fuch  a  prejudice  exifted  among 
them. 

We  could  follow,  with  much  pleafure,  every  other  argument 
in  this  little  work,  particularly  where  the  ingenious  writer 
Ihews,  that  it  is  in  the  temples  of  religion  alone  that  the  poor 
and  neglefted  clafles  of  mankind  can  learn  that  they  are  of  the 
fame  fpecies  with  the  others ;  where  (he  condemns  the  erro¬ 
neous  and  gloomy  tenets  which  reprefent  the  Almighty  as  an 
avengeful  tyrant,  rather  than  as  a  beneficent  Father,  and  offers 
judicious  hints  for  the  amendment  of  focial  worftiip. 

Few  readers  of  tafte  will  content  themfelves  without  giving 
Ais  little  pamphlet  a  perufal,  which,  in  our  opinion,  they  can 
fcarcely  do  without  reaping  boA  inftru(ftion  and  improvement. 


^RT.  XII.  Sir  Thomas  More ;  a  Tragedy.  By  the  Author  of  the 
Village  Curate^  and  other  Poems,  pp.  132.  8vo.  2s.  Johnfon. 
London,  1792. 

^T^HE  author  of  the  prefent  work  is  well  known  to  the  poetical 
world ;  at  leaft  by  his  ‘  Village  Curate.’  He  has  dedi¬ 
cated  this  tragedy  to  Mr.  Cowper;  as  ‘  a  compliment  due 
*  to  the  liberality,  candour,  and  humanity,  of  his  criticifm.’ 
The  work,  then,  has  undergone  Ae  review  of  his  mafter  i  and 
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00  this  account,  perhaps,  he  will  not  much  regard  the  ftriSures 
of  fuch  men  as  ourfelves ;  who  have  fometimes  the  ungrateful 
talk  to  oppofe  the  tafte  of  writers  whofe  abilities  are  neverthe- 
left  the  objefts  of  our  efteem. 

It  is  no  little  recommendation  of  this  t»'agedy,  that  its  fable  is 
domedic ;  that  its  characters  are  familiar  to  our  bofoms  ^  and 
that  its  incidents  are  frequently  fuch  as  pafs  in  our  own  houfes. 
Here  are  no  thundering  heroes  and  romantic  heroines.  The 
aiihor  holds  a  faithful  mirror  to  nature.  He  has  very  fkilfully 
contrived  to  introduce  a  library  feene,  in  which  tlie  daughters 
of  the  illuftrious  Sir  Thomas  More  are  varioufly  occupied;  a 
garden  feene  between  Sir  John  More,  the  father,  and  his  lively 

E rand-daughter,  Cecilia;  another,  in  whicli  her  lover  and  her* 
df  artlefsly  confefs  their  mutual  paffion;  a  dinner  feene,  in 
which  all  the  family  are  aflembled;  the  proceiEon  of  the  burial 
^of  Sir  John  ;  and  an  affeCting  (cene  in  the  Tower,  which  palTes 
between  Sir  Thomas  More  and  his  favourite  daughter,  Mar- 
jjaret. 

The  following  feene  has  great  merit ;  the  moral  garrulity  of 
a  happy  old  man,  and  the  innocent  levity  of  youth,  are  well 
deferibed : 

^  Scene  changes  to  Sir  Thomas  More*/  Garden*  Sir  John  More  is 
difeovered fitting  on  a  Garden-feat*  To  him  enters  Cecilia. 

•  5/V  John*  Who*s  there  ?  Cecilia  ? 

•  Cecilia*,  Yes,  Sir. 

«  Sir  John.  Where’s  your  tongue  ? 

It  is  not  usd'to  make  fuch  (h or t  replies. 

«  Cecilia*  No,  Sir ;  but  I  am  bufy. 

‘  Sir  John.  What  d’ye  look  at  ?  ^ 

*  Cecilia*  A  little  animal,  that  round  my  glove 
And  up  and  down  to  ev’ry  finger’s  tip. 

Has  travell’d  merrily,  and  travels  ftill, 

Tho’  it  has  wings  to  fly.  What  its  name. Is 
W'ith  learned  men,  I  know  not.  Simple  folks 
Call  it  the  lady. bird. 

*  Sir  John.  Poor  hamlefs  thing. 

Save  it. 

•  Cecilia.  I  would  not  hurt  it  for  the  world. 

Its  prettinefs  fays,  fpare  me ;  vand  h  bears 
Armour  fo  beautiful  upon  its  back, 

I  could  not  injure  it  to  be  a  queen. 

Look,  Sir,  its  coal  is  fcarlet  dropp’d  with  jet. 

Its  eyes  pure  ivory. 

•  Sir  John.  Child,  I  am  blind 
To  objedls  fo  minute.  I  know  it  well. 

1  is  the  companion  of  the  waning  year. 

And  lives  among  the  bloflfonis  of  the  hop. 
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It  his  fine ’fillcen' wings  enfolded  clofe 
Under  that  coat  of  mail. . 

•  *  Cecilia,'  I  fee  them.  Sir,  * 

For  it  unfurls  them  now,  * Tis  up  and  gone. 

But  here,  Sir,  iii  my  left  hand  1  have  lock’d 
A  prisoner  ftill  more  beauteous. '  *Tis  a  moth, 

.1  found  it  on  a  rofe-leaf.  It  has  wings 
Dappled  with  grey  and  jet,  and  underneath 
Sleeps  in  a  fuit  of  fcarlet.  No  ;  it  wakes ; 

1  feel  it  move.  ’  fis  eager  to  be  gone. 

Shall  I  difmifs  it 

‘  Sir  John*  By  all  means, 

*  Cecilia,  ’Tis  gone. 

And  has  left  half  the  beauties  of  its  wing 
In  dull  upoti  my  glove, 

‘  Sir  John,  Ay,  beauty’s  wreck 
Is  foon  accqmpnih'd.  Of  created  things 
Nothing  was  fihifh’d  vvith  a  tool  fo  nice 
As  the  moth’s  wing.  ’Tis  cover’d  with  fine  art; 
nris  cloth'd  in  feathers  to  the  quickeft  eye 
Hardly^ perceptible.  Yet  one  flight  touch 
Defaces  all.  So  woman’s  beauty  flies, 

Brulh’d  by  the  hand  of  forrow  or  mifchancc, 

Kfcapes'it  thefc  ?  Age  will  not  let  it  pafs. 
li  falls  a  vi^im  to  the  thefts  of  time  ; 

And  there  is  nothing  permanent  on  .earth 
But  goodnefs.  1  have  liv’d,  Cecilia,  long. 

’Tis  almoft  ten  years  fince  1  faw  fourfeore. 

Experience  tells  me  beauty. is  a  ftiade,  . 

And  all  the  pride  of  youth  a  morning  cloud. 

Will  you  be  taught  to  be  for.* ever  , fair,.,.', 

Spite  of  old  age  and  wrinkles  ?  ,the*n  be  good.  ,  . 

*  Cecilia!  Dear  Sir,  I  wilb  .if  you’ll  inflruA  me  how. 

For  Nature  made  me \with‘a  floyen’s  hand,. 

And  fent  me  to  the*  world  fo  ilt-endowed 
The  eye  of  man  o’erlooks  me.  .,None  1  win, 

Becaufe  I  want  Eliza^s’  lively  bloom,  . 

And  Marg'rct’s  modefty. .  Will  goodnefs.  Sir, 

Atone  the  lofs  of  thefe 

*  Sir  John.  Ay,  ^hree  times  thefc.  .  * 

*  CmV/tf.'^Theri,  $ir,  if  I  live  longell,  leave  mcyour’$. 

*  Sir  John*  Thou  wilt  not  .want  it,  wqre  it  more  than ’tis. 
Befides,  our  virtues  are* not  bvr?s  to  give,  . 

Eftates  and  chattels  may  froni.  fire  to  fon  ^ 

Defcend  by  will;  but  goodnefs  hone  inherits. 

*Tis  the  peculiar  beauty  of  the  foul,,  *  ,  , 

And  with  it  flies  to  heav’n.  ,  It  mull  be  w;9n,; 

Or  never  worn.  Thy  own  indoftrious^hand^  ,j  y . 

Mull  earn  it  with  much  labour,  JfU  the  meed 
And  gqiden  wagei^of  babicu^  merits 

Which 
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[  Which  fifes  early  to  an  cndlefs  taflc. 

And  leaves  it  late  at  night. 

■  I  *  Cecilia.  What  tofk,  dear  Sir ; 

I  Tell  me,  and  Ml  begin  it. 

'  Sir  John*  *Tis  begun. 

S  Do  as  thy  father  bids  thee,  ’twill  proce^. 

ji  ‘  Cecilia.  1  wi(h  he  was  at  home.  Sir,  will  you  walk, 

|l  And  look  out  for  him  at  the  garden  gate  ? 

,1  I  think  he’ll  come  by  water. 

A  *  Sir  John.  Go  before. 

I  ril  follow  after  with  what  fpecd  I  can. 

0,  ‘  Cecilia.  No,  Sir,  we’ll  go  together.  Here’s  your  ftaff; 

The  other  hand  (hall  reft  upon  my  arm.’  [Exeunt.] 

The  dinner  fcene  prefents  us  with  an  extremely  pleafing  pic- 
ture.  The  charadler  of  .Cecilia,  compofed  of  levity  and  fenfi- 
bility,  is  well  fuftained  in  her  dialogue  with  Sir  Thomas 
More : 

'  *  Scene— Thomas’i  Library. 


*  Sir  Thomas  and  all  bis  Family  at  Dinner. 

*  Sir  Thorhas.  Proceed  we  with  difpatch,  or  I  muft  fly 
Ere  we  have  toafted  thefe  our  wedded  friends. 

Fleet  as  the  hare  is  time,  when  happy  man 
Entreats  him  to  retard  his  rapid  hours ; 

But  when  in  woe  he  prays  him  to  be  gone, 

More  tardy  than  the  flow  worm  or  the  fnail. 

Come,  happinefs,  to  all  .wbofe  hearts  are  one. 

To  wives  and  hufbands.  May  ye  never  jar. 

But  live  to  the  remoteil  hours  of  life. 

Concordant  as  the  notes  of  fellow  pipes 
That  found  for  ever  charming  unifon. 

Cecilia,  mark  my  leflbn. 

*  Cecilia.  Sir,  1  do, 

And  hope  my  hufband  will  have  never  caufe 
^  To  wi(h  undone  the  fortune  of  to-day. 

But  women,  let  me  tell  him,  are  deceitful. 

I  Fhey  wear  a  gentle  afpe^t  till  they  wed. 

And  ever  after  domineer.  So  pufs 
Fondles  the  moufe  her  pris’nef,  with  light  paw 
1  ouching  his  velvet  coat,  and  purring  loud 
Her  trcach’rous  promife  to  be  ever  kind, 
iihe  (huts  her  eyes  and  feems  almoft  afleep. 

Hiding  the  tigrefs  in  a  patient  fmile. 

But  (hort  the  refpitc — mercy  foon  expires— 

She  fprings  with  favage  fiercenefs  on  her  prey, 

(Fixes  her  teeth  and  talons,  fwears  his  death. 

And  eats  him  up  in  anger.  Sir,  I’ll  tell  you 
1  o  whoni  the  man  who  leeks  a  faultlefs  wife 
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May  be  compar’d.  He’s  like  the  foolilh  boy 
Who  ihi  ull  his  hand  into  a  bag  of  vipers 
To  fnd  a  fingle  eeU  and  thought  it  hard 
The  reptile  bit  him,  and  the  filh  efcap’d. 

‘  Sir  Thomas.  See,  Sir,  how  bold  and  talkative  a  wife 
You  have  to  bear  withal.  ’Twas  Nature’s  mind 
To  make  a  lawyer  of  my  youngeft  daughter, 

Had  fafhion  been  her  friend.  She  has  a  tongue 
That  never  rells  ;  ’tis  a  perpetual  clock  .  . 

That  needs  no  winding  up.  She  was  a  prattler 
E’en  from  her  cradle.  She  would  talk  and  laugh 
From  dawn  to  funfet,  and  w^as  fcarce  content 
To  let  her  aclive  wit  lie  Hill,  and  rell 
E’en  in  her  fleep. 

‘  Cecilia.  Ves,  Sir,  (he  has  a  tongue 
That  never  halts  for  waat  of  argument. 

She  can  difpute,  and  re  ion,  and  tell  tales. 

As  endlefs  as  the  coward’s  vain  account 
Of  bloody  battles  and  heroic  adls ; 

Or  1  ady  Paddle’s  tedious  hiftory 
Of  her  grave  anceftors  of  Faddle-hall. 

*  Sir  TUmas.  Come,  come,  no  fcandal.  Madam,  La(h  the 
vice. 

But  ever  fpare  the  perfon.  Of  offence 
Speak  boldly  to  the  ewr  of  him  who  errs, 

But  never  tell  him  that  him felf  offends. 

I  ki.ow  H  lady  who  finds  fault  with  others. 

Yet  has  fomc  little  foibles  in  herfelf. 

She  takes  of  liberty  too  much  herfelf. 

Giving  to  others  not  enough.  She  loves 
To  laugh,  and  fing,  and  ramble  o’er  the  field. 

But  prifons  the  poor  butterfly  and  bird. 

‘  Cecilia^  Sir,  I  perceive  that  lady  is  Cecilia. 

Let  me  acquit  my  felf.  You  have  been  looking 
Into  the  little  boxes  on  my  flielf. 

You  found  in  mod  a  butterfly  or  moth. 

I  had  not  cheated  them  of  one  fmall  link 
Of  native  liberty.  1  found  them  all 
Juft  at  the  clofe  of  autumn ;  trav’lling  fome. 

Mere  harmlefs  caterpillars,  to  find  (belter 
From  the  keen  breath  of  all-confuming  winter; 

Some  cradled  in  a  warm' ingenious  (hell. 

And  fatten’d  to  the  windows.  To  them  all 
I  lent  a  foft’ring  hand,  made  them  warm  beds 
Of  wool  and  cotton,  found  them  each  a  houfe. 

And,  pleas’d  as  Pharaoh’s  daughter  to  preferve 
The  little  friendlefs  Hebrew,  day  by  day 
Watch’d  the  return  of  fcarce  apparent  life, 

Suftain’d  for  months  by  nothing.  At  the  laff, 

Each  from  his  tomb  arofe,  fuperbly  cloth ’d, 

hi 
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And,  mounting  on  a  pair  of  beauteous  wings. 

Left  me  rejoicing.  For  the  prifon’d  bird, 

’Tis  a  poor  goldfinch  that  I  bought  by  chance 
Of  cruel  boys,  'who  ftole  it  from  the  neft. 

It  could  not  fly,  and  1  had  much  to  do 
To  find  the  food  it  lik’d.  J  fed  it  long. 

And,  when  I  thought  it  fledg’d,  unlock’d  the  cage, 

And  bade  it  fly  away.  It  flew,  indeed. 

But  had  not  heart  to  leave  me,  perching  ftill 
Upon  my  head,  my  Ihoulder,  or  my  hand. 

And  oft  returning  to  the  cage  it  left. 

It  had  been  cruel  to  have  forc’d  it  out. 

So  when  the  day  is  clear,  and  pufs  withdrawn, 

I  open  all  my  windows  and  my  cage. 

Fallen  my  door,  and  bid  it  go  or  flay. 

E’en  as  it  pleafes.  While  1  read  within 
It  never  leaves  me  ;  when  I  flray  abroad, 

I  often  find  it  in  the  garden  walk. 

Hopping  from  branch  to  branch,  happy  to  twit 
Clofe  at  my  fide^  And  flill  at  my  return 
I  meet  it  in  my  chamber,  or  alone 
Or  by  a  friend  attended,  whom  its  tongue 
Advifes  to  be  bold,  but  pleads  in  vain. 

For  yet  it  lives  immated. 

‘  hir  Johft.  Brave  defence ! 

Let  me  be  judge,  and  be  the  verdlft  found 
For  the  defendant.  She  has  won  her  caufe; 

The  daughter  triumphs,  and  the  father  fails. 

-  •  Sir  Themas,  Sir,  -I  confefs  it.  She  has  well  explain’d 
The  motives  of  her  condudl.  Had  we  all 
Intentions  good  and  generous  as  hers. 

Law  were  a  muzzled  bear,  that  could  not  bite. 

And  lawyers  beggars.  Let  me  pay  the  colls. 

And  more,  I  promile  ere  the  week  expires 
To  yield  her  damages  lhall  thrice  requite 
The  wrong  Tv^  done  her.  Let  it  now  fubfide. 

Time  hurries.  I  can  drink  but  one  glafs  more. 

And  hark  a  moment  to  Eliza’s  fong. 

Then  I  mud  leave  you,  and  away  to  court. 

Come,  Sir,  the  King.  (They  all  drink  the  King.y 

In  the  foliloquy  of  Sir  Thomas  More  in  the  Tower,  the 
author  has  adroitly  contrived  to  introduce  allufijns  to  the  fub- 
jefts  which  Shakfpeare  has  touched  with  fuch  .(kill ;  we  mean 
the  various  vidims  who  have  perilhed  in  that  place,  which  was 

once  an  EngliQi  Baftile.  We  tranferibe  with  pleafure  this 
foliloquy: 
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*  Scene  changes  to  a  Room  in  the  l^o^wer, 

*  Sir  Thomas  alom. 

•  Such  is  my  home — a  gloomy  tenement. 

And  folitary  as  the  peafant’s  hut 
Upon  the  barren  mountain.  Not  a  foul 
Deigns  me  a  yifit.  All  my  company 
Are  toiling  fpiders,  who  confume  the  day 
In  fpreading  nets  to  catch  the  harmlefs  dy^ 

An  emblem  of  myfelf.  For  what  am  I 
But  a  poor,  helplefs,  weather-beaten  infeft^ 

That  fought  for  (belter  in  the  lowly  (hed, 

And  found  within  the  fpider  tyranny. 

Sometimes  a  moufe  attends  me  for  my  crumbs  r 
I  bid  him  welcome,  but  the  whifkerd  fool 
Is  ftill  fufpicious  that  1  mean  him  wrong. 

-  How  kind  was  Nature,  when  (he  made  the  brute. 

To  make  him  cautious  how  he  trufted  man  I 
For  fuch  a  tyrant  is  he,  that  he  whets 
The  murd’rous  dagger  often  for  himfelf. 

And  ever  for  his  brother ;  fparing  none. 

His  neighbour,  or  his  kinfman,  or  his  friencL 
’Tis  all  his  bufinefs  to  deftroy  himfelf. 

And  all  his  fport  to  trample  on  the  brute. 

Track  him  in  all  his  ways,  in  war,  in  peace. 

Seeking  renown  upon  the  battle’s  edge, 

Amufement  in  the  clofet  or  the  field. 

His  footfteps  are  all  mark’d  with  favage  blood(hed» 

Philofophy  and  Faith  have  each  their  fword 
And  murder,  one  for  wifdom,  one  for  truths 
The  paths  of  glory  are  the  paths  of  blood ; 

And  what  are  heroes  and  afpiring  kings 
But  butchers  ?  Has  not  ev*ry  prince  his  knife. 

His  (laughter-houfe,  and  vidim  ?  What  am  I 
‘But  a  poor  lamb  felcded  from  the  dock. 

To  be  the  next  that  bleeds  where  many  a  lamb. 

As  innocent  and  guiltlefs  as  myfelf. 

Has  bled  before  me  ?  On  this  floor,  perhaps. 

The  perfecuted  Harry  breath’d  his  lall. 

Under  the  fword  of  Glofter.  Clarence  here 
Drank  his  laft  draught  of  Malmfey,  and  his  fon. 

Poor  haplefs  boy,  pin’d  infancy  away  ; 

All  his  acquaintance,  forrow  and  himfelf ; 

And  all  the  world  he  knew,  this  little  room.. 

Yes,  here  he  fat,  and  loug’d  for  liberty. 

Which  never  found  him ;  ending  his  fad  youth 
Under  the  tyrant’s  axe.  And  here,  perhaps, 

AlTaifinatioo,  at  the  dead  of  nig,ht> 
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With  lilent  footftep,  and  extended  arm. 
Feeling  her  way  to  the  remember^  bed. 
Found  the  two  breathing  princes  fail  afleep. 
And  did  her  bloody  work  without  remorfe. 

O  horrible  to  thirik  of!  Such  is  man. 

No  bead,  whofe  appetite  is  ever  blood. 

Wants  mercy  more.  Shall  I  efcape  him  ?  No. 
No  Marg’ret,  no  my  daughter,  no  Eliza, 

No  my  good  girl,  Cecilia.  I  mull  die, ' 

And  leave  my  widow  and  my  houfe  to  mourn. 
Sorrow  will  overtake  you,  grievous  lofs,  . 
Plunder,  and  beggary.  Would  that  my  eyes 
Might  once  more  fee  you  all  before  I  go.* 


We  are  forry  to  obferve  the  manner  in  which  our  author  has 
delineated  the  charafler  of  the  unfortunate  Anne  Bullen.  We 
know  of  no  authority  to  confider  her  as  tyrannical  in  her  ambi¬ 
tion.  Our  author  makes  her  fay, 


— ‘  Were  I  a  king, 

I*d  do  that  aft,  tho’  to  accompliih  it 
1  pav’d  my  way  with  twenty  thoufand  heads.* 

Again:  (he  advifes  the  king  to  remove  More,  who  will  not 
confent  to  his  divorce  with  Catherine.  The  king  exclaims, 

‘  What !  (hall  I  part  with  More  ? 

*  Anne.  And  part  for  ever: 

Send  him  to  heav’n.’ 


t  Thefe  violations  of  hiftory  always  hurt  our  natural  feelings. 
Homer  and  Virgil,  it  is  faid,  made  very  free  with  the  gharafters 
of  Penelope  and  Dido ;  for  the  firft  was  as  unchafte  as  the  other 
was  the  contrary.  But  it  fuited  the  plan  of  their  poems.  Per¬ 
haps  the  fame  rcafun  operated  with  our  ingenious  writer ;  being 
in  diftrefs  for  fuch  a  chara£ler,  he  venturi,  like  another  Henry 
the  Eighth,  to  blacken  with  fiditious  infamy  the  unfortunate 
Anne  Bullen. 

This  tragedy  is  not  adapted  for  the  ftage,  as  its  change  of 
feene  is  extremely  rapid,  and  againft  all  the  eftabliflied  rules  of 
the  drama.  But  our  author  is  one  of  thofe  who  pleafe  in  fpite 
of  rules.  This  tragedy  is  interelling  in  the  clofet :  and  we  ac¬ 
knowledge  that,  in  fpite  of  all  its  imperfedfions,  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  confidcrable  gratification  from  its  pcrufal. 
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Art.  XIII.  A  Trip  to  Paris^  in  yuly  and  Auguji^  J 792»  PP* 

8 VO.  3s.  fewed.  Lane.  London,  1793. 

A  T  the  prefent  critical  period,  when  the  political  concuffions 
are  houtiy  and  important,  the  flighteft  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  chaotic  government  of  France  becomes  peculiarly 
intcrelting.  Mr.  I  wiis,  the  well-known  traveller,  is  the  au- 
thtir  of  this  ‘  Trip.’  lie  has  endeavoured  to  prefent  to  the 
public  an  iiupaitial  and  accurate  ftatement  of  affairs;  what  he 
has  undertaken  he  has  performed ;  we  wifh  he  had  under¬ 
taken  more ;  for  his  publication  has  afforded  us  confiderable 
amuferr'ent. 

We  find  in  it  not  only  a  narrative  of  the  dreadful  maffacre  of 
of  the  10th  of  Au  ;ufi,  and  many  particulars  concerning  the 
revolution,  but  mere  are  alfo  interlperfed  feveral  deferiptions 
which  will  be  acceptable  to  the  curious.  Such  are  the  author’s 
notices  of  founding  meridians — the  two-headed  boy — execution 
of  criminals  wdth  2  beheading  machine  (a  plate  of  which  is 
given  for  a  fi  ontifpiece) — an  account  of  the  Botanical  National 
Garden — and  a  defcripcion  of  the  anaftatica,  or  rofe  of  Jericho, 
of  which  there  is  likewife  a  figure. 

We  give  Mr.  Twifs’s  account  of  an  execution  at  Paris : 

*  T  he  crowd  began  to  aflemble  at  ten  in  th^  morning,  and  waited, 
expoLd  to  ihe  interle  heat  of  the  fun  in  the  middle  of  July,  till  four 
in  the  afternoon,  when  the  ciiininals,  a  marquis  and  a  prieft,  were 
broagat,  in  two  coaches;  they  were  condemned  for  having  forged 

*  I  he  marquis  afeended  the  fcaffold  firft ;  he  was  as  pale  as  if  he 
had  already  been  dead,  and  he  endeavoured  to  hide  his  face,  by  pul¬ 
ling  h  is  hair  over  it.  There  were  two  executioners,  dreffed  in  black, 
on  me  fcafFold,  one  of  which  immediately  tied  a  plank  of  about 
eighteen  irxhes  broad,  and  an  inch*thick,  to  the  body  of  the  mar¬ 
quis,  as  he  iiood  upright,  fattening  it  about  the  arms,  the  belly,  and 
the  legs.  This  plank  was  about  four  feet  long,  and  came  almoft  up 
to  his  chin.  A  piiett  who  attended,  then  applied  a  crucifix  to  his 
mouth,  and  the  two  executioners  directly  laid  him  on  his  belly  on  the 
bench,  lifted  up  the  upper  part  of  the  board  which  was  to  receive  his 
neck,  adjutted  his  head  properly,  then  fhut  the  board,  and  pulled 
the  ttrirg  which  in  faitened  to  the  peg  at  the  top  of  the  machine, 
which  iitteu  up  a  latch,  and  down  came  the  axe.  The  head  was  off 
in  a  moment,  arid  rdl  into  a  balkct  which  was  ready  to  receive  it ; 
the  executioner  took  it  out,  and  held  it  up  by  the  hair,  to  (how  the 

Populace,  and  then  put  it  into  another  bafket  along  with  the  body, 
'ery  little  blood  had  iflued  as  yet. 

‘  I’he  jrriett  was  now  taken  out  of  the  coach,  from  which  he  might 
have  fecn  his  companion  fuffer.  The  bloody  axe  was  hoifted  up,  and 
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he  underwent  the  fame  operation  exadly.  Each  of  thefe  executions 
lafted  about  a  minute  in  all,  from  the  moment  of  the  criminars  af- 
cending  the  fcaffold,  to  that  of  the  body's  being  taken  away.  ^  It  was 
now  feen  that  the  body  of  the  marquis  made  fuch  a  violent  expiration, 
that  the  belly  raifed  the  lid  of  the  balket  it  was  in,  and  the  blood 
jrulhed  out  of  the  great  arteries  in  torrents. 

;*  *  Xhe  windows  of  the  Plact  di  were,  as  ufual  on  fuch  occa- 

?fions,  filled  with  ladies.  Many  perfons  were  performing  on  viol.ns 
»rd  trumpets,  in  order  to  pafs  the  time  away,  and  to  relieve  the  te- 
dioufnefs  of  expedlation.* 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  particulars  of  the  unlicenfed 
fury  of  the  Pariiian  mob  after  their  battle  with  the  Swifs : 

*  The  guaisf  the  bridges,  the  gardens,  and  the  immediate  fcenc 
ic{  battle,  were  cover;id  with  bodies,  dead,  dying,  and  drunk ;  many 
wouidtd  and  drunk  died  in  the  night;  the  ftreets  were  filled  with 
carts,  carrying  away  the  dead,  with  litters  taking  the  wounded  to 
'hofpitals ;  with  women  and  children  crying  for  the  lofs  of  their  rela¬ 
tions,  with  men,  women,  and  children,  walking  among  and  llriding 
over  t^e  dead  bodies,  in  filence,  and  with  apparent  unconcern;  with 
troops  ot*  the  /ins -culottes  running  about,  covered  with  blood,  and  car¬ 
rying.  at  the  end  of  their  bayonets,  rags  of  the  clothes  which  they  had 
torn  from  the  bodies  of  the  dead  Swifs,  who  were  left  ftark  naked  in 
the  gardens. 

‘  One  of  thefe  fans -culottes  was  bragging  that  he  had  killed  eight 
gwiis  with  his  ovyn  har^;  another  was  oblerved  lying  wounded,  all 
Over  blood,  afleep  or  drunk,  with  a  gun,  piilols,  a  fabre,  and  a 
batchet  by  him. 

f  *  The  courage  and  ferocity  of  the  women  was  this  day  very  con- 
ipicuous.  'I'he  firtl  perfon  that  entered  the  Tuilleries,  after  the  firing 
cealed,  was  a  woman  named  Teroigne:  (he  had  been  very  arrive  in 
the  riots  at  Brufiels,  a  few  years  ago ;  (he  afterwards  was  in  prifon  a 
twelvemonth  at  Vienna;  and  when  (he  was  reieafed,  after  the  death 
of  the  emperor,  went  to  Geneva,  which  city  (he  was  foon  obliged 
to,  leave ;  (be  then  came  to  Paris,  and  headed  the  hiarfeiilois  ;  (he 
began  by  cleaving  the  head  of  a  Swifs,  who  folicited  her  protection, 
and  who  was  inftantaneoufly  cut  in  pieces  by  her  followers.  She  is 
agreeable  in  her  perfon,  which  is  (mail,  and  is  about  twenty-eight 
years  of  age. 

‘  Many  men,  and  alfo  many  women,  as  well  of  the  order  of 
jpoijfcvdes  (which  are  a  clafs  almoll  of  the  fame  fpecies  and  rank  with 
,our  fi(h women,  and  who  are  eafijy  diitinguifhed  by  their  red  cotton 
: bibs  and  aprons)  as  others,  ran  about  the  gardens,  ripping  open  the 

bellies,  and  dalhing  out  the  brains,  of  feveral  of  the  naked  dead 
owifs. 

At  fix  in  the  evening  I  faw  a  troop  of  national  guards  and  fans^ 
culottes  kill  a  Swifs  who  was  running  away,  by  cleaving  his  (kull  with 
a  doacn  fabres  at  once^  on  the  Pont-royal,  and  then  call  him  into  the 

^  4  riverj 


40  A  Trip  to  Paris. 

river,  in  kfs  time  than  it  takes  to  read  this,  and  afterwards  walk 
quietly  on. 

*  The  (hops  were  (hut  all  this  day,  and  alfo  the  theatres ;  no  coaches 
were  about  the  (Ireets,  at  lead  not  near  the  place  of  carnage ;  the 
houfes  were  lighted  up,  and  pa*troles  paraded  the  dreets  all  night. 
Not  a  Tingle  houTe  was  pillaged. 

5  The  barracks  were  ftill  in  flames,  as  well  as  the  houfes  of  the 
Swifs  porters  at  the  end  of  the  gardens  :  thefe  laft  gave  light  to  five 
or  fix  waggons  which  were  employed  all  night  in  carrying  away  the 
dead  carcafes. 

*  Beheading.  Dead  naxeb  Bodies. 

*  But  to  return  to  ihofe  *  aftive  citizens,  whom  arifiocratic  info- 
Icnce  has  ftyled  fans-culottes,  brigands.^ 

‘  On  Sunday  they  dragged  a  man  to  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  before  a 
magillrate,  to  be  tried  for  having  flolcn  fomething  in  the  Tuillcries, 
as  they  faid.  He  was  accordingly  tried,  fearched,  and  nothing  being 
found  on  him,  was  acquitted.  N^importe,  faid  thefe  citizens ;  we  mull 
have  his  head  for  all  that,  for  we  caught  him  in  the  of  dealing. 
They  laid  him  on  his  back  on  the  ground,  and,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  judge  who  had  acquitted  him,  they  fawed  off  his  head  in  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  with  ah  old  notched  fey  the,  and  then  gave  it  to 
the  boys  to  carry  about  on  a  pike,  leaving  the  carcafe  in  the  juftice- 
hall. 

*  At  the  corner  of  almolt  every  chief  dreet  is  a  black  marble  flab, 
inferted  in  the  wall  about  ten  feet  high,  on  which  is  cut  in  large  let¬ 
ters,  gilt,  Loix  et  aSes  de  V autorite  publique  (laws  and  a^ls  of  the 
public  authority) ;  and  underneath  are  paded  the  daily,  and  fometimes 
hourly,  decrees  and  notices  of  the  National  Aflembly.  One  of  thefe 
acquainted  the  citizens,  that  Mandat  (the  former  commander-general 
of  the  national  guards)  had  yederday  undergone  the  punilhment  due 
to  his  crimes ;  that  is  to  fay,  the  people  had  cut  off  his  head. 

‘  During  feveral  days,  after  the  day  I  procured  all  the  Paris  newf- 
papers,  about  twenty,  but  all  on  the  fame  fide,  as  the  people  had  put 
the  editors  of  the  ariflocratic  papers,  hors  d^etat  de  purler  (prevented 
their  fpeaking),  by  beheading  one  or  two  of  them,  and  deftfoying 
all  their  preffes. 

*  They,  about  this  time,  hanged  two  money-changers  (people  who 
gave  paper  for  louis  d’or,  crowns,  and  guineas),  under  trie  idea 
that  the  money  was  fent  to  the  emigrants. 

**On  the  Saturday  morning,  at  (even,  I  was  in  the  Tuilleries  gar¬ 
dens  ;  only  thirty-eight  dead  naked  bodies  were  ftill  lying  there ;  they 
were,  however,  covered  where  decency  required ;  the  people  who  ftript 
them  on  the  preceding  evening  having  cut  a  ga(h  in  the  belly,  and  left 
a  bit  of  the  (hirt  flicking  to  the  carcafe  by  means  of  the  dried  blood. 
I  was  told  that  the  body  of  a  lady  had  juft  been  carried  out  of  the  Ca- 
toufel  fquare :  (lie  was  the  only  woman  killed,  and  that  probably  by 
accident.  Here  I  had  the  pleafiire  of  feeing  many  beautiful  ladies 
(and  ugly  ones  too,  as  I  thought)  walking  arm  in  arm  with  their  male 

friends, 
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friends,  though  fo  early  in  the  morning,  and  forming  little  groups,  oc¬ 
cupied  in  contemplating  the  mangled  naked  and  iHfF carcafcs. 

<  The  fair  fex  has  been  equally  courageous  and  curious,  in  former 
times,  in  this  as  well  as  in  other  countries ;  and  of  this  we  lhall  pro¬ 
duce  a  few  inftances. 

The  inftances  Mr.Twifs  produces  are  extracted  from  various 
authors ;  of  modern  examples  he  has  alfo  recorded  the  following 
ones  in  a  note : 

*  On  the  28th  of  March,  1757,  Damiens,  who  ftabbed  Louis  XV. 
was  executed  in  the  Place  de  Greve.  Four  horfes  were  to  pull  his 
arms  and  legs  from  his  body :  they  were  fifty  minutes  pulling  in  vain, 
and  at  laft  his  joints  were  obliged  to  be  cut.  He  fupported  thefe  tor¬ 
ments  patiently,  and  expired  whilft  the  tendons  of  his  (houlders  were 
cutting,  though  he  was  living  after  his  legs  and  thighs  had  been  torn 
from  his  body ;  his -right  hand  had  previouily  been  cut  off.  I  was  in 
Paris  in  1768,  and  then,  and  at  various  times  fince,  have  been  affured 
by  cye-witnefles,  that  almoft  all  the  windows  of  the  fquare  where  the 
execution  was  performed,  were  hired  by  ladies,  at  from  two  to  ten  /ouis 
each. 

‘  Mr.  Thicknefle,  in  his  *  Year’s  journey  through  France  and 
Part  of  Spain,’  in  a  letter  dated  Dijon,  in  Burgundy,  1776,  mentions 
a  man  whom  he  faw  broke  alive  on  the  wheel  by  *  the  executioner 
and  hts  mother^  who  afiifted  at  this  horrid  bufinefs.  Thefe  both  feemed 
to  enjoy  the  deadly  office.’ 

‘  1  have  formerly  given  an  account  of  the  Spanifh  ladies  enjoying 
the  barbarities  of  the  bull-fights.’ 

The  charge  here  alledged  agaiiift  the  female  fex  is  by  no 
means  unfounded—.  We  recolledt  another  inftance  of  this  apa¬ 
thy,  or,  (hall  \ye  fay,  this  delight  in  cruelty^  which  the  fair  ex¬ 
perience.  A  writer  of  merit,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  plague  in 
London,  1665,  who  was  a  witnefs  of  the  melancholy  feenes  he 
defcribe.s,  has  made  the  following  refleftion :  ‘  It  is,  indeed,  to 
‘  be  obferved,  that  the  women  were,  in  all  this  calamity,  the 
‘  moji  raJhyfearlefs^TkVi^  defperate  creatures,*  This  feature,  which 
has  always  ebarafterifed  the  fair  fex,  is  alfo  vifible  in  children ; 
and  the  fa£l  has  formed  a  problem  hard  to  be  folved  by  the  ob- 
fervers  of  human  nature. 

We  cannot  difmifs  this  article  without  cenfuring  that  freedom 
of  compofition  which  our  author  has  ever  indulged.  We  are 
as  great  admirers  as  Mr.  T wifs  of  the  franchife  of  Bayle ;  but 
he  fhould  have  C9nfidered,  that  this  ‘  Trip’  is  not  addrefled 
folely  to  philofophers.  We.wilb  therefore  that  he  had  omitted 
the  definition  of  ‘  the  little  dogs,’  and  the  quotation  from 
Me^ray. 
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ThomfonV  Spirit  of  General  Hijlory. 


Art.  XIV.  The  Spirit  of  General  Hiflory^  in  a  Series  of  Lec^ 
tures^  from  the  Eighth  to  the  Eighteenth  Century  \  wherein  is 
given  a  ^iew  of  the  Progrefs  of  Society^  in  Manners  and 
Lfgiflation^  during  that  Period.  By  the  Rev.  George  Thomjon. 
pp.  434.  8vo.  6s.  boards.  Law,  London.  I79i« 

HE SE  ledlures  are  nine  in  number.  The  firft,  or,  as  it  is 
called,  the  preliminary  lefture,  relates  to  the  life  and  dd^ 
vantages  of  Hijlory.  How  it  Jhould  be  fludied.  The  Hijlory  of  mo^ 
dim  Nations  more  ufeful  than  that  of  the  ancient  World.  Knowledge 
of  the  Latter  necefary  to  the  Study  of  the  Former.  Sketch  of  the 
Hijlory  of  ancient  Nations^  iffc. 

In  the  exordium  of  this  lefture  Mr.  Thomfon  points  out  the  j 
ufe  and  advantage  of  ftudying  hiftory,  fortify! -.g  his  own  re-  | 
marks  with  the  ohfervations  of  all  who  have  written  on  the  fub-  | 
ye6l.  He  then  proceeds  to  take  a  rapid  furvey  of  that  period  | 
which  precedes  the  time  of  Charlemagne.  In  this  furvey,  after  1 
a  brief  hiftory  of  man  prior  to  the  eftablilhment  of  any  fixed 
iVftcm  of  government, he  gives  a  fhort  (ketch  of  the  hiftory  of  the 
Egyptians,  Medes,  Perfians,  the  Greeks,  and  Romans.  He  next 
directs  his  attention  to  a  confideration  of  their  religion,  legifla- 
tion,  manners,  arts,  and  fciences. 

Le<Sturc  the  fecond,  hijlory^  LawSy  Manners^  CuJlomSy  and 
Religion^  of  the  modern  Nations  of  Europe. 

Charlemagne  having  fubdued  thofe  nations  which,  upon  the 
fubverfion  of  the  Roman  empire,  had  poflefTed  themfelves  of 
Italy  j  having  a^fo  made  himfelf  mafter  of  France,  Germany, 
the  Low  Countries,  and  a  part  of  Spain,  was  crowned  Emperor 
of  the  Weft  by  Pope  Leo  III.  on  Chriftmas-day,  800.  This 
is  the  era  at  which  Mr.  Thomfon  commences  his  review  of 
modern  hiftory.  But,  in  order  to  conne£l  the  feveral  periods  of 
modern  hiftory,  the  caufes  of  the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire 
are  ftated,  and  an  account  given  of  thofe  nations  which  were 
founded  on  its  fubverfion.  This  le£lure  details  the  fy'lem  of 
government  under  which  the  Goths,  Vifigoths,  Saxons,  Francs, 
Vandals,  Huns,  &c.  lived  when  they  invaded  the  Roman  em¬ 
pire  ;  a  hiftory  of  the  nations  which  they  formed  after  its  fub¬ 
verfion;  of  France,  founded  by  the  Francs  under  Clovis;  of 
Spain,  feized  firft  by  the  Vandals,  Suevi  and  Alains,  and  after¬ 
wards  polTelTed  by  the  Vifigoths ;  of  Italy,  which  Odoaccr, 
King  of  the  Heruli,  firft  made  himfelf  mafter  of,  but  was  forced 
to  rclinquifli  to  the  Oftrogoths ;  and  of  Great  Britain. — Mr. 
'^rhemfon  then  enters  into  a  view  of  the  legiflation,  manners, 
and  religion,  of  the  barbarians  after  they  had  fettled  in  Europe. 

The 
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The  remaining  part  of  the  leiture  is  occupied  by  an  account  of 
the  power  of  the  popes  and  the  p?triarchs  of  Conftantinople  ;  a 
furvey  of  England  to  the  time  of  the  conqueft ;  a  biographical 
account  of  Alfred,  Bede,  and  Alcuin;  and  a  view  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  arts  in  England  during  this  period. 

Ledfure  the  Third.  Charl€tnagnt\-~^Btvolutioni, — Governments. 
Manners* — Religi  n. — Cujioms* — Sciences* — The  Normans* 

At  the  commencement  of  the  ^:inth  century  three  empires  pre- 
fent  themfelves  to  our  view.  The  empire  of  the  /^//,  renewed 
under  Charlemagne,  and  rendered^  vigorous  and  efficient  bv  his 
great  abilities  ;  the  Greek  empire^  enervated  by  revolts,  and  faint¬ 
ing  beneath  the  preflure  of  religious  fanaticifm,  yet  (till  fup- 
porting  itfelf  againft  the  attempts  of  the  Bulgarians  on  the 
north,  and  the  Saracens  on  the  fouth ;  and  the  empire  of  the  Sa^ 
racensj  raifed  to  an  enviable  height  by  the  abilities  of  Haronn-al- 
Rafched,  the  juji* 

As  long  as  Charlemagne  lived,  the  weftern  empire  flouriflied, 
and  was  kept  together  by  his  adtivity,  moderation,  and  abilities. 
His  death  feemed  to  be  the  fignal  for  revolution  and  revolt. 
Under  his  fon,  Louis  the  Meek,  the  luftre  of  the  empire  was 
obfeured.  The  Normans,  Saracens,  and  Bretons,  braved  his 
power,  and  at  his  death  the  German  empire  feparated  itfelf  from 
his  houfe,  and  became  eledfive.  'The  fuccelfurs  of  Louis  were 
monarchs  equally  weak,  and  equally  unfortunate.  Charles  the 
Simple,  the  laft  of  the  race  of  Charlemagne,  by  beftowing  Nor¬ 
mandy  and  Bretagne  on  Rollo,  a  Norman  chief,  greatly  irri¬ 
tated  his  fubjedls.  A  revolution  was  the  confequence  of  his 
mifeondudf,  and  Hugh  Capet  afeended  the  throne. 

Having  entered  into  a  view  of  the  French  moiiarchy  to  this 
period,  Mr.  Thomfon  gives  an  account  of  the  republic  of  Ve¬ 
nice;  of  the  fituation  of  Spain  during  this  period,  ravaged  by 
the  wars  between  the  Moors  and  Chriiiians;  and  of .  the  Nor¬ 
mans  to  the  time  of  Rollo,  He  then  points  out  the  various  re¬ 
volutions,  and  their  caufes ;  the  fyftem  of  government  and  le- 
giflation  adopted  by  the  different  nations  ;  the  progrefs  of  re¬ 
ligion,  manners,  and  fciences  ;  and  concludes  by  a  brief  hiftory 
of  the  northern  ftates  of  Europe  prior  to  the  tenth  century. 

Ledlure  the  Fourth.  Shtch  of  the  Hijlory  of  the  Eajiern  Na- 
tions*-^ Mahomet y  his  Religion^  his  Progtefs^  and  that  of  his  Suc^ 
cejfbrs* — Law s,^  Manners^  Arts,^  Chivalry* 

This  ledJure  commences  with  fome  obfervations  on  the  origin 
of  the  Chinefe,  Indians,  and  Perfians.  The  Chinefe  Mr. 
Thomfon  fuppofes  to  derive  their  origin  from  the  ancient  Egyp¬ 
tians,  to  whom  their  manners  and  cuftoms  bear  a  ftriking  re- 
femblance.  While  the  northern  parts  of  Europe  were  fpreading 
defolation  through  Europe,  Mahomet,’ an  obfeure  man,  in  the 
7.  deferts 
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dcferts  of  Arabia  was  laying  the. foundation  of  a  new  religion. 
Without  dwelling  particularly  on  the  revolution  which  he  ef- 
feftcd,  we  muft  be  allowed  to  fay,  that  for  one  man,  neither 
polTeiTed  of  wealth  nor  friends,  to  unite  favage  hordes,  fcattered 
over  an  almoft  immenfe  tra£t  of  country,  to  animate  them  with 
one  fpirit  \  to  overturn  the  power  of  Perfia,  feize  the  richeft 
provinces  of  Afia,  and  all  Africa,  from  the  emperors  of  Con- 
ftantinople ;  acquire  an  unlimited  power  over  fo  vaft  a  number 
of  the  human  race,  and  to  tranfmit  that  power  to  perfons  named 
by  himfelf ;  is  one  of  the  moft  wonderful  events  recorded  in  the 
hiftoric  page.  After  a  juft  and  accurate  account  of  Mahomet, 
and  of  the  power  acquired  by  the  Saracen  empire  through  his 
means,  Mr.  Thomfon  prefents  his  readers  with  a  detail  of  the 
cuftoms,  manners,  and  arts,  of  the  Eaft  to  the  eleventh  cen¬ 
tury.  He  then  treats  of  the  feudal  fyftem,  and  of  the  inftitu- 
tions  of  chivalry,  which  proceeded  from  the  eftablifltment  of 
thtit  fyftem. 

Lecture  the  Fifth.  The  CrufaJ€S\  Con/equences  of  thm  \  Events^ 
Revolutions^  Governments  Legijlutiony  MannerSy  Religions  Religious 
Orders. 

After  a  fuccinft  account  of  the  feven  crufades  that  deluged 
the  earth  with  blood,  Mr.  Thomfon  ftates  the  confequenccs 
that  refulted  from  them.  Their  evil  effects  were  an  acquilition 
of  power  to  the  church,  who  purchafed  large  tra^fts  of  land  from 
the  crufaJers ;  and  an  increafe  of  authority  to  the  monarchs  qf 
the  feveral  nations,  occaiioned  by  ihe.removal  of  the  great  feudal 
barons,  whofe  interference  had  produced  much  difturhance. 
The  benefits  derived  from  the  crufades  were,  a  finer  talle  for 
the  arts  and  fciences ;  a  more  eligible  fyftem  of  manners;  the 
extenfion  of  commerce  by  the  intercourfe  which  the  crufades 
opened  between  the  Eaft  and  Weft;  and  the  eftablifliment  of 
corporations  and  municipal  governments.  This  account  is  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  detail  of  the  quarrels  of  the  Guelphs  and  GibelineSy 
or  the  partizans  of  the  emperors  and  the  popes ;  the  fit  nation  of 
England,  France,  Scotland,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  northern 
kingdoms  of  Europe ;  the  revolutions  each  nation  experienced ; 
the  progrefs  of  civilifation;  and  the  religion  and  laws  eftablilhed 
during  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries.  Some  brief  obfer- 
vations  on  the  Tartars,  and  on  the  character  of  the  victorious 
Gcngifkan,  conclude  lecture  the  fifth. 

Ledlure  the  Sixth.  Revdutions  in  KingdomSy  Governments 
gijtitions  Manner Sy  CuftomSy  Rfligiony  the,  general  Spirit  of  Europe. 
Sciences^  ArtSy  in  the  Fourteenth  and  Fifteenth  Centuries. 

The  revolutions  adverted  to  in  this  lecture  are,  firft,  the  fub- 
verfion  of  the  Greek  empire  by  Mahomet  the  Second,  in  I453> 
after  having  lafted  above  twelve  centuries ;  2d,  the  deftrudtion 

of 
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of  the  powers  of  the  Moors  in  Spain  ;  3d,  the  decreafe  of  the 
papal  authority.  Mr.  Thomfon  next  adverts  to  the  revolutions 
experienced  in  various  governments  in  the  fyftem  of  legiflation, 
in  manners,  in  cuftoms,  and  in  religion,  during  the  fourteenth 
and  fifteenth  centuries.  He  next  points  out  the  proj^refs  made 
in  the  fcicnces,  and  clofes  by  a  concife  account  of  the  vidfories 
of  Tamerlane,  and  their  confequences. 

Ledfure  the  Seventh.  A  general  Vi^w  of  the  Sixteenth  Century. 
Political  Events. — Reformation. — Confequences  of  the  Difeovery  of 
America.  —  Governments.  —  Legiflation.  —  Manneys.  —  Navigation 
and  Commerce. — Sciences.— Bet/es  Lettres. — Fine  Arts. 

The  fix  teen  th  century,  or  the  ftculum  reformatum^  teemed 
with  more  important  events  than  any  former  age.  During  this 
period,  Selim  united  Syria  and  Egypt  to  the  Ottoman  empire, 
and  put  a  period  to  the  reign  of  the  Mammaluks.  His  fon 
Solyman  purfuing  the  fame  mode  of  condudl  as  his  father,  ad¬ 
vanced  as  far  as  Vienna,  was  crowned  king  of  Perfia,  and  made 
Europe  and  Afia  bend  beneath  his  power.  In  Sweden  Gulfavus 
Vafa  releafed  his  country  from  the  Danifli  yoke,  and  rendered 
it  a  great  and  powerful  kingdom.  In  Ruffia^  John  Buzilowitz 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  importance  which  that  empire  now 
holds  in  the  fcale  of  Europe. 

In  Spain,  Germany,  Italy,  and  France,  Charles  the  Fifth  and 
Francis  the  Firft  rendered  their  names  particularly  famous.  In 
England  the  eighth  Henry,  though  a  monfter  of  cruelty,  paved 
the  way  for  the  reformation.  During  the  pontificate  of  Leo 
the  Tenth,  Luther  attacked  the  tenets  of  the  Church  of  Rome, 
and  tore  off  the  bandage  which  had  fo  long  blinded  the  eyes  of 
mankind.  In  this  period  America  was  difeovered,  and  men  ad¬ 
vanced  by  rapid  ftrides  towards  perfection  in  the  arts  and 
fciences.  But  thefe  intellectual  improvements  did  not  produce 
the  confequences  which  might  naturally  have  been  expeCted  to 
refult  from  them.  The  fixteenth  century  arrelled  tiie  progrefs 
of  liberty,  and  the  nations  of  Europe  became  oppreffed  by  the 
moft  abominable  fyltem  of  flavery.  Charles  the  Fifth  and 
Francis  the  Firft,  theiuminaries  of  Europe,  were  defpots,  and 
ufed  their  utmoft  endeavours  to  enflave  their  fubjeCts.  The  firft 
undermined  the  liberties  of  the  Germanic  body;  and  the  fecond, 
by  annihilating'the  rights  of  the  nobility,  completed  the  flavery 
of  France.  Under  the  inhuman  Henry  the  Eighth,  and  the 
bloodthirfty,  bigotted  Mary,  the  Englim  cowardly  and  tamely 
furrendered  their  rights,  and  contented  themfelves.  with  acced¬ 
ing,  both  in  fentiment  and  conduCl,  to  that  moft  infamousof 
all  dodrines,  the  doftrine  of  paflive  obedience  and  non-refift- 
ance.  Switzerland  and  Geneva  were  the  only  fpots  in  Europe 
8  where 
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where  liberty  was  permitted  to  find  reft  for  the  foie  of  her  foot,  H 
Mr.  Thomlbn’s  account  and  obfervations  on  the  events  of  this  ti 
century  are  commendable.  M  fi 

Lecture  the  Eighth.  Religious  SeSis. — Revolutions  in  King-  9  y 
doms.—  Government. —  Legijlaiion^ — Mechanic  Arts. —  Sciences.^  m  ji 
Pbilofoplyy. — BtlUs  Lettres. — Fine  Arts.  B  n 

The  exordium  of  this  lefture  is  occupied  by  an  account  of  B  a 
the  progrefs  of  Lutheranifm  and  Calvinifm,  and  the  doiSlrines  H  c 
of  Baius,  Molina,  and  Arminius.  Mr.  Thomfon  next  pro-  H  c 
ceeds  to  detail  the  revolutions  that  occurred  from  the  middle  of  H  ( 
the  fixteenth  to  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth  century.  In  H 
his  account  of  the  caufes  that  pfoduced  the  republic  of  Holland,  B  i 
he  takes  occafion  obliquely  to  animadvert  in  a  note  on  Mr.  b 
Burke’s  pamphlet.  ‘  The  principles  and  fentiments,’  he  fays,  b  ( 

*  of  a  pamphlet  on  the  revolution  of  a  neighbouring  nation,  »  j 
^  lately  publiilied,  and  its  numerous  admirers,  (hew,  that  thofe  b  ( 
^  who  boaft  of  their  own  liberty,  are  either  ignorant  of  the  rights  B  y 
‘  of  mankind,  or,  from  a  feiiilh  principle,  do  not  wifli  that  other  B  j 

*  nations  Ihould  enjoy  them  to  the  fame  extent  they  do.’  B  f 

The  period  to  which  this  ledlure  relates,  produced  no  bene-  B 

ficial  change  in  the  fyftem  of  legiflation  or  government.  The  B  \ 
arts  and  fciences,  however,  continued  to  flourifh,  and  com-  B.  ] 
merce  deferibed  around  her  a  circle  more  ample  and  extenfive.  b  ] 
Lecture  the  Ninth.  Revolutions. — Governments. — Religions.^  i 

Navigation . — Cc mmerce. — Philofophy. — Sciences . — Morals.— Lite-  B  1 
ratw  e. — Fine  Arts.  B  t 

The  feventeenth  century  produced  the  revolution  in  Portugal  B  1 
which  fevered  that  kingdom  entirely  from  Spain.  The  .court  of  B  ] 
Vienna  loft  all  its  influence,  and  crouched  beneath  the  feet  of  B  i 
France.  England,  by  the  decollation  of  Charles  the  Firft,  was  *  1 
converted  into  a  republic.  On  the  death  of  Cromwell,  how-  ^  I  i 
ever,  the  monarchical  fyftem  was  again  eftablifhed,  and  Charles  I  ] 
the  Second  afeended  the  throne  of  his  anceftors.  Another  re-  ,  I  i 
volution  occurred  after  the  death  of  the  (econd  Charles,  whole 
brother,  on  account  of  an  attempt  to  fubvert  the  eftablifhed  re¬ 
ligion,  was  forced  to  abdicate  the  crown,  w^hich  was  prefented  i  ( 
to  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange,  the  latter  being  the  I 
daughter  of  James  the  Second.  1 

The  fyftem  of  government  and  legiflation  received  no  im-  | 
provement  in  Europe  during  this  period,  except  in  England,  | 
where  the  abdication  of  James  produced  the  celebrated  Bill  of  | 
Rights^  which  preferibed  limits  to  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  ^ 
that  had  not,  till  that  period,  been  properly  afcertained.  The  | 
provifions,  however,  contained  in  this  acl  have,  by  the  venality  '  | 
of  ftatefmen,  and  the  interefted  compliance  of  parliaments,  been  J 
(hamefully  evaded.  ^ 
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The  feventeentii  century  produced  a  variety  of  religious  con- 
troverfies.  Janfenius,  Biftiop  of  Ypres,  attacked  with  great 
fury  the  doftrines  of  Molina,  whofe  difciples  rebutted  the  attack 
with  equal  warmth.  A  long  controverly  enfued,  which  conti¬ 
nued  during  the  life  of  Janfenius,  who  on  his  death-bed  fub- 
mitted  his  tenets  to  the  papal  decifion.  The  Jefuits  immedi¬ 
ately  anathematifed  them  ;  and  the  confequences  of  this  ditterence 
of  opinion  became  at  length  terrible  in  France.  During  this 
century  that  peaceful  feci  called  the  Quakers  was  founded  by 
Ge  orge  Fox,  an  EngliQi  mechanic. 

Commerce  acquired  additional  refourccs,  from  the  improve¬ 
ments  made  in  the  art  of  fliip-building. 

In  philofophv,  Bacon,  Defcartes,  and  Gallileo  furpaflfed  all 
their  cotemporaries.  The  firll  pointed  out  the  road  which  other 
philofophers,  particularly  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  have  purfued  with 
fuch  diftinguiflied  reputation;  the  fecond  extinguifhed  that  ignis 
fatuus  of  philofophy  which  had  mifled  mankind  for  fo  many  ages ; 
and  the  third  unfolded  the  fecrets  of  nature  by  reafoning  from 
fad  and  experiment. 

The  improvement  in  the  fciences  was  equally  rapid.  To 
the  feventeenth  century  belongs  the  honour  of  the  invention  of 
logarithms,  the  geometry  of  imaginary  indivifibles,  the  arith¬ 
metical  machine  of  Pafcal,  the  explanation  of  the  properties  of 
the  cycloids,  the  theory  of  tangents,  the  application  of  alge¬ 
braical  analyfis,  and  the  theory  of  curves.  The  invention  of 
the  telefcope  by  Galileo  placed  the  fyftem  of  Copernicus  oh  a 
folid  foundation,  and  greatly  facilit^ed  the  ftudy  of  astronomy. 
Kepler  acquired  much  reputation  in  the  fcicnce  of  optics  ;  buc 
it  owes  its  prefent  perfection  to  the  immortal  Newton.  In  the 
fcience  of  physic  two  difcoveries  of  infinite  importance  were 
made  by  Hervey  and  Sanctorius ;  the  firft  difcovered  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  the  blood ;  the  fecond,  infenfible  or  imperceptible 
tranfpiration.  In  the  difcuffion  of  morals  Hobbes  and  Har¬ 
rington  acquired  much  reputation.  In  difquifitions  on  the 
Rights  of  man,  Milton,  Grotius,  PulFendorf,  and  Locke, 
dillinguiflied  themfelves.  History  began  now  to  afi'ume  a 
more  ufeful  and  more  poliihed  form,  and  to  ftrip  herfelf  of  that 
veil  which  (he  had  received  from  luperftition,  defpotifin,  and 
prieltcraft.  In  literature  this  century  produced  men  of  dif- 
tinguilhed  reputation  —  Waller,  Cowley,  Ben  Jonfon,  and 
Dryden,  in  England;  Cervantes  and  Lopez  de  Vega,  in  Spain  ; 
Richlicu,  Balfac,  Voclure,  St  Evremond,  Corneille,  and  Ra¬ 
cine,  in  France;  Guido,  Albano,  Salvator  Rofa,  Rubens, 
Vandyke,  Rembrandt,  Du  Frefnoy,  Mignard,  Boardun,  Le 
Brun,  Le  Sueur,  PouiHn,  Inigo  Jones,  and  Sir  C.  Wren,  ex¬ 
celled  in  the  fine  arts. 


We 


48  Memorial  relative  to  the  hwentiorty 

We  have  thus  completed  our  review  of  the  contents  of  Mr. 
Thomfon^s  production.  After  beftowing  on  it  that  degree  of 
applaufe  which,  on  account  of  the  great  fund  of  information  it 
contains,  it  has  a  right  to  claim  from  us,  we  muft  point  out 
fome  defects.  The  'language  is  flovenly,  and  that  of  tranfla- 
tion.  If  the  performance  is  a  tranflation,  which  we  have  fome 
reafons  for  fufpeCling,  Mr.  Thomfon  fhould  have  referred  us  to 
the  original.  The  different  centuries  are  not  marked  with  fuffi* 
cient  precifion ;  nor  are  the  great  revolutions  and  extraordinary 
events  diftinguifhed  by  dates  ;  an  unpardonable  omiflion. 

The  author  has  conceived  the  idea  of  an  important  work,  but 
is  deficient  in  powers  for  its  execution.  He  has,  however, 
tranferibed  freely  from  Hume  and  other  authors,  and  endeavours 
to  make  up  by  induftry  what  he  wants  in  genius.  With  all  its 
deficiencies  and  queftionable  originality,  it  may  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  youth  with  advantage,  as  an  elementary  work.  But 
performances  more  'diftinguiihed,  and  of  better  authority,  muft 
be  ftudied  by  men  of  riper  years,  if  improvement,  information, 
and  inftruCIion,  are  required. 


Art.  XV.  Memorial  relative  to  the  Invention  of  a  new  Method 
of  Bleaching ;  jhewing  the  jlbfurdity  of  any  Pretenfions  to  ^n  ex- 
clufive  Privilege  for  uftng  it  in  the  Paper  Manufacture,  pp.  46. 
8vo.  Edinburgh  :  printed  for  William  Smellie.  No  Price. 

iN  the  year  1774  the  celebrated  Scheele  difeovered,  that  the 
*  marine  acid,  diftilled  with  manganefe,  underwent  a  remark- 
able  change,  and  acquired  the  property  of  difeharging,  almoft  in- 
ftantly,  the  colours  of  vegetable  fubftances,  without  deftroying  or 
weakening  their  texture.  This  curious  faCf,  which  is  probably 
deftined  to  produce  a  mighty  improvement,  or  even  a  total  re¬ 
volution,  in  many  of  the  moft  ufeful  arts  of  life,  feems  for  fome 
time  thereafter  to  have  attraCfed  little  notice.  It  was  the  ingenious 
M.  Berthollet,  whofe  refearches  have  fo  much  extended  the 
bounds  of  chemical  fcience,  that  firft  recalled  the  attention  of 
the  public,  and  explained  the  practical  application  of  the  oxy¬ 
genated  marine  acid  to  bleaching.  His  diflertations  on  this  im¬ 
portant  fubjeit  appeared  in  the  Philofophical  Journals  for  1785 
and  1786.  But  to  render  his  views  more  generally  ufeful,  he 
was  at  pains  to  compofe  a  popular  treatife  in  1789,  in  whicii  he 
lays  atide  all  theoretic  difeuflion,  and  endeavours  to  convey 
fimple  and  full  inftriidlion  to  the  manufafturer.  An  abftradt  of 
his  labours  was  inferted  in  the  Annales  de  Chimie  for  the  fame 
year.  The  new  method  of  bleaching  was  already  begUn  to  be 
generally  known  s  it  was  tried  with  fuccefs  in  the  north  of 
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Ireland,  and  at  Glafgow;  and  the  philofophic  Mr.  Cooper 
erected  a  work  for  the  exprefs  purpofe,  within  a  few  miles  of 
Manchefter.  An  Englifh  tranflation  of  Berthollet’s  eflay  was 
publifhed  at  Edinburgh  in  May  1790,  by  the  author  of  this  mc- 
morial.  In  lefs  than  a  year  the  whole  edition  was  exhaul^ed  ; 
for  befides  its  rapid  fale  in  Great  Britain,  it  was  diflriluted 
gratis  among  the  bleachers  in  Scotland,  by  the  Board  of  Trullces  ; 
and  among  thofe  in  Ireland,  by  the  Linen  Board.  To  tliis  and 
the  fubfequent  edition  the  tranflator  fubjoineJ  an  account  c( 
fome  experiments  .  of  M.  Chaptal,  profefTor  of  chemiftry  at 
Montpellier,  pointing  out  the  utility  of  applying  the  oxygenated 
marine  acid  to  whiten  the  coarfe  rags  ufed  by  paper-makers. 
At  the  fame  time  the  tranflator  offered  to  feme  of  the  paper- 
makers  about  Edinburgh,  to  fuperintend  the  trial  at  their  mills, 
provided  they  would  defray  the  necellary  expence.  They  re- 
liflied  the  propofal,  but,  from  irrefolution  and  various  difap- 
pointments,  it  was  late  in  being. put  in  execution. 

After  this  candid  ftatement  of  the  matter,  which  we  have 
given  partly  from  our  ingenious  memorialift^  and  partly  from 
our  own  information,  every  perfon  muff  be  filled  with  furprife 
and  indignation  to  fee  peifons  ftep  forward  and  claim  the  exdu^ 
frue  privilege  of  a  difeoVery  to  which  they  have  not  thi  fmalleit:  ’ 
title.  In  the  fpecification'of  the  patent  of  Meffrs.  Cle.nent  and 
George  Taylors,  of  Maidftone,  in  Kent,  recorded  on  the  27th 
of  July,  1792,  in  the  Chancery  of  Scotland,  they  have  the 
effrontery  to  fay,  that  having,  by  ‘  means  of  great  ftudy,  and 
‘  much  expence,  difeover^  a  new  method  of  decompofing  an  I* 
‘  removing  all  forts  of  colours  in  linens  and  cottons,  and  for 
‘  whitening  all  other  kinds  of  linens  and  cottons,  in  different 
‘  ftages  of  the  paper  manufatSlure;’ — and  immediately  after  they  • 
declare  themfelves  ‘  to  be  the  jirjl  and  true  inV'.ntors  of  the  fame, 

‘  which  hns  tuver  beeji  pradifed  by  any  other  perfon  or  perfons  what^ 

^  foevery  as  they  really  believe  and  underftand.’ 

The  patentees  feem  to  have  copied  almoft  exactly  the  procefs 
deferibed  by  Berthollct  for  preparing  the  bleaching  liquor.  Thus 
the  ingredients  to  be  put  into  the  retort  are  ftated  as  follows ; 


Manganefe 
Sea  fait 

Oil  of  vitriol  - 
Water 


Bcrthollet. 

6 

16 

12 

.  8 


Taylors, 

8 

16 


1  —  V.  —  Vf 

^  The  differences  are  quite  immaterial ;  for  the  manganefe  i 
t)f  a  variable  quality,  and  the  proportion  of  water  is,  in  a  gre^ 
meafure,  arbitrary.  The  quantity  of  water  expofed  in  the  re 
^  ceiver  to  receive  the  acid  vapour,  is  only  half  as  much  as  i 
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Bcrthollct’s  procefs;  but  the  patentees  dirc£l  the  liquor  to  be  I 
afterwards  diluted.  Thefe  gentlemen  have  alfo  pitched  on  a  J 
veffel,  in  which  the  rags  are  to  be  fubmitted^to  the  action  of 
the  bleaching  liquor  ;  aad  this  is  nothing  elfe  than  a  large  barrel  :  1 
churn,  filled  with  rows  of  wooden  pegs.  We  recollect  to  have 
feen  the  defeription  of  a  fimilar  vcflel  by  M.  Berih®llet.  'J  he  S 
patentees  recommend  the  ufc  of  alkaline  ley  in  one  llage  of  the  j  1 
procefs  ;  an  application  which  has  long  been  well  known. 

"^rhe  Mevior  ia\  of  which  we  have  given  the  above  extrait, 
was  drawn  up  in  confequcnce  of  a  meeting  of  the  paper-makers  1 
about  Edinburgh,  to  confult  how  they  might  defeat  this  ihame-  i 
ful  patent.  'I'hough  it  was  not  intended  tor  publication  it  is 
clear  and  nervous,  and  contains  fome  ftrokes  of  humour.  'Ehe 
counfel  confulted  on  this  occafion  gave  their  opinion  decidedly  |  ’ 
againlt  the  validity  of  the  patent.  Experiments  were  made  lalt 
autumn  on  the  whitening  of  rags,  and  fucceeded  admirably,  j 
though  with  a  very  imperfeif  apparatus.  The  memorial  is  | 
printed  on  the  paper  made  from  thefe,  and  the  appendix  is  printed  : 
on  paper  manufactured  from  rags  that  had  not  undergone  the  J 
oxygenating  procefs.  The  contraft  is  ftriking. 

'I'he  patentees  have  lately  offered  to  communicate  their  ex- 
cl ifive  privilege  at  the  price  of  ^ooL  per  annum  for  each  vat;  i 
which  in  Great-Britain,  fuppofing  one  half  the  vats  to  comply  j 
with  their  terms,  would  amount  to  the  handfome  premium  of  ^ 
267,500/.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  paper-manufadlurers  ' 
throughout  the  kingdom  will  refill  a  monopoly  fb  mean  and  fb  ? 
flagrant. 


Art.  XVI.  Poems,  By  G.  Dyer^  B.  A,  late  of  Emanuel- 
College^  Cambridge.  pp.  54.  4to.  3s.  fewed.  Joh'nfon. 

London,  1792. 

^T^HESE  verfes  are  introduced  to  the  reader’s  attention  by  a 
preface  very  carelefsly  written  ;  in  which  we  are  told  ‘  that 
‘  Spenfer,  Milton,  and  Gray,  have  materially  offended  againll 
‘  the  laws  of  propriety;’  that  ‘  the  poems  before  us,  in  which 
‘  the  author  fees  imperfe£lions,  but  has  no  time  to  corredl  them, 
‘  muff  take  their  chance  with  the  public;’  and  that  ‘  his  not 
‘  tranflating,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Engliffi  reader,  his  Greek  and 
‘  Latin  mottos  and  quotations,  proceeded  from  forgetfulnefs.’ 

Negligent  and  ill-judged  as  this  preface  unqueftionably  is,  m’C 
fcruple  not  to  pronounce  it,  in  point  of  compofition,  far  fuperior  to 
the  centos  of  which  it  is  intended  as  the  harbinger.  Centos  they  li¬ 
terally  are.  Not  one  original  thought  occurs  through  the  whole ; 
and,  what  is  worfe,  the  thoughts  'of  Milton,  and  Thomfon,  and 
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Gray,  and  Collins,  are  wretchedly  mutilated  and  diftorted.  In  the 
ftanzas  to  Liberty^  indeed,  Mr.  Dyer  founds  a. bolder  note:  but 
wc  wifli  he  had  confined  himfclf,  as  in  the  preceding  od^i  (for 
fuch  he  hath  entitled  them)  to  the  poets  of  his  youth.  In  the 
paths  of  libert}^  Fhomfon,  in  particular,  is  confidcred  as  no 
mean  guide.  Mr.  Dyer’s  high  fpirit,  however,  foars  above  the 
timid  cautioufnels  of  a  Thomfon.  Attuning  his  ui-iru  harp  in 
praife  of  Jebb,  and  Price,  and  Lindfey,  and  Prieftley,  and  Woll- 
ftonecrafe,  and  Paine,  he  kindles  into  frenzy  at  the  view  of 
proud  democracies ! 

‘  Or  doft  thou,  fweet  enthnfiafl:,  choofe  to  warm 
With  more  than  manly  fire  the  female  breaft  ? 

And  urge  thy  Wolllhnec*'aft  to  break  the  charm. 

Where  beauty  lies  in  durance  vile  eppreft? 

'♦  Or  doft  thou  from  Columbus*  blifsful  plains 

Invite  thy  Paine  to  roufe  the  languid  hearts 
Of  Albion’s  fons,  and  throiigh'their  feeble  veins' 

Dart  the  eleclric  fire,  which  quick  imparts 
Paftions  which  make  them  -wonder  ^hi'e  they  feel? 

Aufpicious  queen !  ftid  Jhi-w  thy  beauteous  face^ 

Till  Britons  kindle  into  rapture! 

But  (hould’ft  thou  fcorn,  at  length,  Britannia’s  ifle. 

Then  would  1  pafs  with  Penn  the  dangVous  fea ; 

Yes  !  I  would  hallen  to  fome  happier  foil, 

I  Where  tyrants  fuley  no  Jlaves  obey  ! 

«»#**«« 

I  Britons  no  more  the.  mufe’s  praife  (hall  (hare, 

I  Tyrants  abroad,  and  miscre an ts  at  home  I 

I  *  «  «  #  *  «  * 

I  On  Gallia’s  plains  ftill  linger  with  delight ; 

I  Oh  1  aid  their  counfels,  and  their  battles  fight.^ 


Ohe  !  jam  fatis  eft! — The  political  merit  of  the  lines  before  us 
it  is  not  for  Reviewers  to  determine  ;  but  there  is  another  tribunal 
to  whofe  judgment  we  recommend  them — unlefs  wc  confign 
the  odes  to  the  vale  pf  oblivion  ;  to  \vhich,  indeed,  bad  poetry 
isno  fooner  ftruck  into  exigence,  than  it  immediately  gravi¬ 
tates.  Thither,  then  (whilft  their  author  is  welcome  to  ‘  pafs 
'  with  Penn  the  dangerous  fea’),  we  heartily  wifli  them  a  quiet 
arrival;  and  there  (to  pafs  fentcnce  in  the  bard’s  own  words), 
‘  for  ever  fleep,  falje^  feeble  lyre !’ 
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Bcrthollet's  proccfs;  but  the  patentees  dirc(Ji  the  liquoi^  to  be 
afterwards  diluted.  Thefe  gentlemen  have  alfo  pitched  on  a 
vcffel,  in  which  the  rags  arc  to  be  fubmitled  to  the  adtion  of 
the  bleaching  liquor  i  and  this  is  nothing  elfe  than  a  large  barrel 
churn,  filled  with  rows  of  wooden  p^gs.  We  rccolledf  to  have 
icen  the  dcfcription  of  a  fimilar  veflel  by  M.  Bcrihellet.  1  he 
p  lentces  recommend  the  ufe  of  alkaline  ley  in  one  ftage  of  the 
procefs  ;  an  application  which  has  long  been  well  known. 

'I'he  of  which  we  have  given  the  above  extradf, 

was  diawn  up  in  confequence  of  a  meeting  of  the  paper-makers 
about  Edinburgh,  to  confult  how  they  might  defeat  this  (hame- 
ful  patent.  T  hough  it  w'as  not  intended  for  publication  it  is 
clear  and  nervous,  and  contains  fome  llrbkes  of  humour.  The 
counfcl  confulted  on  this  occafion  gave  their  opinion  decidedly 
againlt  the  validity  of  the  patent.  Experiments  were  made  laif 
autumn  on  the  whitening  of  rags,  and  fucceeded  admirably, 
though  with  a  very  imperfect  apparatus.  The  memorial  is 
printed  on  the  paper  made  from  thefe,  and  the  appendix  is  printed 
on  paper  manufactured  from  rags  that  had  not  undergone  the 
oxygenating  procefs.  The  contraft  is  ftriking. 

The  patentees  have  lately  offered  to  communicate  their  ex* 
clifive  privilege  at  the  price  of  500/.  ^er  annum  for  each  vat; 
which  in  Great-Britain,  fuppofing  one  half  the  vats  to  comply 
with  their  terms,  would  amount  to  the  handfome  premium  of 
267,500/.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  paper-manufadfurers 
throughout  the  kingdom  rcfiff  a  monopoly  fo  mean  and  fo 
flagrant. 

Art.  XVI.  Poemr,  By  G.  Dyer^  B.  A,  lciU*of  Emanuel- 
•  College^  Cambridge,  pp.  54.  4to.  3s.  fewed.  Johnfon. 

London,  1792. 

T^HESE  verfes  are  introduced  to  the  reader’s  attention  by  a 
preface  very  carclcfsly  written  ;  in  which  we  are  told  ‘  that 
‘  Spenfer,  Milton,  and  Gray,  have  materially  offended  againft 
‘  the  laws  of  propriety  ;*  that  ‘  the  poems  before  us,  in  which 
‘  the  author  fees  impertcclion5,.but  has  no  time  to  corrcdl  them, 
‘  muft  take  their  chance  W’lth 'the  public;*  and  tliat  ‘  his  not 
‘  tranflating,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Englifli  reader,  his  Greek  and 
‘  Latin  mottos  and  quotations,  proceeded  from  forgetfulnel's.* 

Negligent  and  ill-judged  as  this  preface  unqucftionably  is,  we 
fcruple  not  to  pronounce  it,  in  point  of  compofitlon,  far  fuperior  to 
the  centos  of  which  it  is  intended  as  the  harbinger.  Centos  they  li¬ 
terally  arc.  Not  one  original  thought  occurs  through  the  whole ; 
2nd,  what  is  worfc,  the  thoughts  of  Milton>  and  Thomfon,  and 
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Gray,  and  Collins,  are  wretchedly  mutilated  and  diftorted.  In  the 
ftanzas  to  Lihertyy  indeed,  Mr.  Dyer  founds  a  bolder  note:  but 
we  wilh  he  had  confined  himfelf,  as  in  the  preceding  odes  (for 
fuch  he  hath  entitled  them)  to  the  poets  of  his  youth.  In  the 
paths  of.  'I'homfon,  in  particular,  is  confidcred  as  no 

mean  guide.  Mr.  Dyer’s  high  fpirit,  however,  foars  above  the 
timid  cautioufnefs  of  a  Thomfon.  Attuning  his  ea~iia  harp  in 
praife  of  jebb,  and  Price,  and  Lindfey,  and  Prieftlcy,  and  VVoll- 
ftonccraft,  and  Paine,  he  kindles  into  frenzy  at  the  view  of 
proud  democracies ! 

‘  Or  dod  thou,  fweet  enthufiaft,  choofc  to  warm 
With  more  than  manly  fire  tlic  female  breaft? 

And  urge  thy  IVollilcnecraft  to  break  the  charm. 

Where  beauty  lies  in  durance  vile  oppreA? 

Or  doA  thou  from  Columbus*  blifsful  plains 
Invite  thy  Paine  to  roufe  the  languid  hearts 

Of  Albion’s  fons,  and  through  their  feeble  veins 
Dart  the  cleflric  fire,  which  quick  imparts 
’  Paffions  which  make  them  'wonJer  ^hVe  they  fee!? 

Aufpicious  queen !  fi’l  Jhsvj  thy  beauteous  facet 

Till  baiTONS  kindle  into  rapture! 

But  fliouId'A  thou  fcom,  at  length,  Britannia’s  iAe, 

Then  would  1  pafs  with  Penn  the  dangerous  fea ; 

Yes  !  1  would  haAen  to  fome  happier  foil, 

.  Where  tyrants  riuV,  t.»  faves  obey  ! 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Britons  no  more  the  mufe’s  praife  Aiall  fliare. 

Tyrants  abroad,  and  miscrean ts  at  home  ! 

•  •  •  .  »  •  •  • 

On  Gallia’s  plains  Aill  linger  with  delight ; 

Oh !  aid  their  counfels,  and  their  battles  fight.’ 

Ohe!  jam  fatis  ejl! — The  political  merit  of  the  lines  before  us 
it  is  not  for  Reviewers  to  determine ;  but  there  is  another  tribunal 
to  whofe  judgment  we  recommend  them — unlcfs  wc  configii 
the  odes  to  the  vale  of  oblivion  ;  to  which,  indeed,  bad  poetry 
is  no  fooner  ftruck  into  exiftence,  than  it  immediately  gravi¬ 
tates.  Thither,  then  (whilft  their  author  is  welcome  to  ‘  pafs 
‘  with  Penn  the  dang’rous  fea*),  we  heartily  wifti  them  a  quiet 
arrival ;  and  there  (to  pafs  fentence  in  the  bard's  own  words), 

‘  for  ever  fleep,  falfe^  feeble  lyre  1* 
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Art.  XVII.  A  Fortnight's  Ramh!e  to  the  Lakes  in  JVeJimorelani^ 
Lancajhire^  and  Cumberland*  By  a  Rambler,  pp.  267.  8vo. 
59.  boards.  Hooicham  and  Carpenter.  London,  1792. 

This  rambler  feems  to  poflefs  more  good  humour  than  ge¬ 
nius.  His  are  ‘  rapid  glances  i*  but  th?y  are  not  the 
glances  of  an  ‘  eye  rolling  in  fine  frenzy.*  We  have,  here  and 
there,  a  pleafing  (ketch ;  but  it  is  not  by  the  hand  of  a  matter. 

It  is  what  the  author  would  call  Dutch  painting ;  we  (bould  ra¬ 
ther  term  it,  coarfe,  vulnr  daubing.  In  chapter  firtt,  entitled, 

‘  A  flight  Touch  of  a  Margate  Hoy,  not  to  be  read  before 
‘  breakfatt,  except  you  have  been  in  a  Gale  of  Wind  at  Sea,* 
we  arc  introduced  to  a  young  lady  and  an  old  fat  man  : 

•  An  old  fat  man,  wedged  in  a  two-armed  chair,  was  confoling 
and  envying  her.  •  That’s  nice,  Mifs — it  comes  up  finely — Oh !  it 
would  do  me  rare  good' — ^That’s  bravely  done,  Mils — I  thought 
1  obferved,  in  the  roidft  of  pity  and  exclamations,  he  only 
wanted  inducements  to  make  himfelf  feki  and,  in  confirmation  of 
my  furmife,  he  pulled  a  bottle  of  chamomile  tea  out  of  his  pocket, 
and  fwigged  heartily ;  but,  with  all  his  provocatives,  he  was  but  re¬ 
warded  with  fome  loud  bickufs^  and  a  copious  perfpiration,  to  guard 
againft  the  ill  effefts  of  which,  he  put  one  handkerchief  under  his 
wig,  and  m»Hed  his  face  and  hands  with  another.  Mi/s  went  on  ' 
bravely,  and  1  once  heard  unt  eehappi  from  the  perpendicular  extremity 
of  the  mouth.  As  for  the  old  gentlenun,  he  ttuck  clofe  to  his  feat, 
and  complained  mod  bitterly  that  he  could  not  be  fick« 

*  The  Queen  of  Patterdale. 

*  I  drew  my  chair  towards  her,  and  called  for  fome  gin.  Although 
it  was  a  favourite  liquor,  (he  would  not  tatte  it,  but  faid,  *  I  want 
fome  ale  to  feed  my  ttomach,  which  proves  it  muft  be  very  nourifliing, 
and  that  the  dregSy  as  one  of  our  old  poets  calls  them,  turns  to  food. 

‘  They  drink  it  thick,  and  p—  it  wondrous  thin  ; 

What  ftores  of  d^egs  muft  ne^s  remain  within. 

She  loudly  complained,  <  that  damned  b -  Branfcal  had  put  a 

^ider  in  my  ale,  and  I  could  not  drink  it,  and  be  damned  to  her.’— • 
The  queen  made  fo  many  attacks  upon  her  bottle  (he  became  more 
noifv,  and  furore  (he  had  been  drunk  for  two  days ;  and  as  for  going 
to  church,  *  I  have  not  been  in  one  for  feven  years.* — ‘  Oh  yes,  Ma- 
dmn  (faid  the  landlady^,  you  know  you  was,  when  you  fmtked  your 
pipe  in  church.* — *  Oh !  damn  it,  I  rccoUeft  that ;  he  was  preaching 
how  we  (hould  not  only  forgive  a  brother  feven  times,  but  feveniy 
times  feven.’ — After  tstxy  replenifti,  (he  increafed  in  noife,  and  I 
expefled  we  (hould  have  (cen  a  more  faline  lake  than  that  of  Ullf- 
water.’—*  She  (aid  and  fung  fuch  droll  things,  my  tea  burft  through 
my  nofc>  and  alinoft  choaked  me,* 

T'hus, 
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Thus,  gentle  reader,  we  have  given  thee  a  fmack  of  the 
Rambler.  Doft  thou  not  lick  tl^  lips?~—h\st  vulgarity  is 
catching. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  are  prelented  with  a  few  picEIurcfque 
outlines,  fomething  in  the  manner  of  Keate  : 

*  Grassmbrb,  &c. 

•  Graflinerc  is  named  from  a  green  rumf-Jhafed  ifland,  on  which 
there  are  many  (heep,  an  outhoufe  for  (belter,  and  occafionally  a 
couple  of  cows.  This  verdant  fpo:  is  four  acres  and  an  half  in  cir¬ 
cumference,  with  a  low  (helter  of  trees  to  the  fouih-weft.  The  dif- 
tance  between  Seat-Sandal  and  the  oppofite  mountain,  exhibits  a 
grand  canopy  ;  and  in  the  valley,  or  the  Grain,  the  road  to  Kcfwick 
runs.  This  fpace  is  rendered  m  ore  folemn  by  dark  clouds  tumbling 
Into  the  valley ;  yet  the  fun  piercing  over  them,  (Itews  a  diilant  alp 
tinged  with  watery  b«‘auty.  On  approaching  the  caftern  entrance, 
we  obferve  two  farm-houfes,  which  for  three  months  neyer  feel  the 
fun :  the  fleeple,  and  what  I  can  fee  of  the  church,  einbor)med  in 
trees,  are  delightfully  pidturefque.  May  the  God  of  heaven  blefs  the 
inhabitants  that  perform  their  prayers  on  its  rough  oak  benches! 

*  Sally  of  Buttermere. 

*  Her  mother  and  (he  were  fpinning  woollen  yarn  in  the  back- 
kitchen.  On  our  going  into  it  the  girl  flew  away  as  fwift  as  a  moun- 
tain-fheep,  and  it  was  not  till  our  return  from  Scale- Force,  that  we 
could  fay  we  firft  faw  her.  She  brought  in  part  of  our  dinner,  and 
feemed  to  be  about  fifteen.  Her  hair  was  thick  and  long,  of  a  dark 
brown,  and,  though  unadorned  with  ringlets,  did  not  feem  to  want 
them.  Her  face  was  a  fine  contour,  with  full  eyes,  and  lips  as  red  as 
vermilion ;  her  cheeks  had  more  of  the  lily  than  the  role ;  and,  al¬ 
though  (he  had  never  been  out  of  the  village  (and  I  hope  will  have 
no  ambition  to  wifh  it),  (he  had  a  manner  about  her  which  Teemed 
better  calculated  to  fet  off  drefs,  than  drefs  her.— Ye  travellers  of  the 
Lakes,  if  you  viiit  this  obfeure  place,  fuch  you  will  hnd  the  fair  Sa/Ij 
of  EiUttrmtred 

Among  his  profc,  the  author  has  fcattered  fome  poetry, 
which,  he  Teems  to  think,  muft  pleafe  by  its  fimplicity.  ‘  The 
‘  reader  will  be  difappointed,*  fays  he,  ‘  if  he  exj)Ccts  any  of 
‘  the  finc-fpun  thoughts  of  fafhionable  poetry ;  they  arc  plain 
‘  verfes.*  True;  they  arc  plain  verfes :  e.  g. 

•  Again  we  toll’d — a  deep  afeent 
Made  me  with  parched  tongue  repent 
1  had  not  dar’d  to  try. 

•  ♦••••• 

Beneath  our  feet  upon  a  hill. 

We  faw  the  parent  of  a  Gill. 

»#••••• 
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Or  if  on  airy  wing  you  Ay, 

Attend  the  c/eavi^g,  thirfty  iigh.* 

It  woul4  be  unjuft  to  charge  our  author  with  a  want  of  ori¬ 
ginality;  for  who  ever  heard  before  of  ‘  a  cleaving  fight  Yet 
in  feveral  of  thefe  ftanzas  there  is  a  flowing  cafe  worth  all  the 
laboured  nothings  of  Della  Crufea: 

*  Eager  I  drew  the  cooling  ftream, 

And  all  fatigue  was  gone — a  dream !  • 

*  Hclvellyn’s  praiTq  to  fing  : 

Thy  carpet  was  the  livelieli  green,, 

Thy  llieep  the  fwifteft'  1  have  feen. 

All  owing  to  thy  fpring.* 

After  all,  we  cannot  but  conceive  this  ‘  Fortnight’s  Ramble* 
to  be  unfit  for  the  public  eye.  It  is  an  unfinilhed  performance— 
every  where  inaccurate  ;  replete  with  grammatical  errors*  For 
the  defeription,  it  is,  in  general,  fuperficial ;  and  with  refped 
to  the  ftyle  and  manner,  we  are  forry  to  obferve,  that  the 
writer  hath  miftaken  flippancy  for  eafe,  ’  and  pertnefs  for 
livelinefs. 


Art.  XV Hi.  The  Hijiory  of  Rome,  from  the  Foundation  of  the 
City  by  Romulus,  to  the  Death  of  Marcus  Antoninus,  hy  the 
Author  of  the  HiJlory  of  France,  pp.  1460.  8vo.  3  vols.  18s. 
boards.  Cadell.  London,  1792.. 

Roman  hiftory  was  the  ftudy  of  our  youthful  years, 
and  Lid  faft  hold  of  our  imagination,  which  it  ft  ill  retains. 
Whenever  we  turn  to  it,  we  feel  that  peculiar  attachment 
which  is  annexed  to  the  purfuits  of  the  morning  of  life  ;  and  we 
are  fcnhble  of  a  kind  of  veneration  produced  by  conne<fting  the 
perufal  of  it  with  the  awe  which  was  infpired  by  the  fovereign 
authority  of  our  preceptor.  Hence  different  fenfations  are  cx- 
'cited  in  the  mind  from  thofe  that  arc  produced  by  the  annals  of 
any  modern  nation ;  and  we  retun  a  diftinguiflhtng  partiality 
for  it  to  our  lateft  days.  Bur,  independent  of  thefe  circum- 
ftanccs,  the  Roman  hiftory  lays  an  irrefiftible  claim  to  our  at¬ 
tention  from  its  own  intrinfic  importance.  It  prefents  us  with 
a  complete  whole,  analogous  to  the  different  ftages  of  human 
lite ;  we  are  introduced  to  a  fight  of  Rome  in  its  hclplefs  in¬ 
fancy  ;  we  arc  called  to  attend  it  from  childhood  to  youth  ;  we 
follow  it  from  youth  to  manhood ;  and  after  feeing  it  retain  for 
a  long  fpace  of  time  unequalled  vigour  and  ftrength,  we  at  laft 
difeover  grey  hairs  coming  upon  it,  and  furvey  its  gradual  de¬ 
cline,  till  in  extreme  old  a^e  we  behold  it  clofc  its  eyes  in  death, 
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and  finic  Into  the  grave.  While  we  meditate  on  the  mournful 
fate  of  imperial  Rome,  from  its  aQies  (pardon  the  digrc.Tion) 
we  fee  with  aftonifhment  a  fecond  phoenix  arifc,  which,  like  the 
former,  advanced  to  maturity  by  How  degrees;  which,  while  in 
its  vigour,  fhoolc  the  world  with  its  fpiritual  thunders,  bot  is 
now,  to  the  grief  of  fome,  and  the  joy  of  otliers,  in  the  very  lail 
ftage  of  declining  years,”  and  manifeiis  all  the  fymptoms  of  ap¬ 
proaching  death. 

In  regard  to  thofc  qualities  which  give  pre-eminence  to  this 
fpccics  of  writing,  the  hiftory  of  Rome  ftands  almoH  unrivalled. 
There  is  no  hiftory  which  fo  much  fills  and  aftonifties  the  mind 
with  the  magnitude  of  events ;  no  hiftory,  either  ancient  or 
modern,  preients  us  with  fo  many  inftances  of  digjiity  of  cha- 
radfer,  and  greatnefs  of  foul.  No  other  hiftory  difclofes,  in  a 
more  ftriking  light,  the  utmoft  ftrength  of  human  paffions,  and 
all  the  energy  of  the  moft  powerful  principles  of  adtion.  Am¬ 
bition  and  the  love  of  glory  here  meet  our  eves  in  the  moft  gi¬ 
gantic  forms:  contempt  of  danger,  and  the  amor  pairia  (the 
French  would  call  it  dvifm)^  fhinc  forth  in  the  utmoft  fplendour. 
All  the  virtues  of  the  private  citizen  in  times  of  peace,  and  the 
more  iinpofing  qualities  of  the  public  charaebtT,  arrayed  in  the 
infignia  of  office  in  the  city,  or  decorated  with  the  fhining  ho¬ 
nours  of  a  military  command  amidft  the  feverer  duties  of  the 
camp,  and  the  noife  of  war,  ftand  ftrongly  marked  before  our 
wondering  eyes  in  numerous  examples.  Here  too  we  meet 
with  remarkable  changes  In  the  form  of  the  government,  which 
give  us  an  opportunity  of  contemplating  man  in  different  points 
of  view,  and  enable  us  to  judge  how  far  he  is  the  creature  of 
fituatiun  and  circumftances,  and  receives  his  peculiar  caft  of 
talents  and  charadfer  from  the  mode  and  order  of  civil  fociety. 
The  kingdom  which  Romulus  founded,  after  feven  reigns,  is 
transformed  into  a  republic,  and  the  iceptred  monarchs  give 
place  to  annual  confuls.  After  the  revolution  of  many  ages,, we 
fee  the  republic  changed  into  an  empire,  and,  inftead  of  the 
fhort- lived  and  delegated  power  of  confuls  and  tribunes,  the 
Cefars,  clothed  in  imperial  purple,  claim  the  people  as  an  in¬ 
heritance,  and  tranfmit  mighty  Rome,  with  all  her  dep)cndent 
provinces,  as  a  paternal  eftate,  or  inheritance,  to  their  fons,  or 
to  their  favourites,  without  controul.  In  fhort,  as  hiftory  me¬ 
rits  the  encomium  of  Cicero,  HiJJoria  v/ro  teji'u  ternporuniy  lux 
veriiatisy  vita  m/moriay  magijira  viteCy  nuncia  vetuftatiSy  W’c  may 
juftly  affert,  that  no  hiftory  can  claim  it  in  a  higher  degree  than 
that  of  his  country.  Every  leffon  for  the  direction  ot  private 
life,  and  the  regulation  of  public  conduct,  is  here  taugiit  in  the 
plaintft  and  moft  forcible  manner. 
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Whil€  wc  lament  the  ravages  of  tii.  c,  of  Gothic  barbarlfm, 
and  of  monlciih  ignorance,  there  is  ftill  caufe  of  gratitude 
that  fo  many  of  the  ancient  Roman  hidorians  have  efcaped,  and 
fo  many  works  of  literature  that  throw  light  upon  their  hiftory. 
Learned  moJcrns  have  made  the  bed  ufe  of  thefc  precious  relics, 
and  have  prcfcntcd  them  to  the  world  under  different  forms. 
Sonic  rave  compreiTed  the  general  outlines  of  the  moft  remark¬ 
able  events  Hiio  brief  abilra^ts  and  epitomes  j  while  others,  tak¬ 
ing  a  wid-T  and  more  extenlivr  range,  have  compofed  volumi¬ 
nous  worics,  and  end-avoured,  by  a  judicious  arrangement,  to 
bring  every  thing  valuable  and  important  into  view.  Among 
this  number,  Rollin,  our  countryman  Hooke,  Fergufon,  and 
Gibbon,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  hiitoiy,  huld  a  diffinguiffied 
rank. 

'i  ne  work  before  us  holds  a  middle  place  between  thefe,  and 
bids  fair  for  being  exceedingly  ufcful.  All  have  not  leifure  to 
pciufc  Hooke ;  and  an  epitome,  as  Goldfmith’s,  though  Well 
executed,  i'  fn  brief  as  to  prefent  bttle  more  than  the  mere 
Ikclctoii  ( t  mllory.  An  intermediate  work,  therefore,  like  this, 
is  verv  defirable.  It  is  calculated  to  extend  the  knowledge  of 
thofe  who  have  only  read  abridgments  j  and  it  will  refrefli  the 
memory  of  thofe  who  have  perufed  the  larger  Roman  hiffories 
of  ancient  and  modern  times.  It  poflefles  the  happy  medium, 
that  it  is  large  enough  to  contain  the  chief  parts  of  hiffory  with 
fome  degree  of  colouring,  and  not  fo  full  as  to  be  tedious. 
Concerninc;  its  extent  and  fources,  the  author  thus  expreffes 
himfelf : 

‘  The  prefent  performance  is  continued  from  the  foundation  of 
Rome,  iliroogh  nine  centuries,  to  the  death  of  the  laft  of  the  Anto- 
nines,  and  terminates  at  the  acceflion  of  Commodus :  it  might  have 
been  deemed  prefumption  to  have  trerpafTvd  on  an  era  which  has  been 
illallrated  by  the  pen  of  a  Gibbon.  It  has  been  the  endeavour  of 
the  author  to  dilkriminate  the  fabulous  parts  of  hiftory  from  thofe 
which  arc  entitled  10  our  credit,  t  hough  Hooke  and  Fergufon  have 
been  his  principal  guides,  he  has  occafionaliy  confulted  ever)'  French 
and  Latin  hiftorian  from  whom  he  might  expefl  to  receive  informa¬ 
tion;  it  is  with  pleafure  he  acknowledges  his  obligations  to  Dr.  Ro- 
bertfon’s  HiHor-cal  Difquifiiion  concerning  ancient  India,  and  Mr. 
Gibbon’s  Decline  and  Fail  of  the  Roman  Empire;  nor  is  it  his  in- 
tcr.iion  to  conceal  that  whatever  merit  may  be  aferibed  to  the  fccond 
cl  aptcr  of  the  third  volume,  niuft  be  transferred  to  thofe  hiftorians.’ 

We  do  not  wonder  to  hear  our  author  profefs  a  high  vene¬ 
ration  for  the  laft  of  thefe  celebrated  names,  for  it  is  evident  that 
he  is  an  aft:ateur  of  Mr.  Gibbon’s  manner  of  writing;  and  it 
mull  be  acknowledged  that  he  has  imitated  his  ftyle  with  a 

coufiderable 
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confidcrable  degree  of  fuccefs.  While  we  are  pleafed  with  its 
vivacity  and  fprightlinefs,  and  occafionally  admire  its  fplciulour, 
we  are  fometimes  offended  with  i:s  i.bfcurify  or  affethtion;  and 
arc  now  and  then  foiiy  to  cbferve  our  uutnof  copy  Mr.  Gib¬ 
bon’s  Indecency  and  licentioui'nefs. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  the  author’s  manner  and  compofuion,  we 
fubjoin  his  account  of  the  death  of  Julius  Cefar: 

*  The  Romans  had  been  bent  but  not  crulhed  by  the  tempe*'!  of 
military  violence ;  their  indignation  was  revived  by  the  late  offer  of 
Mark  Anthony.  It  could  no  longer  be  concealed  that  Cefar  afpired 
to  the  crown  ;  the  cbfequious  augurs  had  prtnounced  that  the  Par- 
thians  could  only  be  fuboued  by  a  king;  and  though  Italy  and  the 
capital  were  to  be  exempted  from  the  odious  fpc6laclc,  it  was  ex¬ 
pected  that  a  decree  of  the  fenate  would  authorife  him  to  difplay  the 
enfjgns  of  royalty  in  his  progrefs  through  the  prollrate  p-ovinces. 

*  A  lively  fenfe  of  this  lalt  infult  to  expiring  freedom,  routed  from 
their  inactivity  an  illuArious  band  of  Romans,  whefe  haughty  fpirits 
had  ill  brooked  the  imperious  fway  cf  C.Tar,  and  who  now  devoted 
their  lives  to  the  deliruftion  of  the  ufurper.  That  ihofe  who  had 
efcaped  from  Pharfalia  from  Thapfi  s,  and  from  V:unda,  fhould  be 
impatient  to  avenge  in  the  blood  of  the  vlflor  the  fate  of  their 
flaughtcred  a/Tociates,  was  neither  extraordinary  nor  aftonifhing  ;  but 
fome  furprife  may  be  excited  in  finding  among  the  confpirators  thufe 
who  had  followed  with  t^hcrity  the  ftandard  of  Cefar;  had  fuppoited 
his  pretenfions  by  their  arms ;  and  had  been  .adorned  with  wraith  and 
honour  by  his  gratitude.  Put  it  mull  be  remciTibered,  ihat  Cefar,  in 
h's  firft  meafurcs,  had  declared  himfelf  the  proicflor  of  the  people ; 
that  he  had  aAe^led  to  arm  in  defence  of  the  violated  laws,  and  the 
facred  perfons  of  the  tribunes.  No  fooncr  did  he  openly  avow  his 
intention  to  fubvert  the  eAablifhed  government,  than  he  awakened 
the  jcaloufy,  atid  enfured  the  hatred  of  all  who,  from  the  luAre  of 
extradion  or  genius,  could  afpire  to  political  importance ;  or  who, 
from  principle  or  education,  revered  the  authority  of  the  fenate,  and 
the  equal  cunAitution  of  the  republic. 

*  Among  thefe  the  moA  confpicuous  were  Marcus  Bniius  and 
Ctius  CaAius,  who  jointly  excrcifcd,  w  ith  rigid  and  impartial  juAice, 
the  office  of  prxiors  of  Rome.  Their  infiucnce  had  gradually  formed 
and  extended  the  pow’trful  confederacy ;  the  important  fecrct  had 
already  been  imparted  to  near  forty  of  thcii  friends ;  the  confpiratore 
had  determined  to  Arike  the  blow  which  was  to  rcAore  the  lib<*rty  of 
the  republic,  in  the  midA  of  the  fenate  ;  and  it  was  fuppo^cd  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  that  affembly  would  give  dignity  and  folemnity  to  the  action. 
It  was  prepofed  by  CaAius  to  include  Mark  Anthony  in  the  fate  of 
Cefar ;  but  the  counfel  was  over-ruled  by  the  humanity  or  policy  of 
Brutus :  *  Let  us  not/  fays  he,  *  feem  to  ad  as  if  we  were  inlli- 
gated  by  revenge,  or  as  if  we  rather  aimed  to  revive  the  party  of 
rompey  than  rc-eAabliAi  the  liberties  of  the  republic.* 

*  The  utmoA  caution  of  the  confpirators  could  not  ecrircly  elude 
fufpicion.  The  rumour  of  a  dcAgn  againA  ihc  life  of  Cefar  was 
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already  circniated  through  the  capital;  it  had  even  reached  the  ear* 
of  the  dittator  ;  but  he  was  foiiified  againft  the  admonitions  of  his 
friends  by  a  confidence  in  his  own  fortune,  by  a  contempt  for  his  ene¬ 
mies,  and  by  an  iij^ifft  rcncc  to  danger. 

*  If  we  could  truft  to  the  pages  of  Suetonius,  the  portents  and 
prodigies  which  predii^ted  the  deftruftion  of  Cefar  were  neither  few 
.nor  doubtful.  Had  Cefar  deigned  to  have  confuhed  his  bofbm,  and 
elliiraied  the  fpirit  of  his  fellow-citizens  from  his  own,  he  would 
have  difeovered,  by  figns  kfs  ambiguous,  his  approaching  fate.  He 
had  invaded  the  laws,  and  infulteJ  the  feelings  of  his  country ;  and 
as  long  as  a  fpark  of  Roman  pairiotifm  remained,  he  could  neither 
expect  n:r  hope  for  fafety.  Bat  the  voice  of  rcafon  had  yielded  to 
the  infinuatior.s  of  flattery,  and  he  readily  liflened  to  the  fuggelHons 
of  a  courtly  tr..iii,  who  reprefcnicd  his  foiiunc  creeled  on  an  height 
whlcli  mocked  the  feeble  attempts  cf  revenge  or  ambition. 

‘  The  tranfient  hefiiaticn  that  was  infpiitd  by  the  fears  of  Cal- 
phurnia  was  vahqulfhtd  by  tiic  ii.fidious  reprcanfalions  cf  Dccimui 
frutus :  *  Will  you  adjourn  the  Roman  I'enote  until  the  wife  of  Cefar 
has  more  aufpicious  dreams  f*  was  the  farcafilc  obfervation  which 
awakened  the  p.-ide,  and  overwhelmed  the  rcluflancc,  cf  the  difta- 
tvor;  he  refumed  his  wonted  fpirit,  and  with  a  fteady  ilep,  amidft  a 
iuppliant  multitude,  advanced  to  meet  his  fate. 

‘  I  he  confplrators  ihemfelves  had  not  been  w  ithout  <heir  (hare  of 
a'arm  and  anxiety  ;  they  tottered  on  the  brink  of  difeovery.  As 
Eru  us  and  Caflius,  in  the  capacity  of  prse.or',  adininillered  jufticein 
the  forum,  they  were  accolled  by  Popillus  Lae.ias,  *  1  pray  God  that 
the  defign  which  )ou  have  in  view  may  fucceed ;  bat  avoid  delay.* 
The  expreflinn  futficicntly  apprifed  them  that  the  confpiracy  was 
known;  and  while  they  deliberated  on  what  mcafures  they  (hould 
jurfue,  their  hopes  were  revived  by  the  welcome  information  that 
Cefar  was  proceeding  to  the  fenate.  Ihey  haltcr.ed  to  alTume  their 
feats  in  that  aflTembly,  and  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  dedined  vicUm. 
Gn  the  entrance  of  Cefar  the  confpiraters  could  no:  cbferve  without 
emotion,  that  he  was  in  earned  converfadon  with  Popilius  Laenas,  and 
their  looks  admonifhed  each  other,  ‘  that  it  would  be  better  to  die  by 
their  own  hands,  than  to  fall  into  the  powxr  of  their  enemy.*  Their 
apprchenfl  >ns  were  difTipated  by  the  fmUe  of  Laenas;  and  confeious 
of  the  danger  of  delay,  they  determined  on  the  imme4i^t<^  execution 
©f  thtir  enterprife. 

•  As  the  delator  aflumed  his  chair,  near  the  pcdcllal  of  the  ftatue 
of  Pompey,  he  was  arrellcd  by  the  fuppliant  pollure  of  Pullius  Cim- 
ber,  who  entreated  the  pardon  of  his  brother;  while  Cefar  refilled 
the  follcit^iiors  tf  Cimber,  he  received  in  his  neck  the  dagger  of 
Cafea.  He  Parted  from  his  feat,  and  turned  to  leize  the  affaflin ; 
th  rty  daggers  glittered  before  his  eyes ;  yet,  unarmed  and  unafliltcd, 
he  ilill  Hood  at  bay,  and  like  a  lion  ruQ;cd  upon  his  hunters,  when 
he  beheld  amidll  the  affaiUnt?  the  countenance  of  his  beloved  Brutus : 
•  Art //'««  ttro  there  ?’  was  the  Ihort  exclamation,  which  might  re¬ 
proach  his  own  credulity,  or  the  ingratitude  of  Brutus.  Ho  inflantly 
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that  he  might  fall  with  greater  decency,  funk  pierced  with  twenty- 
thrfec  wounds.  The  ftatuc  of  Pompey  was  fprinUled  with  his  blood  ; 
nor  did  fuperftition  fail  to  obferve,  that  he  at  lalk  expired  before  the 
ima^e  ot  that  rival  whom  he  had  betrayed,  oppreffed,  and  facrificed 
to  hi5  ambition.’ 

I'he  characters  of  Brutus  and  Caflius  are  well  drawn.  Of 
Brutus  he  fays, 

‘  Brutus  was  the  nephew  of  Cato,  by  his  filler  Servilia  :  but  Scr. 
vilia  had  fcorncd  to  imitate  the  ftrid  virtues  of  her  brother.  Her  con- 
tempt  of  ch;<Inty,  and  her  connexion  with  Cefar,  had  provoked  the 
fcandil  of  Kome;  and,  above  difgulfc,  Ihc  avowed  the  object  of  her 
licentious  dehres,  and  gloried  in  the  infaniy  of  her  condud.  Her 
huihand  had  been  a/Tociated  in  the  hope.'*,  and  involved  in  the  ruin,  of 
the  party  of  Marius ;  and  the  early  years  of  Marcus  Brutus  were  com* 
mltted  to  the  item  tuition  of  his  uncle  Cato.  By  his  care  he  was 
trained  in  the  fiudy  of  polite  literature,  of  eloquence,  and  of  philo* 
fophy;  and  from  him  he  had  imbibed  the  mod  jufi  ideas  of  the  dig. 
nity  of  human  nature,  an  ardent  love  of  freedom,  and  a  magnani. 
mous  difdain  for  life..  His  lather  had  been  executed,  at  lead  by  the 
connivance,  if  not  by  the  command,  of  Pompey;  and  the  filial  piety 
of  the  fon  was  difplayed  in  the  refentment  which  he  cherifhed  againll 
that  leader.  In  the  profperous  fortunes  of  Pompey,  Brutus  had  never 
condefeended  to  fpealc  to  or  falutc  him  ;  but  no  f^oner  were  the  ban- 
Bcrs  of  civil  difeord  unfurled,  than  he  facrificed  his  private  revenge 
to  the  public  good ;  and  followed  the  fiandard  of  the  chief  whofe  per. 
fon  he detelled,  but  whofe  party  he  approved;  with  him  he  beheld 
the  difaHrous  field  of  Pharfalia.  Amidd  the  exultation  of  victory  the 
mind  of  Cefar  w  as  dill  anxious  to  prcfervc  the  fon  of  Servilia ;  and 
the  concern  he  betrayed  at  his  danger,  and  the  joy  which  he  exprelTcd 
at  his  fafety,  might  authorife  the  popular  opinion  which  aferibed  the 
birth  of  Brutus  to  the  amorous  intcrcourfe  between  Cefar  and  Servilia. 
The  fuppofition  is  weakened,  if  not  dellroycd,  by  an  appeal  to  their 
mutual  ages ;  Cefar  was  in  his  fifty-fixth,  and  Brutus  in  his  forty-firft 
year.  Nor  is  it  probable  that  the  former  had  afeended  the  guilty  bed 
of  Servilia  before  he  had  attained  the  age  of  fifteen.  Yet  grateful  to 
the  afteflion  0/  the  mother,  he  watched  with  lender  folicitude  over 
the  fortunes  of  the  fon.  He  had  appointed  him  to  the  government 
Of  Alalpine  Gaul,  and  preferred  him  to  the  dignity  of  prac  or  of 
Rome.  Yet  every  favour  was  poifoned  by  the  lawlcfs  claim  of  the 
donor.  His  admiration  of  Cato ;  his  marriage  with  Porcia,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  that  virtuous  patriot;  the  fame  of  his  namefake,  who  had  de¬ 
livered  Rome  from  the  iron  rod  of  the  Tarquins ;  the  fenfe  cf  his  own 
fervile  condition  ;  but,  above  all,  the  injuiies  which  had  been  offered 
to  his  country,  rofe  inceffantly  to  the  mind  of  Brutus ;  he  blulhed  at 
his  ow  n  ignominious  patience ;  and  his  indignation  was  inflamed,  and 
hh  refolution  confirmed,  by  the  coaverlation  and  congenial  fenti- 
meats  of  Caius  Ca£us.* 
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The  outlines  of  the  charader  of  CaiEus  arc  briefly  (ketched 
in  the  following  words : 

*  Caius  Caflius  was  defeended  from  one  of  the  mod  ancient  and 
honourable  families  of  the  republic,  and  was  early  diflinguilhed  for 
his  high  and  determined  fpirit.  While  yet  a  boy,  and  when  Sylia 
was  in  the  height  of  his  power,  he  had  flrucic  the  fon  of  the  didator 
for  having  faid,  that  *  his  father  was  the  mafter  of  the  Roman  people.* 
The  tutor  of  young  Sylia  complained  of  the  infult  to  Pompey;  and 
Caflius,  on  being  queflioned  by  the  latter,  boldly  replied,  *  Let  him 
repeat  the  words,  and  I  will  ftriice  him  again  in  your  prefence.*  His 
wit,  his  learning,  and  his  temperance,  were  univerfally  acknowledged 
and  efleemed ;  and  his  (kill  and  courage  had  been  eflablifhed  in  re¬ 
peated  conflids  with  the  Parthians.  In  the  commencement  of  the 
civil  war  he  had  conduded  the  fquadrons  of  Syria  to  the  fupport  of 
Pompey;  and,  even  after  the  unhappy  fate  of  the  latter,  had  pro- 
jeded  the  deftrudion  of  the  vidor,  who  avoided  the  fnarc  by  landing 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  Cydnus  from  that  on  which  he  was  expeded. 
Difappointed  in  his  defign,  Calfius  had  fufpended  all  farther  oppofi* 
lion,  and  retired  to  Rome,  where  his  marriage  with  Tertulla,  the  After 
of  Brutus,  had  ftrengthened  the  bonds  of  political  by  thofe  of  domeftic 
union.* 

Such  were  the  leaders  of  thofe  ftern  republicans  who  plunged 
their  daggers  into  the  heart  of  Cefar.  Such  were  the  proto, 
types  of  Count  Ankarftrom,  who  appears  to  have  been  adtuated 
by  fimilar  motives.  Whether  his  name  will  be  placed  near  theirs 
in  the  annals  of  fame,  is  a  matter  that  mud  be  left  to  the  de- 
cifion  of  poftcrity. 

Some  may  think  that  our  author  ought  to  have  mentioned 
his  authorities  at  the  bottom  of  the  page.  It  certainly  would 
have  been  more  fatisfadlory  i  but  taking  the  work  as  it  is,  it  it 
well-written,  entertaining,  and  inftruiiive ;  and  wc  doubt  not 
will  meet  with  the  approb^ation  of  the  public. 


Art.  XIX.  The  HiJio''y  of  France y  from  the  firjl  Ejlahlifoment 
of  that  Monarchy  to  tie  prefnt  Revolution,  pp.  1 445.  8vo. 
3  vols.  1 8s.  boards.  Kearfley.  London,  1790. 

'^rOTHING  feems  fo  eafy  as  to  compile}  and  hiftory  being 
only  a  compilation,  nothing  may  feem  fo  eafy  as  the  hif- 
torian*s  talk.  Yet  from  the  time  of  Herodotus,  the  great  father 
of  hiftory,  how  few  have  fucccedcd  in  thefe  compofitions. 
Whether  this  valuable  author,  by  collcdling  the  materials  him- 
felf,  and  writing  as  his  fancy,  memory,  or  inclination,  di<ftated, 
contrived  to  make  his  hiftory  always  interefting}  or  vidicthcr 
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it  irofc  from  his  caution  in  felcfting  his  fubjc£fs ;  we  (hall  not 
take  upon  ourfclves  to  determine.  But  certain  it  is,  that  thofe 
who  have  followed  him»  and  had  the  advantage  of  improving 
by  his  example  and  errors,  have  rarely  equalled  his  perfpicuity, 
and  ftill  lefs  his  talent  at  arrefting  the  attention.  It  muft  be 
acknowledged,  that  as  the  volume  of  hidory  increafes,  the  la¬ 
bour  of  the  hiilorian  becomes  more  complicated,  the  difficulty 
of  retaining  the  chain  of  events  and  diilin<^ion  of  charadlers  in¬ 
creafes,  and  their  great  variety  renders  each  lefs  interefting. 
On  this  account  fuch  authors  who  have  been  anxious  to  produce 
a  work  that  might  outlive  themfelves,  have  rarely  ventured  on 
more  than  the  hiftory  of  an  individual,  or  a  particular  period. 
In  the  choice  of  thefe,  they  have  been  careful  to  fcle<5f  fuch  as 
might  elucidate  cetain  events,  the  complicated  nature  of  which 
obliged  other  hiftorians  to  relate  them  obfeurely,  or  divefted  of 
all  the  fmaller,  yet  not  lefs  interefting  incidents. 

After  this  exordium,  our  readers  will  not  fuppofe  we  have 
much  to  fay  in  favour  of  a  hiftory  of  France  in  three  oclavo  vo¬ 
lumes  ;  in  which  the  author  attempts  to  trace  the  firft  eftabliih- 
ment  of  that  monarchy,  and  bring  down  his  account  to  the  pre- 
fent  revolution.  It  may  perhaps  be  urged,  that  enough  may  be 
fald  in  this  place  of  what  is  worth  reading.  If  we  were  to  ad¬ 
mit  this,  we  muft  ftill  complain  that  our  author’s  attempt  at 
giving  the  whole,  has  obliged  him  to  reduce  all  to  an  epitome  '; 
and  his  fondnefs  for  imitating  the  ftyle  of  popular  writers,  has 
rendered  what  little  he  has  given  us,  in  many  inftances,  unin¬ 
telligible.  His  talent  feems  in  compreffing  every  thing  into  a 
fmall  compafs.  Scarce  a  circumftance  is  omitted,  not  only  of 
what  relates  to  France,  but  frequently  of  the  tranfadlions  of  .ill 
Europe;  and  if  our  readers  could  undertake  to  get  the  whole 
by  heart,  with  the  dates,  they  might  be  pretty  generally  ready 
at  chronology,  fometimes  at  genealogy,  and  always  at  block¬ 
ades,  fieges,  and  captures.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  was 
fo  great  a  general,  that  few  ever  attempted  to  keep  pace  with 
him.  Our  author  we  (hall  find  quite  a  match  for  him  : 

*  But  theft  incefTar.t  efforts  [they  are  all  contained  in  four  lines] 
exkaufted  a  frame  naturally  weak  [William  the  Third's] ;  a  frdl 
from  his  horfe  quickened  the  progrefs  of  difeafe,  and  in  the  fflty- 
fecond  year  of  his  age  he  yielded  up  his  throne  and  life.  The  former 
was  immediately  filled  by  Anne,  the  daughter  of  the  unfortunate 
James,  and  who  had  married  the  Prince  of  Denmark  ;  and  the  new 
Queen  difpatched  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  to  the  Hague,  to  a  flu  re 
her  allies  that  (he  would  adopt  and  fupporc  the  engagements  of  her 
predecefTor. 

*  That  nobleman  was  foon  after  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
Allied  army,  and  difplayed  that  military  (kill  which  he  acquired  under 

the 
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the  Marefchal  Turenne.  Boufflers,  to  whom  Lewis  had  entruAed  hit 
,  grandfon,  the  Duke  of  Burgundy,  to  train  to  war,  was  confounded 
by  the  rapid  and  complicated  movements  of  his  adverfary.  He  eva¬ 
cuated  Gueldcrland,  retired  under  the  walls  of  Liege,  and  finally 
fought  Ihelter  in  Br  ibant ;  while  V'enlo,  Ruremonde,  and  Liege  were 
fucceflively  reduced  By  Marlborough. 

*  In  Italy  Prince  tugcnc,  by  a  daring  and  well -concerted  march, 
bad  furpiifed  Cremona,  and  taken  Marelchal  Vilieroi  prifoncr.  After 
an  obftinate  confiiCt  he  was  expelled  again  the  town )  fufferfd  feme 
lofi  at  Santa  V  ictoria;  and  in  the  battle  of  Luzara  was  encountered 
by  the  Duke  of  Vendofme.  That  prince,  in  whom  martial  activity 
and  indolence  were  wonderfully  blended,  was  diftinguilhed  by  talents 
worthy  the  grandfon  of  Henry  the  Fourth;  and  though  in  the  battle 
‘of  Luzara  the  lofs  on  both  fides  was  nearly  equal,  yet  Vendofme 
claimed  the  advantage,  and  maintained  it  by  the  reduAion  of  Luzara 
and  Guafialla. 

‘  On  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  a  more  decifive  viftory  was  obtained 
over  Prince  Lewis  of  Baden,  by  the  Marefchal  Villars ;  and  foon 
after  in  the  plains  of  HcchAct,  in  concert  with  the  Elcdor  of  Ba¬ 
varia,  he  charged  and  routed  the  Imperial  general  Count  Styrum: 
three  thoufand  of  the  ImperialiAs  were  left  dead  on  the  field,  four 
thoufand  were  taken  priibners  with  their  cannon  and  baggage; 
while  Marefchal  I'allard,  near  Spires,  engaged  and  defeated  the 
Prince  of  HclTe. 

*  In  the  midll  of  this  fuccefs  France  was  alarmed  by  the  defertioo 
of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  obtained  from  the  Emperor  the  promife 
of  Montferrat,  Mantua,  V^alencia,  and  the  countries  between  the  Po 
and  the  Tanaro.  At  the  fame  time  the  enemies  of  the  hoiife  of 
Bourbon  were  increafed  by  the  declaration  of  Peter  the  Second  of 
Portugal,  who  acknowledged  the  Archduke  Charles  as  fovercign  of 
Spain. 

'  The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  with  incrcafc  of  dignity  and  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  his  country,  had  returned  to  Flanders,  pofl'ened  himfelf  of 
Bonn,  the  refidence  of  the  Eicdor  of  Cologn,  retaken  Huy  and  Lim- 
bourg,  and  made  himfelf  maAerof  the  Lower  Rhine.  Marefchal  Vilie¬ 
roi,  redeemed  from  captivity,  in  vain  endeavoured  to  check  his  pro- 
grefs,  and  was  foon  after  deceived  by  his  maAerly  addrefs.  To  fuc- 
cour  the  Emperor,  oppreffed  by  the  joint  forces  of  France  and  the 
Eicdor  of  Bavaria,  Marlborough  rapidly  marched  into  the  heart  of 
Germany,  and  travcrfing  the  Rhine,  the  Maine,  and  the  Nccker, 
was  met  at  MiiidleAieim  by  Prince  Eugene,  who  had  quitted  Italy 
to  alTume  the  command  of  the  ImperialiAs  on  the  banks  of  the 
Dattube. 

*  \  illars  had  been  recalled  to  wage  an  inglorious  war  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  the  Cevennes  againA  the  unhappy  proteAants,  whom  the 
pcrfecution  of  Lewis  had  forced  into  revolt;  and  the  glory  of  France 
was  cDtruiled  to  Marefchal  Tallard.  The  lines  of  the  Eledor  of  Ba* 
varia,  near  Donawert,  had  been  forced  by  Marlborough  with  con- 
fidcrable  lofs ;  but  the  appearance  of  Tallard  infpired  that  prince 
with  frefli  confidence.  It  was  determined  to  riik  tiie  fate  of  the  war 
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m  a  decifive  battle,  and  the  French  and  Bavarians  with  fnperior 
nMmbcrs  advanced  to  attack  the  confederates,  who  efi'ecled  a  juo^ioa 
with  the  Prince  of  Baden.  But  the  plains  of  Hochiiet,  which  had  fo 
lately  witnellcd  the  triumph  of  V'’illars,  were  rendered  memorable  by 
the  defeat  of  Tallard.  'I  hat  general  was  vanquilhed  by  the  fnperior 
Ikill  of  his  adverfary  ;  he  himleJf  was  taken  prifoner,  with  fourteen 
thoufand  of  the  braved  troops  of  France;  twelve  ihoufand  perifhed 
by  the  fword,  or  were  precipitated  into  the  rapid  dream  of  the  Da^ 
nubc;  and  cf  an  army  of  fixty  thoufand  men,  fcarce  twenty  thoufmJ 
could  be  collefted  from  its  broken  remains. 

*  TTie  battle  of  Hochdet,  better  known  In  England  by  the  name 
of  Blenheim,  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  the  vlftors  the  cie«J>oratc  cf 
Bavaria;  and  Lewis  once  more  fummoned  the  Marefchal  Villars  to 
the  feene  of  his  former  glory;  an  accommodation  had  reftored  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Cevcnnc-s  to  their  allegiance;  and  the  conduct  of 
Villars  proved  him  an  adverfary  worthy  of  Marlborough.  He  oc¬ 
cupied  a  flrong  camp,  remraned  on  the  defcnfive,  and  by  his  prudent 
mcafures  compelled  the  Duke- to  relinquilh  bis  delign  of  penetrating 
into  France  by  the  courfe  of  the  Mofelle. 

*  The  States,  anxious  for  their  frontier,  foon  prevailed  on  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  to  return  to  Flanders;  and  Villcrci,  who  had 
taken  Huy,  and  was  preparing  to  befiegc  Liege,  abandoned  the  en- 
terprife  on  the  intcll  gence  of  his  approach.  Iluy  w-as  again  com¬ 
pelled  to  furrer.der  to  the  confederates ;  and  the  lines  cf  V'iilcroi 
were  immediately  after  forced.  That  general  crofled  the  Gcete  and 
Dylc  with  precipitation;  but  the  llrong  ground  he  judicioufly  occu¬ 
pied  prevented  the  allies  from  improving  their  advantage ;  and  he 
ihortly  after  reilored  his  reputation  by  the  reduflion  of  Dielt. 

*  The  numerous  arnr.ies  of  the  etnpire  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine 
were  bafiled  by  the  fkill  of  V  illars;  and  in  Italy  the  Duke  of  Ven- 
dofme  inccfl'aiitly  prelTed  Prince  Eugene  and  the  Duke  of  Sa\oy, 
fought  the  blooc’y  but  indecihvc  battle  of  Ca.Tano,  gained  tiut  of 
Camnato,  and  even  menaced  Turin  with  the  horrors  of  a  fiege.  But 
in  Spain  the  allies,  who  had  proclaimed  the  .Archduke  Charles  king, 
obtained  the  moll  rapid  and  fplendid  advantage*- :  tlie  F.arl  of  Peter- 
torcugh  pofftlLd  hinsfclf  of  Barcelona;  all  Catalonia  ranged  iifelf 
under  the  banners  of  the  houfe  of  AuOria,  while  Gibraltar,  wh.ich 
the  year  befoie  had  been  wrelled  by  the  EngliOt  from  Philip,  fccure 
in  her  native  ftrength,  defeated  the  vain  and  feeble  efibrts  of  the 
Marclchal  de  Teffc.* 

If  our  readers  have  been  able  to  keep  pr.ee  with  all  this,  we 
congratulate  them  on  the  occafion.  Ovid,  it  is  true,  thought 
it  neceflary  to  introduce  all  the  metamorphofes  that  were  ftip- 
pofed  to  have  happened  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  his 
own  time;  and  his  ingenuity  is  much  admired  for  the  happy 
tnanner  in  which  he  contrives  to  connedl  them.  But,  luckily 
for  him,  metamorphofes  have  been  Icfs  numerous  than  military 
iud  other  hiftorical  events,  otherw’ile  our  author  would  far  have 
c;tceeded  hioi. 

I'hc 
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The  laft  volume  is  faid  to  have  been  written  by  a  different 
hand.  But  unfortunately  the  writer  conceived  it  his  duty  to 
imitate  the  ftyle  of  his  predccelTor.  In  this  he  has  fucceeded  to 
admiration.  All  the  eventful  period  of  Lewis  the  Fifteenth’s 
long  life,  including  his  minority  ;  the  tranfadlions  of  all  Europe 
during  the  general  war  that  fo  long  wafted  the  continent;  the 
reb;:llion  in  Great- Britain  ;  the  early  remonftrances  of  the  par¬ 
liaments  in  France;  expulfion  of  the  Jefuits,  &c.  &c.  are  con¬ 
tained  in  eighty-three  pages.  The  reign  of  the  late  unfor¬ 
tunate  monarch  is  the  beft  part  of  the  work:  but,  though  not 
deficienc  in  perfpicuity,  it  wants  that  force  of  language,  and 
clofenefs  of  detail,  which  the  importance  of  the  events,  and  their 
very  recent  tranfadlion,  entitles  them  to. 
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Art.  20.  A  Narrative  of  the  Proceedings  relating  to  the  Su/penfen  of 
the  King  of  the  French  on  the  lOth  f  Augufit  1 792.  By  J.  B.  D'Au- 
mont.  pp.  28.  8vo.  is.  Mancheller :  printed  for  Falkener. 
1792. 


TH  T  S  narrative  is  given  in  a  letter  from  the  author,  who  calls 
hlmfelf  an  cye-witnefs,  to  Mr.  Cooper  of  Mancheder.  We 
fhall  not  attempt  any  thing  more  than  announcing  the  contents  of  the 
book,  and  obferving,  in  the  general,  that  as  citizen  d’Aumont  could 
not  eafily  have  been  prefent  at  all  the  tranfadlions,  he  would  have 
done  well  in  telling  us  which  he  faw,  and  which  he  lakes  on  trud. 

The  narrative  is,  for  the  moft  part,  minute,  not  only  as  to  the 
events  of  the  day,  but  the  preliminary  circumdances  that  lead  to 
them. 

1  he  appendix  contains,  fird,  Condorcet’s  refledUons  on  the  Englilh 
revolution  1688,  and  that  of  the  loth  of  Augud,  1792  ;  remarking 
thofe  particulars  in  which  they  agree,  and  fuch  as,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  writer,  give  the  advantage  greatly  to  the  lad.  zdly.  The  addrels 
of  the  National  Adembly  to  the  people,  containing  an  expofition  of 
the  motives  which  induced  them  to  proclaim  the  convocation  of  a  na¬ 
tional  convention,  and  to  decree  the  fufpendon  of  the  executive  power 
in  the  hands  of  the  king. 

The  narrative  is  written  in  Englilh  by  the  author ;  the  appendix 
is  tranflated,  but  not  without  errors  aiid  Galliclfms.  In  the  lad  piece 
is  a  remarkable  blu.ider,'  in  which  the  French  parems  is  tranHated  pa¬ 
rents  indead  of  relations  i  and  the  King  of  France’s  parents  are 
reckoned  among  the  emigrants  and  enemies  to  the  revolution. 


Art. 
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Ait.  II.  wboU  PrMediHgt  m  tbt  Trial  §fTlymat  Paint  ftr  a 
Libtl  ufam  tbt  Rt-veiutitm  and  ^tktrtmt  tf  the  Cronjun  and  Rtgal  Go* 
vernment  an  by  Law  eftablijhed^  Trird  by  a  Special  Jaiy 

before  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Kenyon,  Taken  in  Shorthand  by  Jo/eph 
Gurney,  Second  Edition,  pp.  196.  8vo.  3s.  6d.  •  Gurney.  Lon¬ 
don,  1793. 

AtT.  21,  The  Genuine  Trial  cf  Thomas  Paine  for  a  Libeh  contained 
in  tbt  Second  Part  of  the  Rights  of  Man,  Tried  before  herd  Kenyon^ 
Ific,  with  the  Speeches  at  large  of  the  Attorney -General  and  Mr.PrJkine ; 
mlf  authentic  Copies  of  Mr.  Pa-ne's  Letters  to  the  Attorney -General  on 
the  S‘thjt3  of  the  Prfecution.  Taken  in  Shorthand  by  E.  Hodgfon, 
Second  Edition,  pp.  I43.  8vo.  2?.  6d.  Jordan.  London,  1793. 

Art.  23.  The  Trial  of  Thomas  Paine ^  before  Lord  Kenyon  and  a  Spe~ 
cial  Jssry  ;  when  he  was  convicled  of  a  Libel ^  puhlijhed  in  the  Second 
Part  f  the  Rights  of  Man,  pp.  64.  8vo.  is.  6d.  Owen,  Lon¬ 
don,  1792. 

Art.  24.  The  Trial  ef  Thomas  Paine  for  writing  a  Lfbel,  called  The 
Secord  Part  of  the  Rights  of  Man^  before  Lord  Konyont  at  GuildbalL 
pp.  42.  8vq.  is.  6i.  Bell.  London,  1792. 

Art.  2^.  Trial  of  Thomas  Paine  for  certain  fcandalous  Libels  infertfd 
in  the  Second  Part  tf  the  Rights  of  Man.  Fourth  Edition,  pp.  74* 
8vo.  IS.  Richardibn.  London.  No  Date. 

Art,  26.  Trial  of  Thomas  Paine  for  a  Libel  t  bAc,  \£e,  pp.  45.  Svo. 
IS.  KearHey.  London,  1792. 

Art^  27.  Te  Trial  at  large  of  Thomas  Painty  for  a  Libels  before 
Lord  Ken]on%  Py  a  Student  of  the  Inner -Temple,  pp,  28.^  8vo.  6dr 
Ridgway,  London.  No  Date, 

Art.  28.  Trial  ofThemas  Paine  for  certain  falfe^  wicked,  fcandalous^ 
and  /editions  Libels ;  tsied  bejere  Lord  Kenyon,  Ifc,  lAc,  pp.  47. 
iimo.  6d.  Sold  No.  20,  Pater-nofter-Row. 

Sjch  has  been  the  Interefl  which  the  public  has  taken  in  the  fate 
of  Mr.  Paine,  that  it  has  produced  no  fewer  than  eight  accounts  of 
his  tri.nl,  printed  for  difteient  publifhers.  Of  thefc  we  have  given 
*  the  Titles.*  l  all  Hate  the  pleadings  and  principal  fafti.  But 
as  Mr.  Gurney  has  }.,c  higheft  reputation  for  accuracy  and  facility 
in  Ihorthand,  we  (hould,  upon  the  whole,  prefer  his  account  of  this 
celebrated  invelligation. 

Art.  29.  Mr.  Paine's  Principles  and  Schemes  of  Government  examistedf 
and  bis  Errors  dcttdLd.  pp.  60,  8vo.  is.  6d.  fewed.  Cuthell. 
I.ondon,  1792. 

This  gentleman  takes  up  with  a  warmth  natural  to  a  patriot,  when 
he  comes  forward  in  defence  of  his  country,  which  every  lover  of 
good  order  fhould  fupport.  The  impartiality,  however,  of  his  in- 
vertig^tions.  and  the  juftnefs  of  his  conclufions,  are  to  be  doubted. 
He  paints  Mr.  P - as 

Envy  that  Bekens  at  another's  joys. 

G 
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Party  opinions  (if  every  book  publifhed  on  the  different  Tides  contd 
be  pemfed)  might  leave  a  man  without  lelTure  to  refled  on  any  other 
Tobjed  conducive  to  the  peace  or  advantage  of  his  mind. 

Aar.  30.  Points  of  Law  and  Eqssitj ;  JtUsled for  the  Information^  Cau~ 
//•»,  'and  DireffioHt  of  all  Perfons  concerned  in  Trade  and  Commerce, 
8vo.  Cadell.  London,  1792. 

Abridgments  of  every  branch  of  jurifprudence  are  only  of  utility 
to  thofe  who  have  made  confiderablc  proficiency  in  the  fcience.  As 
they  exhibit  cafes  divefled  of  their  circum fiances,  and  decifions  inde¬ 
pendent  of  arguments,  they  confound  the  ignorant,  and  miflead  the 
unwary.  Inflead,  therefore,  of  advlfing  merchants  and  tradcfmen  to 
rely  upon  the  information  contained  in  this  feledior,  for  a  fpeedy 
extrication  from  the  labyrinths  of  law,  we  would  recommend  to  them 
to  call  in  the  aid  of  Tome  able  praditioner,  who  will  dired  their  foot- 
ficps  with  greater  fecurity  and  accuracy^  and  confequently  with  a 
more  certain  profped  of  fuccefs. 

A  X  T.  3  f .  Trial  between  — - Meadf  Efq,  Barrifier  at  Law,  Plaintiffs 

and  the  Rev.  Mr,  Daubney,  Defendant,  pp.  44.  8vo.  is.  Owen. 
London,  1792.  * 

If  the  difclofure  of  family  tranfadions  is  fometimes  indelicate,  the 
concealment  of  family  crimes  is  as  often  immoral.  Among  near  re- 
lations  the  flridefl  attention  to  their  reciprocal  duties  is  abfolutely 
requifite  for  the  prefervation  of  mutual  good-will.  The  defendant, 
for  the  eventual  gratific.'uion  of  his  avarice.  Teems  to  have,  attacked 
the  reputation,  and  fported  with  the  feelings,  of  thofe  whom  he  was 
bound,  by  every  tie,  to  befriend  and  pfoted.  Mr.  Mead  thought  it 
neccffary  to  appeal  to  the  laws  of  his  country  for  redrefs ;  and  the 
jury  have  given  their  fandion  to  his  condud,  by  finding  a  verdid  id 
his  favour,  with  500/.  damages. 

Aar,  32.  Short  Account  of  the  Revolt  and  MaJJacre  which  took  place  1* 
Paris  on  the  \Oth  of  Assgufts  1792  ;  with  a  Variety  of  Falls  re/afhe 
to  TranfaSions  previous  to  that  Date,  which  throw  light  on  the  real 
Jnfligators  of  thofe  h’jrrid  and  premeditated  Crimes  :  to  which  is  prt< 
fixed  a  Plan  f  the  Palace  of  the  ThuiUeries  and  its  Environs.  By  Per- 
fans  prefent  at  the  Time,  pp.  42;  8vo.  is.  Stockdale.  London, 

*792- 

This  long  title  is  fufHcient  to  teach  our  readers  the  contents  and 
fpirit  of  the  pamphlet.  We  fhaironly  obferve,  as  it  is  anonymous, 
we  have  no  certainty  that  the  perfons  prefent  were  not  prefent  ia 
London.  .  .  . 


Aar. 

\  -  .  . 


I 


Monthly  Catalogue.  MifaUtmeml  67 

ArTi  33*  l^igbts  for  Mto  ;  or.  Analytical  Stri^nres  on  the  Conflitntiom 
»f  Grtat-Britain  and  Ireland,  By  Robert  Ai>fUgartb,  pp«  45.  8vo. 
IS.  6d.  Richardfon.  London,  1792. 

Wc  have  before  now  had  rcafon  to  rcfpedl  the  writings  of  Mr. 
Applegarth,  and  on  this  occaAon  expe<Sled  a  more  than  ordinary  ex-> 
ertion  of  his  talents. .  But  this  pamphlet  is  the  moll  contemptible  of 
the  kind  that  has  come  to  our  hands.  As  if  men  had  rod  ing  at 
ftake  but  property,  the  author  cannot  fee  why  any  fljould  fend  repre- 
fentatives  who  have  no  prv^perty ;  and  even  doubts  whether  ele^ivo 
franchifes  Ihould  not  bear  an  exaA  proportion  to  property ;  that  is, 
w  hether  a  man  poiTeAed  of  one  hundred  pounds  a  year  Ihould  not 
have  ffly  votes  to  that  freeholder’s  one  who  is  in  pofTeilion  of  only  two 
pounds  a  year.  Docs  Mr.  Applegarth  recclleft,  that  the  rich  man 
can  always  And  proteflion  from  his  wealth;  but  it  is  the  poor  man 
who  is  in  danger  of  being  opprefled,  and  for  whom  the  wifdom  of 
our  anceftors  provided  the  trial  by  jury.  But  what  is  this  to  our  au¬ 
thor’s  obfervation  on  the  privileges  of  women  to  vote.  *  If  ladies/ 
fays  he,  ‘  were  allowed  to  vote,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  few  befides 
men  of  gallantry  would  be  able  to  get  feats  in  parli.inent.*  A  con¬ 
fute  fo  indecent,  as  well  as  unprovoiced,  is  highly  unbecoming  the 
gravity  of  our  author’s  function,  and  the  importance  of  the  fubjcdl 
on  which  he  pretends  to  reafon. 

Art.  34.  The  Kecejfty  of  ajfocic-ting  ftr  tVe  Purpof  of  ohla'mog  a  fnr- 
liamentary  Reform,  tnjorced  in  an  AdJrft  to  the  Freiholdcrs  an  I  Inha¬ 
bitants  of  Hcrtfordjhlfe,  By  a  FieeLoldtr,  pp.  28.  8vo.  is.  or  9s. 
a  Dozen. 

The  freeholder’s  remarks  arc  acute  and  convincing.  But  is  there 
any  man  to  whom  additional  arguments  .ire  waiting  to  convince  him 
of  the  Dcceflity  of  a  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the  people  ? 

Art.  3f .  Remarks  on  the  Prtcttdings  of  the  Society  nvho  fiyle  themfelves 
*  the  Friends  of  the  People',*  and  Obfernsatsons  on  the  Principles  of 
Cf^r'emment  as  applicable  to  the  Brit  'Jh  Conftitntion.  In  tnvo  Letters  to 
a  Friend,  pp.  9;.  8vo.  is.  6d.  htockdale.  London,  1792. 

The  author  of  thefe  remarks  attempts,  unfucccfsfully  we  think,  to 
prove  that  there  is.no  need  of  a  reform  in  the  reprefentation  of  the 
people.  In  anfwer  to  his  obfervations  we  (hall  fay,  that  it  is  not  fuHi- 
cient  to  prove  that  the  people,  by  the  want  of  a  reform,  arc  not  un- 
happy — It  ought  to  be  proved,  that  they  would  not  be  more  happy  if 
a  reform  were  to  take  place. 

Art.  36.  The  Battle  of  Eldington',  or,  Brttijb  Liberty:  a  Traged  , 
l^c.  pp.  118.  8vo.  IS.  td.  Elmflcy.  London,  1792. 

The  plot  of  this  political  tragedy  is  founded  upon  a  welhknovvn 
pan  of  knglifti  hiftory  ;  but  the  condufl  of  the  drama  is  perplexed, 
the  verfiAcation  tame  and  profaic,  the  fentiments  cold  and  inanimate. 
It  is  written  on  the  model  of  Mafon’s  dramatic  pieces,  and  is  by  r.o 
■leans  dclUtute  of  merit. 
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AnT.  37.  letters  to  the  Right  Host,  Henry  Dun'iat,  an  bis  Ine:it* 
jifltncy  as  hiisHder  af  Lulia,  pp.  8vo.  3s.  Dcbreit.  London, 

1792. 

Thefc  letters  charge  Mr.  Dundas  wiih  great  inconfiftencies  in  hli 
condud  with  regard  to  India,  particularly  with  r.fpcd  to  the  Hop- 
page  of  Shaw- AUum’s .tribute ;  the  Hne  impoled  upon  Cheyt  Sing; 
the  (ituition  of  the  province  of  Bengal ;  the  arrangements  formed 
by  Mr.  Haflings  at  Oude ;  the  feizure  of  the  government  and  re¬ 
venues  of  Ttnjore ;  the  violation  of  the  treaties  concluded  by  Sir 
Archibald  Campbell  with  the  Nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  Rajah  of  Tan- 
Jorc  ;  the  eondud  of  the  war  with  Tippoo;  and  the  impeachment  of 
Mr.  llaftings.  How  far  thefe  charges  may  be  repelled,,  we  cannot 
pretend  to  determine ;  it  is  probable  the  fubjeft  will  undergo  an 
ample  difeuffion  when  parliament  meets;  and  we  muH  fufpend  our 
judgment  till  that  period  arrives. 

A«t,  38.  jfs  Extentuttien  of  the  Condud  of  the  French  Revoluthnif  s  on 
the  \\tb  of  July,  1789,  the  ictb  of  Augufi,  and  the  ^d  of  Se;te7nbtrt 
179a.  By  an  impart iul  Ohftrver,  pp.  28.  8vo.  is.  Symonds. 
London,  1792. 

The  author  flatters  himfelf  that  his  teftimony  will  fafpend  the  pre¬ 
judice  of  individuals ;  but  we  cannot  encourage  him  in  this  high  opi¬ 
nion  of  his  own  impoitance:  he  is  lb  virulent,  fo  abuflve,  and  fb 
incredible,  that  his  book  c.innot  do  the  unprejudiced  reader  any  good, 
and  may  injure  the  general  good  order  it  is  the  duty  of  every  fubjeft 
to  maintain.  His  abufe  of  the  Queen  of  France  is  unmanly  aod  in- 
elcli^atc.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  errors  of  that  unfonunatc 
princefs,  her  fufferings  have  Angularly  expiated  them.  Jf,  as  the  im¬ 
partial  obferver  fays,  the  eyes  of  this  country  were  always  open  to 
the  vices  of  itf  governors,  they  have  no  need  of  the  advice  he  offi- 
cioufly  gives ;  it  is  better  written  than  meant ;  and  we  cannot  resllv 
believe  this  gentleman,  in  oppoAtion  to  the  radicated  knowledge  ot 
fadls,  who  greatly  belies  the  promife  he  makes  in  the  litlc-puge, 

*  I  will  nothiog  extenuate,  nor  fet  down  ought  in  malice.* 

Sh  AKSPEARE. 

Art.  30.  Genssir.e  Senfe',  or,  A  Letter  to  the  Right  Lion.  George 
Engiijb,  isscluJing  the  Copy  of  a  Le'te-  from  Samuel  March  to  Robert 
Stickler,  costcernitg  the  Advance  in  ''Jcurneymets  s  H^ages,  pp.  15.  8vo. 
6d.  London,  1793. 

The  objedl  of  this  letter  is  to  leach  journeymen  to  be  content  with 
their  wages,  and  to  avoid  all  combinations  to  raife  them.  With  this 
the  author  contrives  to  bring  in,  fomc  way  or  other,  the  French  re¬ 
volution,  the  king's  proclamation,  and  the  riots  in  Mount-Areet. 
Without  examining  the  exa*fl  coincidence  of  thele  various  circuna- 
ftunces,  wc  Iha’l  only  obferve,  that  combinations  to  lower  the  price 
of  labour  are,  we  fear,  too  common  among  mailers';  that  if  the  mo- 
rals  of  the  labouring  part  of  the  community  arc  loofcr  than  formerly, 

•  ft  cannot  be  from  larger  wages,  becaufe  in  few  branches  are  they  ad 
viaced  in  proporiion  to  the  price  of  provlAons.  And  though  it  has 
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hcen  fiid,  that  the  only  confcquence  of  increarcd  wages  to  th« 
labouring  poor  is,  that  they  work  fewer  days  in  the  week  ;  yet.  fVooi 
i^ome  knowledge  cf  the  fubjedt.  we  can  alTerc  this  is  not  generally  the 
Cife.  With  b^ter  wages  they  fare  letter,  are  clothed  better,  and 
having  fielt  the  fwceis  oi'an  improved  mode  of  life,  they  become  in- 
dudrious  and  economic,  in  order  to  fecurc  thefe  indnlgencies. 

Art.  Aa  Ad  drift  to  evtry  Sriton  on  tit  Sltve  Trade  \  being  am 
tjfeetmttl  tlan  <#  abolijb  this  Di/grace  to  our  Country,  pp.  19.  410. 
IS.  6d.  Robinfon.  London,  1791. 

A  little  poem,  in  blank  verfe,  propofing  an  cffedual  plan  to  abo> 
lilh  this  diigrace  to  our  country.  He  addrefles  the  ladies  of  Britain 
in  behalf  m  their  *  poor  chain-boued  fillers;* 

*  Ye  wddy  fair ! 

Whofe  frolic  feet,  as  pTeafurc  tunes  the  ftrlng 
To  merry  dance,  treat  all  fo  licht  and  gay. 

Let  mercy  for  a  while  break  off  the  fcenc  !* 

Here  follows  a  defcription  of  the  African  lover  following  the  flare- 
(hip  which  bears  away  his  midrefs,  and  begging  to  accompany  her  as 
a  voluntary  captive ;  and,  on  being  refufed, 

•  For  who  regards  a  hero  if  $  flave  ?* 

he  finks  in  the  fight  of  the  veffcl.  He  is  very  nervous  in  his  appeals 
to  the  fenfibility  of  Britons;  and  laments,  in  pathetic  terms,  his  want 
of  importance.  The  poem  clofes  with  advifing  every  free  Englilh- 
maa  to  refufe  giving  a  vote  to  any  reprefi-ntative  who  will  not  fwcar 
on  every  occafion  to  be  the  friend  of  Africa.  The  talents  of  the  au¬ 
thor  are  not  fo  great  as  his  humanity  ;  for  the  fake  of  that  caufe  for 
which  he  is  an  advocate,  we  widi  they  were  as  confpicooas. 

Art.  41.  rrtpcffcjjicn\  or,  Memo'n  of  Count  Tofoujjin.  Written  by 
himftif,  pp.  44.2.  lamo.  a  vols.  5s.  Forbes.  London,  1792* 

Stale,  flat,  and  trite  incidents,  void  of  all  interefl,  inflruflion;  or 
t’nufement — the  language  inelegant,  and  fo  often  ungrammatical 
ihat  it  (h'iuld  feem  as  if  it  had  been  the  produAion  of  fome  dancing- 
mailer  who  found  the  hours  of  the  vacation  pace  *  too  laggingly 
along.’ 

Art.  4?.  A  Vindication  of  a  Right  in  the  Public  to  m  Oat  Shilling 
Gallery,  tit  her  at  tit  nrw  ^  heutrc-Ro.al  in  Co-vent -Gerdtn,  or  fomt* 
’jobere  tlfe,  pp.  40.  8vo.  6d.  Owen,  London,  1792* 

The  principal  argument  of  this  writer  is,  the  exclufive  privileges 
enjoyed  by  thefe  patentees,  which  effcdually  excludes  all  from  thc- 
airical  reprefentations  who  are  not  equal  to  the  additional  expencc. 
If  it  (bould  be  faid,  that  fuch  have  no  bufinefs  with  amufements  of 
this  kind,  it  Is  anfwered,  that  the  llage  is  confidered  as  a  fchool  of 
morality,  and  that  motality  is  not  lefs  incumbent  on  one  rank  than 
another ;  that  if  amufemecu  are  Lid  to  fofteis  the  mind,  it  mull 

£  j  furely 


70  Monthly  Catalogue.  Mifcellanedus» 

farcly  be  politic  to  offer  them  to  that  clafs,  from  the  coarfenefs  of 
whofc  manners  the  moft  is  to  be  apprehended  ;  laftly,  that  the  addi¬ 
tional  expence  was  comparatively  trifling  and  unnccelTary,  inafmuch 
as  the  public  was  before  fatisiied  with  their  accommodation  at  this 
houfe. 

Art.  43.  A 'Journal  kept  in  the  Ifa  of  Man^  giving  an  Account  ef  thi 
Wind  and  Weather^  and  daily  Occurrences,  for  upwards  of  Eleven 
Months ;  with  Obfervations  on  the  Soil,  dime,  and  natural  Produce 
tlons  of  tk..t  Ijland ;  alfo  Antiquities  of  various  Kinas  now  extant  tbtrei 
a  Jra't  of  the  Manners  and  Cufioms,  both  general  and  peculiar,  cf  the 
Inhalitar.ts  ;  an  Account  of  their  Harl  ours  ;  great  XJjefulne/s  of  Doug- 
ia/s  Harbour  \  He  le£l  and  Want  of  Repairs',  Dejeription  of  the  noble 
herring  Finery,  \^c.  :  together  with  a  Lrge  Appendix,  containirg  an 
•  Account  of  the  ancient  Form  of  Government,  and  m'ld  Adminifration  ef 
JkJlice,  under  the  noble  Uou/e  of  Stanlet ;  with  Tran/cripts  and  Ex. 
trads  from  the  ancient  Statute-Book  of  the  Ifc  ;  tjgeiher  with  Expla- 
natory  Holes  and  Obfervations.  Bv  Richard  Townley,  Efq.  pp,  642, 
3vo.  2  vols.  los.  boards.  Whitehaven :  printed  for  Cadell,  Lon^ 
don.  1792. 

Our  readers  may  perceive,  by  the  length  of  this  title,  that  the  au¬ 
thor  is  net  afraid  cf  words.  It  is  but  jullice,  however,  to  admit,  ihat 
the  werk  performs  all  that  the  title  proinifes,  and  indeed  more;  for 
befides  an  exact  account  of  the  weather  Cdch  day,  and  of  the  length 
of  his  excut flons,  our  author  very  kindly  acquaints  us  with  the  flute 
of  his  own  health,  and  of  his  whole  family.  V\e  are  alfo  informed 
of  the  foil  and  climate  of  the  ifland.  As  to  its  natural  produflions, 
they  are  told  in  few  words ;  antiquities  do  not  occupy  more  room. 
Kut  we  (hall  give  our  readers  the  moft  important  paflage  on  this  laft 
lubjc^,  as  it  may  teach  them  how  far  a  perufal  cf  the  whole  book  is 
likely  to  reward  their  labour: 

‘  A  moft  delightful  morning,  fucceeded  by  a  very  hot  day,  fo  hot 
as  to  make  noon-tide  (hndc  coveted  by  all. — A  very  late  vifit  was 
paid  me  laft  mght  by  a  Manchcller  gentleman,  who  defired  to  intro¬ 
duce  to  me  a  Daniih  llranger,  iM.  1  horkelin,  profeftbr  of  natural 
hiltory  and  antiquities  at  Copenhagen,  who  came  here,  by  exprefs  or¬ 
der  of  hjs  IJanith  majclty.  to  invelligate  what  remains  were  to  be  met 
with  demon fti  alive  of  the  D.^uiib  power  and  dominion  formerly 
within  the  ifland.  He  addrefted  me  with  gieat  poliicncfs,  and  rc; 
quelled  me  to  favour  him  W'ith  what  difeoveries  1  had  been  able  to 
make  in  that  line,  and  point  out  to  him  where  they  were  to  be  met 
with — faying,  he  was  informed  (by  feme  gentlemen)  that  I  h-id  not 
only  been  very  cur.ous  in  that  way,  but  alfo  very  induilrious  in  Oiak* 
ing  refear-hes  as  to  the  antiquities  of  the  ifland  to  general,  and  efpe- 
cially  thofe  that  refpeded  their  country.  I  remarked  to  him  a  I  the 
difeoveries  I  had  l<cn  able  to  make  [we  have  no  where  met  with  thefe 
dil  coverics  in  the  journal]  on  the  iubjedl  of  his  inquiries,  and  where’, 
at  the  fame  lime  ajffuring  him,  that  all  knowledge  of  that  kind  mull 
be  very  imperte^^  and  m  a  great  uicafure  conjeftural,  as  there  were 
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Vmt  few  written  records  to  afltll  ftrangers  in  their  wilhed  inveftiga- 
lions,  or  (in  any  degree)  to  elucidate  the  fubjeft.  He  mott  cirilly 
thanked  me  for  the  trifling  information  1  was  able  to  give  him,  faying* 
he  was  very  fienfible  of  the  difficulties  I  had  pointed  out  to  him.* 

We  are  ^terwards  told  that  this  Danifh  gentleman  left  the  ifl^ind 
without  gaining  any  information.  In  Ihort,  he  was  equally  unfuccefs* 
ful  as  wc  have  been  in  expeding  to  learn  any  thing  from  this  Journal. 

DIVINITY. 

Art. 44.  ji  Sermon  preached  in  the  Farijh  Church  of  St.  hlmr^aret'e 
K'tjiminfter.  By  the  Rev,  Dr.  Vincent,  Sub- Almoner  to  kis  jilajejly. 
pp.  17.  Svo.  IS.  fewed.  Cadell.  London,  179a. 

In  the  words  of  our  author,  *  If  this  contributes,  in  any  degree,  to 
promote  peace,  fubordination,  and  Chriitian  charity,  no  apology  is 
neceflary  for  intruding  on  the  public  the  fentiments  of  an  indiv.dual/ 
That  it  will  forward  fo  defirable  an  end,  we  think  all  who  perufethis 
fermon  cannot  hefitate  in  declaring.  'I  hc  words  of  the  text,  *  Ye 
have  the  poor  always  with  you,*  are  explained  in  unafTeded  plainnefs 
of  language ;  the  impoffibility  of  extirpating  poverty  from  focicty, 
and  the  ncceflity  of  its  exiftence,  arc  evinced  from  the  authority  of 
our  Saviour ;  and  our  author’s  arguments  merit  the  ferious  peruial  of 
every  man  who  is, unfortunate  enough  to  be  difTatisfied  with  his  iitu* 
ation  in  this  life. 

Art.  45.  A  Di/cour/e,  occafiontd  by  the  Death  of  the  Hon.  Richard 
Spencer,  youngeji  Sen  of  the  Earl  and  Countejs  of  Spencer.  By  Jofepb 
'Jekyll  R\e,  A.  B.  V.car  of  Dallingten,  kJe,  pp.  24.  4to.  as.  fewed. 
Deighton.  London,  1791. 

Tl^is  is  dedicated  to  Lady  Spencer,  as  a  tribute  of  refped  to  her 
u-'.exempled  refignation  on  the  death  of  her  fon,  and  maintains  (with 
fome  very  juft  obfervations  on  the  reafnableneft  of  the  dodrine)  the 
flattering  certainty  of  perfonal  remembrance  being  among  the  joys  of 
the  other  world.  It  pcrfedly  anfwers  the  intention  it  was  written  to 
elFcd,  that  of  confolatiuo  to  furviving  friends ;  and  is  certainly  a  na- 
tural  and  pleafing  confideration  of  a  fubjed  interefting  to  every  one 
who  carries  his  reftedions  beyond  the  tranfient  enjoyments  of  this 
life. 

Art.  46.  A  Sermon,  p^ea.hed  in  Lambeth  Chapel,  at  the  Confecration 
of  the  Right  Reverend  Spencer  Madam,  D.  D.  Lord  Bijhop  of  Brifol, 
enVrinity  Sunday,  By  the  Rtv.  Spencer  Madam,  A.M.  and publjbed 
by  C  mmand  cf  the  Lord  Arcbbijbop  of  CanUrhury.  pp.  27.  i2mo. 
IS.  fewed.  faulder.  London,  1792. 

The  attention  of  the  author  is  to  awaken  in  his  readers  a  due  grati¬ 
tude  to  God  in  having  committed  to  us  thofc  oracles  which  he  origi¬ 
nally  gai'c  to  his  favoured  but  perverfe  nation  the  Jews.  It  is  certainly 
a  juft  and  corred  examination  of  his  text ;  but  when  nothing  more 
can  be  faid  of  a  fermon,  it  is  only  a  proof  of  its  negative  goodnefs. 
Mr.  Madan  has  delivered  many  better  difcourfei  on  more  common 
•ccafions. 
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Aar.  4.7.  EUmnit  tf  MormlUjtfor  tht  Uje  of  ChiUrem\  nttiih  tui  X 

lr$t{itQ*rj  Addrrft  U  Partuts,  TranJlateJ ffm  tbt  Gertmu  of  the  Krv,  S 

C,  G,  Salzmmfut*  lUuftrattd  nvitb  Fifty  Copper-pUtes,  pp.  5  50.  1 

12010.  3  vols.  106.  6d.  (itwed.  johiiA>a.  London,  1791.  j 

‘thii  tranflation,  by  Mrs.  Wollftonccraft,  may  be  faid  to  be  a  con^  !|^ 

t’ouation  of  Mr.  Newberry’s  w'orks.  That  gentleman  wrote  for  chil-  ^  jl 

dren  fomewhat  younger  than  the  clafs  for  whom  thefc  volumes  are  sfi 

intended.  His  books  are  therefore  fmalier,  the  fubjeds  of  them  more 
infantile,  and  the  plates  executed  in  a  coarfer  manner.  It  is  no  bad  ,  fa 
compliment  to  admit  a  comparifon  with  the  celebrated  writer  of  Good^  M 
Two  Shoes,  Polly  Friendly,  Ax. ;  and  we  may  add,  that  the  Ele^  H 

ments  of  Morality  being  calculated  for  larger  children,  r^re,  in  all  fH 

xcfpc^,  as  well  adapted.  The  moral  every  where  arifes  out  of  the  w 

ilory  ;  and  the  plates,  which  would  net  diferedit  a  fuperior  perform-  ffi 

«nce,  arc  always  direded  to  that  important  end  by  a  fcleflion  of  in*  S 

cidents  the  mod  expreflive  of  fentiment,  virtue,  and  good  manners.  H 

Art.  48.  A  View  of  tb:  exUrnol  Evidence  of  the  Chriftian  Religion 
By  the  Rev*  fames  L.  Ale  ore  ^  Majler  of  the  Grammar-School  in  Hert- 
/orf,  Hants*  pp.  132.  izmo.  2s.  6d.  Rivingtons.  London, 

179*-  m 

Mr.  Moore  has  employed  the  little  leifure  his  laborious  occupation 
allows  him,  in  compiling  a  compendious  view  of  the  external  evi¬ 
dences  in  fupport  of  Chrillianity.  Though  but  little  novelty  could  |  ^  , 

be  expeded,  our  author  has  certainly  a  claim  to  merit  in  the  judicious  |  ^ 

manner  in  which  he  has  fele£led  and  arranged  all  that  is  neceiTary  tQ  I  >  ; 

elucidate  this  Important  fubjed.  •  ^ 

A*t.  49.  Adive  Benevolence  the  Tef  of  Vital  Principle',  a  Charity 

Sermon,  preached  before  the  Corporation  of  Hertford,  in  the  Parijh  5  ^ ; 

Cburcbicf  Ali  Saints.  By  the  ^cv.  Sir  Adam  Gordon,  Bart.  M.  A*  |  ; 

Printed  for  the  Benefit  of  tbt  Poor  Children  belonging  to  the  faid  Parijh,  |  . 

pp.  34.  8vo.  IS.  iewed.  Stockdale.  London,  1792.  i 

The  reverend  baronet,  with  a  w'armth  of  philanthropy  and  lan^  ii  ' 
goage  which  refleds  honour  at  once  on  Ins  Chriftian  piety  and  liter 
rary  talenu,  enlarges  on  the  merit  and  neceflity  of  charity.  W«  ' 
ihail  only  feled  a  i^cimen,  that  the  reader  may  purfue  his  own  judg* 
jnent,  and  d;faiifs  Sir  Adam  Gordon  with  a  ftneere  promiie  that 
we  IhaU  always  be  happy  to  perufe  fuch  arguments  on  fuch  an 
pccaiion  : 

f  What  a  g’'acious  God  we  ferve,  who  makes  the  price  of  our  rc^ 
ward  the  bell  enjoyment  of  our  lives — The  luxury  of  doing  good!  — 

How  would  it  icare  the  rich,  the  profperous,  the  ambitious,  and  the 
mercenary  worldling,  if  they  weighed  thefe  fubjeds  as  they  ought !-;  f  ' 

To  refled,  that  whatever  their  power  or  confequence  in  this  life,  of  | 

all  thefe  nothing  will  profit  them  in ’the  world  to  come,  if  they  have  | 

not  been  rich  in  good  works,  willing  to  commun'eate,  ready  to  diftri-  I  ^ 

bute.  This  furely  (hould  make  us  diligent  to  lay  up  a  good  ftorc  1 

while  i:i  this  probationary  ftate ;  to  remit  a  valuable  portion  of  our  I 
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fttblhince  into  that  treafury  where  i(  will  continue  an  unfading  (barcn 
of  future  confolatioD. 

AtT.  50.  ChrifiioM  P tlitics  \  or,  Tbt  Origin  of  Power  anj SmhcrJina^ 
tiom:  a  Strmon,  Bj  Wiiliam  Agutter,  M.A,  pp.  16.  Svo.  6d, 
RivingtoDs.  London,  1792, 

The  origin  and  nccefliiy  of  fubordination  are  here  treated  in  a  cor- 
rcA  and  reafonable  manner,  and  may  be  recommended  to  the  perufal 
of  ihofe  who  fupport  the  prefeni  improper  poUtical  fyftems  as  a  juft 
and  plain  confutation  of  their  dangerous  opinions.  On  the  whole, 
this  iermon  does  credit  to  the  pen  of  the  reverend  author. 


For  the  ENGLISH  REVIEir, 
NATIONAL  AFFAIRS 

For  ^  JANUARY  1793. 

R.  Hume  remarks,  that  there  is  a  point  of  elevation  or 
depreflion  in  the  affairs  of  nations,  beyond  which  they  fcl- 
dom  proceed.  In  tracing  the  progrefs  of  fcKiety,  from  the  re¬ 
formation  to  the  prefent  era,  we  have  the  ampleft  proofs  of  th« 
juftice  of  this  obfervation.  The  human  character  feems  to  have 
attained  the  fummit  of  excellence  at  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  century;  and,  in  fixing  the  moment  of  its  fuperiority,  we 
limit  the  extent  of  its  powers,  and  afeertain  the  period  of  their 
decay.  .  In  our  own  country,  at  the  time  to  which  we  have  al¬ 
luded,  the  tumults  of  republicanifm,  and  the  ftruggles  of  pre¬ 
rogative,  were  fucceeded  by  tlie  undid urbed  pofTeflion  of  con- 
ftitutional  liberty ;  the  rage  of  fanaticifm,  and  the  obje<^ions  of 
infidelity,  had  ihewn  the  expediency,  and  edablifhed  the  boun¬ 
daries,  of  a  regular  fydem  of  national  religion ;  the  morals  of 
the  people  were  pure  without  aifedlation ;  and  our  literature 
was  extcnfive  and  chade,  without  being  pedantic  or  frivolous* 
Commerce  diffufed  a  fpirit  of  indudry  among  all  ranks  of  the 
community,  and  the  mercantile  aridocracy,  which  impolitic 
monopolies  and  fuccefsful  fpeculations  have  now  introduced, 
neither  blunted  the  ardour  of  enterprife,  nor  diminifhed  the 
profpctS  of  independence.  Though  the  ambition  of  France, 
the  continual  fcourge  of  Europe,  involved  Great- Britain  in  oc- 
cafional  war,  yet  its  horrors  were  mitigated  by  the  excrcife  of 
mutual  courtefy,  the  reciprocal  confeioufnefs  of  didinguifhed 
merit,  and  the  periodical  fufpenfion  of  hodile  atfis.  I'hough 
the  vanity  of  the  Bourbon  race  induced  it  to  focridee  the  happi- 
pefi  of  their  fubjeds  to  vifionary  fehen^s  of  foreign  conqued, 

yet 
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yet  the  effects  of  their  conduct  on  the  felicity  of  the  world  can 
no  n>ore  be  compared  to  the  hiifchiefs  likely  to  enfue  from  the 
victories  of  the  Gallic  republic,  than  the  uneafinefs  which  the 
children  of  Ifrael  of  old  endured  from  the  whips  of  Solomon, 
when  contrafted  with  the  torments  w'ith  which  they  were  threaten¬ 
ed  from  the  fcorpions  of  Rehoboam.  In  examining  the  condu(fl  of 
the  Britilh  adminiffration  in  their  negociation  with  the  provi- 
/ionary  executive  council,  it  is  fearedy  neceflary  to  juftify,  nor 
can  it  be  material  to  condemn  their  perfcvcrance  in  refufing  to 
acknowledge  M.  Chauvelin  as  the  accredited  agent  of  the 
French  commonwealth.  Their  grounds  of  complaint  have  been 
fpecifically  Rated  j'^and,  unlels  their  objedions  arc  fatistadorily 
anfwercd,  impartiality  mult  induce  us  to  give  our  fuffrage  in 
their  favour.  The  revolution  in  France,  which  originally  aimed 
at  fubverting  all  exilling  political  iniliutioiis,  feem  deftined  in 
their  progrels  to  overthrow  every  moral  and  religious  fentiment 
which  has  hitherto  directed  the  actions  of  mankind.  Opinions, 
to  which  time  had  given  refpedabllity,  and  which  experience 
had  difeovered  to  be  ul'eful,  have  been  defpifed  as  ridiculous,  or 
condemned  as  mifehievous,  by  the  felf-creatcd  legiflators  of  the 
univerfe  in  the  National  Convention.  Every  government,  ex¬ 
cept  the  republic,  has  been  doomed  to  dcftru6tion,  as  tyranni¬ 
cal  ;  all  philofophy,  which  fought  aid  from  revelation,  has  been 
difregarded  as  abfurd ;  equality  has  been  reprefented  as  the  only 
mode  of  procuring  happinefs  in  this  w’orld  ;  and  atheifm  has 
kindly  lent  her  aid  to  fecure  the  human  race  from  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  future  punilhmcnt.  At  the  commencement  of  the  pre- 
fent  war,  none  who  profefled  ro  be  the  friends  of  liberty  could 
wilh  fuccefs  to  the  arms  of  Auftria  and  Pruffia.  At  that  period, 
in  the  druggies  of  the  French  againft  the  combined  powers, 
wc  beheld  the  exertions  of  a  gallant  people  contending  for  their 
own  independence,  and  defending  a  conditution  they  had  chofen 
for  thcmfclves.  But  when  the  ftrd^  m'^gidrate  of  the  date  was 
torn  from  his  elevation  by  the  hand  of  violence  ;  the  mod  va¬ 
luable  domains  of  the  Imperial  crown  wreded  from  their  pof- 
fedor ;  and  a  nation,  already  too  potent,  threatening  to  extend 
the  boundaries  of  its  territories  to  the  Alps  and  the  Baltic;  un¬ 
der  the  pretence  of  natural  rights,  diflolving  treaties  which  were 
calculatud  for  preferving  the  general  tranquillity;  and,  in  pro- 
felling  to  meliorate  the  forms  of  focicty,  Ihaking  the  pillars  on 
which  its  ftipcrdru^lure  is  raifed ;  wc  cannot  be  furprifed  if  the 
admiration  of  neutral  kingdoms  is  converted  into  refentment, 
and  even  the  caufc  of  dcfpotilm  preferred  to  that  of  anarchy. 
The  principles  adopted  by  the  councils  of  France,  and  propa¬ 
gated  by  their  agents,  arc  certainly  inimical  to  the  Britidi  con- 
ftitution  i  and  the  idea  which  has  been  entertained  of  appealing 
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from  our  rulers  to  jhofc  by  whom  they  were  delegated,  is  an  iii- 
fu!t  upon  the  underftanding,  and  an  attempt  to  annihilate  every 
focial  tie  among  us.  No  explanation  of  the  obnoxious  decree 
fa  juftly  complained  of,  can  filence  the  doubts  of  our. cabinet.  ' 
That  decree  beftows  upon  f*  ranee  the  right  of  giving  a  form  of 
government  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  whenever  flic  is 
pleafed  to  think  they  want  it.  The  foie  arbiter  of  the  general 
will  of  mankind,  (he  holds  forth  the  fame  boon  to  the  Englifli- 
man,  who  rejoices  in  the  protection  of  his  fovcrcign,  and  the 
Have  who  trembles  under  the  feymeter  of  a  fultan.  Profufe  in 
her  bounty,  and  indiferiminate  in  the  felc<Stion  of  its  objects, 
fhe  is  equally  urgent  in  compelling  the  acceptance  of  her  gifts. 

THE  BELGIC  PROVINCES, 

which  (he  profefled  to  liberate  from  the  yoke  of  A u Aria,  now 
groan  under  the  prelfure  of  military  law  and  democratic  ty- 
rnnny.  The  faith  which  their  forefathers  venerated,  and  their 
defeendants  follow,  is  trampled  under  foot ;  the  power  of  re¬ 
viving  the  conftitution,  which  the  ancient  princes  of  the  Ne¬ 
therlands  eflaoliflicd,  and  under  which  their  fubjeffs  were  con¬ 
tented  and  profperous,  withheld  from  the  people,  wdio,  after  be¬ 
ing  deluded  with  the  phantom  of  liberty,  dlfcovcr  that  the  feeptre 
of  Frjincis  is  only  exchanged  for  the  fword  of  Dumourier;  the 
f^ftemaric  fervitude  of  a  monarchy  for  the  irregular  licentlouf- 
nefs  of  a  republic  ;  and  the  difciplined  hofls  of  Germany  lor  the 
ungovernable  rabble  of  the  Convention. 

rhe  induflrtous  merchants  of  Frankfort  have  been  inter¬ 
rupted  in  their  commerce,  and  injured  in  their  property ;  in- 
fultcd  by  a  rapacious  foldicry,  and  called  upon  to  pay  contribu¬ 
tions  for  their  attachment  to  the  magiflracy  of  their  city.  The 
barren  Duchy  of  Savoy  has  been  forced  from  the  hands  of  its 
native  ruler,  and  annexed  to  the  empire  of  its  gigantic  neigh¬ 
bour.  I'he  'virtuous  and  wealthy  Genevese  have  been  dif- 
turbed  in  their  internal  policy  to  gratify  individual  ambition  ; 
and  Europe  has  been  informed  felicity  cannot  be  found,  except 
in  the  departments  of  the  French  republic,  whofe  reprefenta- 
tives  arc  overawed  by  the  defperate  mob  of  a  corrupted  me¬ 
tropolis. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  obje»5Iions  it  has  been  faid,  that  the  decree 
in  queflion  is  meant  to  be  confined,  in  its  application,  to  thofe 
countries  folely  in  w’hich  there  is  a  decided  majority  in  favour 
of  the  new  principles  of  government.  But  this  argument  can 
neither  extenuate  the  guilt,  nor  conceal  the  ambition,  of  the  re¬ 
public.  'Fhe  internal  policy  of  every  ftaie  can  only  be  regu¬ 
lated  by  the  will  of  its  inhabitants;  and  an  aflive  and  induflrious 
minority  may  produce  iufurredtioru,  though  they  cannot  cfTcifl 
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revolution^  and  fow  the  feeds  of  civil  diilinnon)  which  mif 
ripen  by  perfcvcrance  into  open  rebellion.  If  the  Convention 
was  wtak  enough  to  miftaJtc  the  congrutulations  of  the  fubjecti 
of  Great-BriUin  on  the  retreat  of  the  Duke  Brunfwick  for  an 
approbation  of  their  condu^,  aitd  a  defire  of  imitating  their  ex¬ 
ample,  we  have  no  fecurity  that  they  poflefs  moderation  or  pru¬ 
dence  to  induce  them  to  ablfain  from  carrying  their  fehemes  of 
innovation  into  efFcv^.  And  if  they  are  refolved  to  commence 
hoft'liticf,  becaufe  the  prefent  minilbers  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  {ho<.k?d  at  the  excelTes  which  they  have  tolerated  or 
jullified,  conceived  that  the  former  defpotifm  of  their  govern¬ 
ment,  entrufted  to  the  mild  and  now  murdered  monarch,  mo« 
dilied  by  the  refinement  of  modern  manners,  and  rendered  faf- 
cinanng  by  that  enthufiafiic  honour  and  dignity  of  fentiment, 
which  has  now  left  them  for  ever,  was  moie  likely  to  promote 


tfiternal  peace  and  univerfal  harmony,  than  the  tumultuous  de¬ 
mocracy  which  has  been  fubfiituted  in  its  place ;  their  behaviour 
can  only  he  deemed  an  infamous  attempt  to  introduce  difeord 
among  a  flourilhing  and  united  people.  In  palBng  this  decree 
Ff/tncc  ha’;  dcclar^  W'ar  againlh  the  world}  and,  till  it  is  re- 
p*.;lcd,  like  the  feed  of  Ifhmacl,  her  hand  muft  be  againft  every 
man,  and  every  man*s  hand  againft  her.  In  order  to  remove 
every  prejudice  which  may  be  entertained  with  rcfpeci  to  the 

OPENING  or  THE  SCHELD, 

It  muft  be  recoIlechcJ,  that  the  c^uertion  on  that  fubje^ft  is  no| 
agitated  between  the  people  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  and 
the  Dutch,  but  betw'ccn  the  latter  and  the  French  common¬ 
wealth.  Nature  feems  to  have  defigned  that  the  whole  extent 
of  territory  from  the  boundaries  of  French  Flanders  to  the  mod 
northern  extremities  of  the  United  Provinces  fhould  have  been 
joined  together  under  one  head  \  and,  in  confequence  of  this  dif- 
pofition,  Antwerp,  from  its  centrical  fituation,  and  the  magni¬ 
ficent  river  on  which  it  ftands,  would  probably  have  become 
rh-’  commercial  metropolis  of  a  great  and  flourilbing  kingdom. 
Previous** to  the  acceflion  of  Cnarles  the  Fifth  to  the  Imperial 
throne,  the  whole  feventeen  provinces  were  under  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  the  houfe  of  Burgundy  ;  and,  during  that  period  of  theii 
hiftory,  their  c'xtcnfive  trade  and  fertile  foil  made  them  the 
ftorchoufe  and  granary  of  Europe.  7'he  tyranny  of  Philip  the 
Second  roufeJ  his  fubjevSls  to  revolt;  the  v Jour  of  the  Span’ilh 
troops  reduced  part  of  them  to  fubmiftion ;  but  the  invincible 
ohftinacy  of  the  Dutch,  and  the  hereditary  wifdom  and  bravery 
of  the  Orange  Family  emancipated  them  for  ever  from  a  foreign 
yoke,  and  fsparated  them  from  the  adjoining  ftates.  Inftcad 
f»f  flaves  they  became  contjucrors,  and,  alter  a  coiiteft  of  four» 
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tore  years,  di«5Utcd  to  their  former  mafters  the  terms  of  {pacifi¬ 
cation.  In  co«(cquence  of  their  fuccclVcs  the  Schcld'was  Ihut, 
and  the  right  of  navigating  it  was  folemnly  relinquiOied.  And 
if  a  candid  iipquircr  muft  wifli  to  fee  it  refumed,  he  may  at  the 
tame  time  be  convinced,  that  this  object  can  only  be  attained 
by  a  reunion  of  the  whole  of  the  Low  Countries,  and  not  by  the 
incorpf'ration  of  Belgia  and  France.  The  effect  of  the  latter 
would  be  the  total  ikdlru^tion  of  the  dates  of  Holland,  the  en¬ 
tire  fubverfion  of  the  balance  of  fK)wer,  and  the  engendering  of 
apolitical  monftcr,  which,  after  devouring  every  thing,  it  would 
feed  upon  its  own  bowels.  When  thefe  circumliances  are  con- 
fidercd,  it  muft  follow  that  general  expediency,  the  great  practi¬ 
cal  rule  of  direction  to  ftatefmen,  requires  the  interference  of 
adminiftration  to  fupport  the  claims  of  our  allies  according  to 
the  ftipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Munfter. 

WAR. 

The  (kill  and  frugality  of  minifters  have  fecured  to  them  a  tem¬ 
porary  fund  for  carrying  on  a  war.  The  fpirit  and  the  refources 
of  the  nation  give  them  every  rcafon  to  hope  thu  continuance 
of  fupport.  The  continental  powers  with  which  we  arc  con- 
nefted,  and  the  important  objeds  for  which  wc  contend,  uiil 
give  animation  and  energy  to  every  exertion.  It  is  the  caufe 
^  human  nature  wc  arc  engaged  to  fupport ;  of  a  conftitution 
which  our  anceftors  cemented  w’ith  their  blood,  which  is  the 
fourcc  of  our  pride,  and  the  foundation  of  our  happinefs  againft 
a  fyftcm  of  innovation  which  has  fwept  before  it,  like  an  over¬ 
whelming  torrent, ‘the  facred  inftitutions  of  antiquity,  the  pure 
confolations  of  religion,  the  duties  of  domcftic  life,  aini  tho 
obligations  between  man  and  man.  In  ancient  times  war  was 
conduced  with  dignified  ferocity ;  among  the  moderns  it  has 
been  carried  on  with  fcientific  (kill:  the  recent  hoftilities  of  tho 
French  have  been  ferocious  without  dignity,  and  fcientific  with¬ 
out  humanity  \  and  if  wc  meet  their  forces  with  fuch  accumu¬ 
lated  horrors,  wc  have  ft  ill  the  comfort  of  reflecting,  that  to 
abftain  from  war  is  impoflible,  and  to  doubt  of  fuccefs  would 
be  impious. 

Such  are  the  reafons  which  may  be  urged  to  induce  us  to 
joftify  adminiftration  if  they  (hould  rcfolve  to  adopt  this  raea- 
(urc.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  urged, 

AGAINST  WAR, 

that  the  fituation  of  Great-Britain  fecurcs  her  from  any  fudden. 
attack,  and  her  ru{)crior  ftrength  bids  defiance  to  every  open  and, 
concealed  enemy.  The  provi^ons  of  the  alien  bill,  according 

to 
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revolution^  and  few  the  feeds  of  civiLdiflenfion,  which  may 
ripen  by  perfcveraiicc  into  open  rebellion.  If  the  Convention 
was  wcalc  enough  to  miftake  the  congratulations  of  the  fubjedts 
of  Great-Britain  on  the  retreat  of  the  Duke  Brunfwick  for  an 
approbation  of  their  condudl,  and  a  defire  of  imitating  their  ex¬ 
ample,  we  have  no  fecurity  that  they  poflefs  moderation  or  pru¬ 
dence  to  induce  them  to  abftain  from  carrying  their  fchemes  of 
innovation  into  efFetS..  And  if  they  are  refolved  to  commence 
lioftllities,  becaufe  the  prefent  minifters  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jeftyv  flxocked  at  the.exccfles  which  they  have  tolerated  or 
juftified,  conceived,  that  the  former  defpotifm  of  their  govern¬ 
ment,  entrufted  to  the  mild  and  now  murdered  monarch,  mo¬ 
dified  by  the  refinement  of  modern  manners,  and  rendered  faf- 
cinating  by  that  enthiifiaftic  honour  and  dignity  of  fentiment, 
which  has  now  left  them  for  ever,  was  more  likely  to  promote 
internal  peace  and  univerfal  harmony^  than  the  tumultuous  de¬ 
mocracy  which  has  been  fubftituted  in  its  place;  their  behaviour 
can  only  be  deemed  an  infamous  attempt  to  introduce  difeord 
^mong  a  fleurilhing  and  united  people.  In  paffing  this  decree 
France  has  declared  war  againft  the  world;  and,  till  it  is  re- 
pealed,  like  the  feed  of  Ifhmael,  her  hand  muft  be  againft  every 
man,  and  every  man’s  hand  againft  her.  In  order  to  remove 
every  prejudice  which  may  be  entertained  with  rcfpecl  to  the 


i  * 


.1 


i  I 


OPENING  OF  THE  SCHELD, 

it  muft  be  recolleftcd,  that  the  queftion  on  that  fubjedt  is  not 
agitated  between  the  people  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  and 
the  Dutch,  but  between  the  latter  and  the  French  common¬ 
wealth.  Nature  feems  to  have  defigned  th^t  the  whole  extent 
of  territory  from  the  boundaries  of  French  Flanders  to  the  moft 
liorthern  extremities  of  the  United  Provinces  (hoiild  have  been 
joined  together  under  one  head;  and,  in  confequence  of  this  dif- 
pofition,  Antwerp,  from  ics  centrical  fituation,  and  the  magni¬ 
ficent  river  on  which  it  ftands,  would  probably  have  become 
the  commercial  metropolis  of  a  great  and  flourilhing  kingdom. 
Previous  to  the  accelfion  of  Charles  the  Fifth  to  the  Imperial 
throne,  the  whole  feventeen  provinces  were  under  the  domi¬ 
nion  of  the  houfe  of  Burgundy  ;  and,  during  that  period  of  their 
hiftory,  their  extenfive  trade  and  fertile  foil  made  them  the 
ftorchoufe  and  granary  of  Europe.  The  tyranny  of  Philip  the 
3ecoiid  roufed  his  fubjedls  to  revolt;  the  valour  of  the  SpanKh 
tiO.ips  reduced  part  of  them  tofubmiftion;  but  the  invincible 
pSftinacy  of  the  Dutch,  and  the  hereditary  wifdom  and  bravery 
of  the  Orange  Family  emancipated  them  for  ever  from  a  foreign- 
yoke,  and  feparated  them  from  the  adjoining  ftates.  Inftead 
pf  flaves  they  became  conquerors,  and,  after  a  conteft  of  four- 
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to  the  conceffions  of  adminiftratlon,  completely  prote£l  them 
from  the  machinations  of  emiflaries  from  abroad)  and  the  fpon- 
taneous  declarations  of  the  people  muft  have  removed  their  dread 
of  internal  commotion.  T  he  reformation  which  is  required  by 
fome  of  our  fellow-citizens  is  totally  unconneited  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  or  progrefs  of  the  French  revolution;  the  neceffity  of  it 
was  demonftrated  previous  to  that  event,  and  the  propriety  of 
adopting  it  cannot  be  difproved  by  arguments  deduced  from  the 
folly  or  wickednefs  of  our  neighbours.  The  men  who  have 
been  the  moft  zealous  advocates  in  its  fupport  are  diftinguifhed 
for  their  love  to  the  Britifh  conftitution  :  if  what  they  demand 
can  be  proved  to  be  inconfiftent  writh  its  original  flrudture,  they 
are  open*  to  convidfion,  and  will  with  plcafure  relinquifli  their 
plans.  7'ill  this  proof  is  adduced,  they  muft  be  permitted  to 
think,  that  an  attempt  to  reftore  our  government  to  its  iriheVent 
purity,  can  fcarcely  he  tortured  into  a  dcfign  of  overthrowing 
it;  and  the  moft  hardy  fcepticifm^  if  it  will  condefeend  to  ex¬ 
amine  their  connexions  and  opinions;  muft  be  forced  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  integrity  of  their  characters,  and  the  juftice  of  their 
requifitions.  Profcfiing  themfelves,  equally  with  their  oppo¬ 
nents,  the  friends  of  rational  freedom,  they  flatter  themfelves 
that,  by  complving  with  their  wiftics,  an  afylum  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  her  in  this  illand  when  the  depravity  which  pervades 
the  contiiiefit  fliall  have  driven  her  from  every  other  corner  of 
Europe.  Keeling  a  laudable  partiality  for  their  native  land, 
they  w^ould  hope  the  might  ftill  retain  that  liberty  by  which  (he 
is  fo  peculiarly  endeared  to  them,  and,  inftead  of  contemplating 
her  meridian  fplendour  in  the  wilds  of  America  alone,  feel  her 
genial  warmth  invigorating  every  Britifh  bofom.  The  enormi¬ 
ties  of  the  French  may  excite  a  temporary  horror,  but  pity  or 
contempt  is  the  only  permanent  emotion  they  can  produce* 
Wifbout  any  extraordinary  interpofition  for  their  overthrow, 
their  violence  muft  operate  their  own  deftru6tion.  Had  the 
combined  powers  refrained  from  commencing  the  prefent  war, 
the  object  they  had  in  view  would  have  been  effectually  pro¬ 
moted;  but  the  dread  of  foreign  invafion  quieted  every  internal 
difpute,  and  united  every  clafs  in  repellihg  the  common  adver- 
fary.  T  he  principles  on  vvdiich  the  expediency  of  this  meafurc 
are  founded,  would  lead  to  the  conclufion,  that  it  aims  at  extir¬ 
pating  the  inhabitants  of  France  from  the  face  of  the  earth; 
but  fuch  a  defigii  is  unjuftifiable  in  the  conception,  and  impolTi- 
ble  in  the  execution.  Whatever  may  be  the  infernal  crimes  of 
certain  individuals  among  them,  we  ought  not  to  condemn  a 
nation  in  the  aggregate;  and  though  the  guilt  of  an  Egalite', 
Robespierre,  or  Marat,  muft  excite  the  moft  lively  indig¬ 
nation, 
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I  pation,  can  we  forget  the  virtues,  or  overlook  the  merits^  of  a 
:  Roland  or  a  Rabaud?  In  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the 
Low  Countries,  the  opening  of  the  Scheld  is  a  matter  of  in- 
fcrior  moment;  for  fince  Often4  has  been  declared  a  free  port, 
the  Auftrian  Netherlands  have  enjoyed  every  advantage  they 
J  formerly  derived  from  the  trade  of  Antwerp;  and  the  States  of 
i  Holland  have  endured  every  inconvenience  they  muft  expert  to 
]  encounter  from  the  renovated  fplendour  of  the  laft- mentioned 
i  city*  The  annexation  of  the  Belgic  provinces  to  France  might  * 
S  certainly  tend  to  fubvert  the  balance  of  power;  but  furely  they 
]  can  have  no  dread  of  that  event,  who  deferibe  in  fuch  glowing 
^  colours  the  enormous  exceifes  committed  by  the  armies  of  the 
1  latter  in  thefe  devoted  provinces.  However  much  we  may  fym- 
pathife  with  the  calamities  they  fuffer,  yet  prudence  muft  point 
S  out  the  abfurdity  of  expofing  ourfelves  to  fimilar.  misfortunes  for 
j  the  fake  of  affording  them  relief.  If  the  arms  of  the  Emperor 
I  and  the*  King  of  Pruflia  were  infufficient  to  proteft  them  from 
j  the  irruption  of  Dumourier,  the  inferiority  of  our  militarj'  force, 
i  and  pur  infular  fituatioii,  muft  prevent  our  accomplifhing  the 
;  tafk.  The  ruined  marine  of  the  French  republic  is  certainly 
i  unable  to  cope  with  the  united  fleets  of  Great-Britain  and  HoU 
land;  but  while  they  are  riding  uncontrouled  fovereigns  of  the 
;  ocean,  the  walls  of  Amfterdam  may  be  furrounded  by  the 
y  countlefr  myriads  which  our  enemies  can  bring  into  the  field. 

[i  Our  admirals  will  have  nothing  to  contend  with  but  the  vapour- 
I  ing  gafeonades  of  a  Kerfaint  or  a  Monge ;  for  the  petty  cruifers 
I  which  the  latter  of  thefe  men  propofes  to  fit  out,  will  elude  the 
^  moft  diligent  fearch.  The  profperous  ftate  of  our  revenue  is 
the  effe£l  of  a  long  peace;  but  fhould  that  tranquillity  be  inter- 
I  rupted,  our  boafteJ  favings  will  be  foon  expended,  and  addi- 
^  tional  taxes  become  neceflary;  and  the  increafe  of  their  number 
will  hardly  be  deemed  the  mode  of  fecuring  to  government  the 
affeflions  of  the  people,  of  perpetuating  their  veneration  for  the 
;  fabric  of  the  conftitution.  I'o  attempt  to  deftroy  immoral  or 
irreligious  fentimenis  by  the  fword,  is  rather  a  dangerous  expe¬ 
riment,  and  by  fome  may  be  confidered  as  an  imitation  of  the 
behaviour  we  fo  loudly  condemn,  and  a  precedent  borrowed 
from  that  power  whofe  condudl  is  the  object  of  fuch  univerfal 
abhorrence. 

EXECUTION  OF  LOUIS  XVI. 

But  an  event  has  happened,  in  the  courfe  of  the  month,  which 
will  probably  preclude  all  reafoning  upon  the  fubjedt,  and  which, 
in  every  benevolent  mind,  muft  fufpend  for  a  ^time  the  power 
of  calmly  examining  their  weight.  Louis  the  xvith,  after  a 
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trial  which  violated  every  form  of  criminal  juft  ice,  has  bleci 
found  guilty,  and  executed.  In  this  complicated  aft  of  villainy 
wc  know  not  whether  moft  to  condemn  the  deliberate  wicked- 
cdnefs  of  the  convention,  or  to  admire  the  fortitude  of  the  un- 
happy  fufferer.  During  the  whole  courfe  of  this  proceeding, 
no  fenfation  of  pity  entered  the  breaft  of  any  individual  of  that 
body;  and  after  having,  in  contempt  of  every  divine  and  human 
law,  difeharged  the  inconfiftent  offices  of  accufers  and  judges, 
having  been  convifted  of  the  moft  fcandalous  forgdries  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  bring  their  king  to  the  block,  and  expofing  him, 
without  remorfe,  to  infults  from  the  vileft  of  mankind;  their 
career  of  iniquity  has  been  finiftied  by  dooming  to  death  a  man 
protefted  from  injury  by  his  own  innocence,  and  the’inyiplahi- 
lity  annexed  to  his  charafter  by  their  own  conftitution,  under 
which  he  afted.  If  we  are  tempted  to  arraign  the  juftice  of 
Providence  in  expofing  this  prince  to  fuch  fevere  misfortunes, 
we  muft:  adore  its  wifdom  in  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  dil- 
playin^  virtues  which  will  command  the  favour  of  pofterity, 
and  aftord  to  the  ferious  mind  the  pleafing  refleftion  that  his 
mifery  terminated  v/ith  his  earthly  exiftence. 

Adverfity  feems  to  have  transformed  the  lazy  fenfualift  into 
the  intrepid  fage,  and  the  wretched  votary  of  fuperftition  into 
the  humble,  reiigned,  and  pious  difciple  of  Chriftianity.  From 
the  period  of  Louis’s  imprifonment  to  the  moment  of  his  de- 
ceafe,  he  has  difplayed  a. vigour  of  intelleft,  and  a  fenfibility 
of  temper  which  the  elevation  of  his  former  ftation  prevented 
him  from  exerciling,  or  checked  in  their  operation.  The  will 
he  has  left  will  remain  a  permanent  memorial  of  his  domeftic 
virtues;  and  in  his  public  capacity  he  was  the  inftrument  of 
preparing  a  conftitution  for  his  country  which  the  wickednefs 
of  his  fubjefts  prevented  them  from  improving,  and  the  laft 
remnant  of  which  they  deftroyed  by  the  decree  which  war¬ 
ranted  his  execution. 


Communications  for  The  English  Review  are  requejled  to 
he  font  to  Mr.  Murray,  No.  32,  Fleet-llrect,  London;  nvhere  Sai* 
ferihers  for  this  Monthly  Performance  are  reJ^edfuUy  dejired  to  so 

their  Namii. 


